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What timeless truths emerge in plain view when one reads the Bible 
through a justice lens? This in essence was the guiding question 
behind God’s Justice: The Flourishing of Creation & the Destruction 
of Evil. And far from imposing justice on the Bible text by the editors 
and contributors, this edition tells the story of God’s righteousness, 
fairness, mercy and love—i.e., biblical justice—being restored to 
creation in and through (and often in spite of!) the formation of God’s 
imperfect people. The project sought to accentuate the thread of 
justice that is interwoven throughout the pages of Scripture. 

Even in the book of Revelation? Absolutely. 

You hold in your hand the last book of the Bible with the original in-
troduction and commentary from God’s Justice Bible (with slight revi-
sions). it naturally raises the question, “Why single it out from the rest 
of the biblical narrative, a book that is notoriously hard to understand 
about anything, much less justice?” Answer: Revelation concludes 
God’s justice project in dramatic, climactic, hopeful fashion!

For such a time as this, God’s people need to hear the promise of 
God’s future, yes, to comfort them in times of trouble, but also to 
empower them to greater faithfulness in mission. For such a time as 
what? Our daily newsfeed tells us that the world is filled with violence 
and death, political corruption, evil alliances, a widening gap be-
tween the rich and the poor, intensifying racism and nationalism, and 
increased religious persecution. Perhaps the world has always been 
in this state, and we now simply have easier access to its troubles 
in the age of information. Or perhaps the world really is convulsing, 
more than it ever has before, toward its own destruction, with casual-
ties piling up higher and higher. 

The message of Revelation is do not lose hope. Remain steadfast in 
Jesus in the face of suffering. Be uncompromising in the faith even 
as the principalities and powers scheme through corrupt, unjust, 
abusive governments to wreak havoc in people’s lives. Worship God 
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ReveLATiONand God alone. Love your neighbor. Do justice—yes, do justice!—as 
a signpost of the Justice to come. 

Do this with the confidence that the future belongs to Jesus christ, 
when “God will wipe every tear from our eyes, [and] there will be no 
more death or mourning or crying or pain…” (21:4). Be faithful in 
hope and tenacious in mission, for “these words are trustworthy and 
true” (22:6).

Al Tizon 
chicago, iL
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“Tama na” (“We’ve had enough”) was the collective cry of the Fil-
ipino people when a national election was rigged to keep a presi-
dent-turned-dictator in power. it was time to challenge a government 
that declared martial law and used it to harass and imprison those 
deemed enemies of the state. The list of those arrested over almost a 
decade included politicians, professors, charity workers and minis-
ters. Reports of torture and death also circulated. 

in an extraordinary collective act of bravery, the masses “took it to the 
streets” in the latter days of February 1986. They stopped tanks not 
with bombs and guns, but with human solidarity. As more govern-
ment officials began defecting to the side of the people, the presi-
dent, his family and several of his cabinet members fled the country, 
eventually creating space for a new Philippines. 

The People Power Revolution is a remarkable story of a people who 
stood up to a corrupt government by the power of unity. indeed it 
is a story of human resilience, endurance and courage, and it has 
served ever since as a model of nonviolent social change. 

But ask many a Filipino, and they will likely tell the story from another 
angle, not so much from the point of view of human bravery or politi-
cal strategy, but of divine intervention. They saw God stepping in and 
restoring justice in the land! it was not simply the people’s victory; it 
was God’s victory.

So which is true? Did people power bring an end to oppression, or 
was it God? careful reflection on the book of Revelation will suggest 
that human effort and divine intervention are not mutually exclusive.

Who or what is really in charge here? Does anything or anyone dic-
tate the course of human history? Reports of wars, airport bombings, 

nt od cin  Re e ation
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school shootings, boundary disputes, chemical weapon assaults, 
political assassinations, terrorism and “the war on terrorism” bom-
bard our senses. They tell us that if anything is in charge, it would be 
chaos and Death. But the book of Revelation provides an alternative 
view, or at least an alternative ending. The end of the world, it de-
clares, belongs to the God of righteousness, justice, peace and love. 

To be sure, as in the case of the People Power Revolution, the drama 
of war, suffering and death continues to be played out on the stage 
of human history. But the Revelation to John takes us behind the 
scenes, where all-out war breaks out in heaven, and Michael and 
his angels fight against the dragon (chap. 12). Revelation also takes 
us ahead to the last scene, where Babylon, the epicenter of lust, 
greed and injustice, will fall at the hands of a conquering Lamb (chap. 
18); where the faithful from all tribes and nations will sing a chorus 
of praise to the God who has victoriously avenged them (chap. 19); 
where God will wipe every tear from their eyes, and crying and pain 
and death will be no more (chap. 21). 

Sound overly dramatic? Welcome to the world of apocalyptic litera-
ture! Otherworldly beings, vivid images, loud noises, cryptic symbols, 
and hidden knowledge revealed by divine messengers fill the pages 
of the book of Revelation. 

This book is difficult to interpret, precisely because of its symbol-
ism. Believers divide vehemently over how best to understand it. At 
times, Revelation has been used to chart the future in minute detail, 
mathematically predicting the date of the end of the world, to call out 
certain political and/or religious leaders as the antichrist, to inspire 
sectarian groups to flee to the mountains, to incite fear and paranoia, 
and even to encourage pathological behavior. 

The fact is, as otherworldly and symbolic as apocalyptic literature 
may be, its original message was quite grounded in the reality of the 
times. Revelation spoke into the suffering of believers at the hands of 
Domitian, emperor of Rome between AD 81 and 96. 

it was written to bring comfort and courage to the church in the face 
of persecution, which was about to intensify. it was a call to perse-
vere in suffering for the faith and not to succumb to emperor worship 

no matter how intimidating and seemingly invincible the emperor (the 
state) might be. So Revelation is far from being uselessly otherworld-
ly; on the contrary, its message instructed the church on how to be 
faithful in the real world of violence and injustice. indeed, Revelation 
was circulated among the churches toward the end of the first centu-
ry as a kind of “tract for hard times.” 

Revelation had an original audience: the people of God in Asia 
Minor (the western part of present-day Turkey) whose faith in christ 
put them in an extremely precarious, life-threatening position in the 
Roman empire. Beyond that historical situation, the book of Reve-
lation has an enduring message for all God’s people who suffer for 
the faith—as many do today. its symbols and fantastical images may 
sometimes seem to be beyond modern interpretation, but Revela-
tion’s message for the suffering church is timeless—or at least time-
less until the time when christ returns! “Look, i am coming soon!” 
says the Lord Jesus. “Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the 
prophecy written in this scroll” (22:7).

The main message of Revelation is this: be radically faithful to Jesus 
christ in the face of persecution and injustice, because the end 
belongs to him. Our struggles with evil reflect a heavenly struggle; 
and in the future when God conquers all, the faithful will be vindicat-
ed, and God’s reign of peace and justice will be established. God’s 
people can depend on this truth with their lives, for “these words are 
trustworthy and true” (21:5). 

Beyond providing comfort and hope to the persecuted, Revelation 
also speaks to all believers who are confronted daily by rival gods 
that vie for their allegiance. 

if one were to take up the challenge today, for example, of describing 
the idols of materialism, consumerism, sensualism, militarism and 
nationalism in apocalyptic fashion, what would these monsters look 
like? Or perhaps instead of multiple monster-idols, they would be one 
hideous creature with five heads and a giant sweeping tail destroying 
whole cities and wreaking havoc in people’s lives. What sorts of other 
beasts and false prophets would serve as viceroys to the five-head-
ed monster? What kinds of seals, trumpets and plagues would be 
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a 4 That is, the sevenfold Spirit    

1:4 Keeping It Real For all of its 
symbolism, the message of Revelation 
is grounded in a very real historical 
context, as John addresses seven 
real churches in Asia Minor struggling 
in a sociopolitical crisis. This should, 
from the outset, prevent us from overly 
spiritual interpretations. The book’s 
message must remain on-the-ground, 
helping christians deal with a real 
dilemma of persecution and apostasy. 
With this point clearly established, 
however, John saw Jesus walk among 
“seven golden lampstands” (1:12), 
holding “seven stars” in his right hand 
(1:16), probably not because he was 
thinking of only seven churches in Asia 

Minor, but because the number seven 
signifies completeness. Thus, the mes-
sage of Revelation is ultimately for the 
whole body of christ for all time. The 
seven letters offer one unified message 
of perseverance in the faith for the 
whole body of christ.

1:5–8 Alternate Kingdom The church 
is a kingdom whose subjects bow 
down only to christ the King. By 
implication, they will not give ultimate 
loyalty to any other authority. This 
uncompromising stance can lead only 
to suffering in any system that de-
mands complete allegiance—whether 
a nation, a company, a family or an 
organization. 

The rev e la tion from  Jesus  Christ,  which God gave him to show 
his ser vants what must soon take  place. He made it  known by 

send ing his an gel to his ser vant John, 2 who tes ti fies to ev ery thing 
he saw —  that is, the word of God and the tes ti mo ny of  Jesus  Christ. 
3 Blessed is the one who  reads  aloud the  words of this proph e cy, 
and  blessed are  those who hear it and take to  heart what is writ ten 
in it, be cause the time is near.

4 John,

To the sev en church es in the prov ince of Asia:

Grace and  peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who 
is to come, and from the sev en spir itsa be fore his  throne, 5 and from 
 Jesus  Christ, who is the faith ful wit ness, the first born from the dead, 
and the rul er of the  kings of the earth.

To him who  loves us and has  freed us from our sins by his  blood, 
6 and has made us to be a king dom and  priests to  serve his God and 
Fa ther —  to him be glo ry and pow er for ever and ever! Amen.

Re e ationapplied to pronounce God’s judgment upon them? More importantly, 
in the face of this seemingly invincible, five-headed behemoth and its 
underlings, how are the people of the Lamb to survive; and not only 
to survive, but also to live out the gospel faithfully and proactively in a 
world where God, not the monster, sits on the throne? 

Whether it is the emperors of yesterday or the gods of “money, sex 
and power” of today, the message of Revelation is the same: Do 
not bow down. Remain radically faithful until God’s justice prevails. 
For God in christ will overcome all gods, and to the extent that the 
church is faithful, she will overcome with him. God’s justice wins!

Al Tizon (USA) is Executive Minister of Serve Globally of the Evangelical 
Covenant Church, as well as Affiliate Associate Professor of Missional and 
Global Leadership at North Park Theological Seminary. He has engaged in 
community development work and church leadership development in both the 
Philippines and in the United States. He is the author and editor of six books. 
Al and his wife, Janice, live in Chicago, IL.
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2:2–4 First Love The ephesians are 
commended for hating evildoers and 
for tireless service, but they have 
forgotten their first love—love of God, 
love of neighbor—as the bedrock of 
good deeds. Justice activists need to 
hear this message, lest they become 
joyless drudges rather than people 
known for love.

2:6 No Compromise Not much is 
known about the Nicolaitans whom 
John warns against, but John associ-
ates them in 2:14–15 with Balaam and 

Balak, familiar figures in both the He-
brew Bible and Jewish tradition, who 
led God’s people astray. The same 
goes for John’s reference to Jezebel 
(2:20), who had 850 pagan prophets 
at her command (1 Kgs 18:19), and 
by virtue of her position as wife of is-
rael’s king Ahab led God’s people into 
mass idolatry. These historical figures 
stand for forces luring God’s people 
into cultural and political accommoda-
tion. The message in John’s letters is 
crystal clear: Do not compromise with 
them, not even a little.

b 20 Or messengers    c 1 Or messenger; also in verses 8, 12 and 18    

the Last. 18 I am the Liv ing One; I was dead, and now look, I am  alive 
for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of  death and Ha des.

19 “Write, there fore, what you have seen, what is now and what 
will take  place lat er. 20 The mys tery of the sev en  stars that you saw 
in my  right hand and of the sev en gold en lamp stands is this: The 
sev en  stars are the an gelsb of the sev en church es, and the sev en 
lamp stands are the sev en church es.

 “To the an gelc of the  church in Eph e sus write:

These are the  words of him who  holds the sev en  stars in his 
 right hand and  walks  among the sev en gold en lamp stands. 2 I 
know your  deeds, your hard work and your per se ver ance. I 
know that you can not tol er ate wick ed peo ple, that you have 
test ed  those who  claim to be apos tles but are not, and have 
 found them  false. 3 You have per se vered and have en dured 
hard ships for my name, and have not  grown wea ry.

4 Yet I hold this  against you: You have for sak en the love you 
had at  first. 5 Con sid er how far you have fall en! Re pent and do 
the  things you did at  first. If you do not re pent, I will come to 
you and re move your lamp stand from its  place. 6 But you have 
this in your fa vor: You hate the prac tic es of the Nic o la i tans, 
 which I also hate.

7 Who ev er has ears, let them hear what the Spir it says to the 
church es. To the one who is vic to ri ous, I will give the  right to 
eat from the tree of life,  which is in the par a dise of God.

b 7 Daniel 7:13    c 7 Zech. 12:10    a 13 See Daniel 7:13.    

1:9 The Persecuted/Oppressed 
John identifies himself as someone 
who suffers for the sake of the faith. 
Many church leaders can say the 
same today. contrary to the Western 
notion of the separation between 
church and state, persecution on 
the grounds of religious belief often 
assumes that faith could double as 
political subversion, undermining the 
government. Suffering “because of 

the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus,” John represents all who are 
religiously persecuted and politically 
oppressed. 

1:17–18 The Risen Jesus John hears 
from Jesus himself, the crucified and 
risen One. The ultimate power to per-
severe in the face of persecution lies 
in the resurrection of christ, who has 
conquered death. 

7 “Look, he is coming with the clouds,”b

and “every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him”;

and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.”c

So shall it be! Amen.
8 “I am the Al pha and the Ome ga,” says the Lord God, “who is, 

and who was, and who is to come, the Al mighty.”

9 I, John, your broth er and com pan ion in the suf fer ing and king-
dom and pa tient en dur ance that are ours in  Jesus, was on the is-
land of Pat mos be cause of the word of God and the tes ti mo ny of 
Jesus. 10 On the  Lord’s Day I was in the Spir it, and I  heard be hind 
me a loud  voice like a trum pet, 11 which said: “Write on a  scroll 
what you see and send it to the sev en church es: to Eph e sus, Smyr-
na, Per ga mum, Thy a ti ra, Sar dis, Phil a del phia and La od i cea.”

12 I  turned  around to see the  voice that was speak ing to me. And 
when I  turned I saw sev en gold en lamp stands, 13 and  among the 
lamp stands was some one like a son of man,a  dressed in a robe reach-
ing down to his feet and with a gold en sash  around his  chest. 14 The 
hair on his head was  white like wool, as  white as snow, and his eyes 
were like blaz ing fire. 15 His feet were like  bronze glow ing in a fur nace, 
and his  voice was like the  sound of rush ing wa ters. 16 In his  right hand 
he held sev en  stars, and com ing out of his  mouth was a  sharp, dou-
ble- edged  sword. His face was like the sun shin ing in all its bril liance.

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as  though dead. Then he  placed 
his  right hand on me and said: “Do not be  afraid. I am the  First and 
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2:26–28 Conquest John uses the 
language of conquest throughout the 
seven letters. Conquest conveys a 
picture of militant, violent overthrow, 
but John employs it metaphorically 
in good apocalyptic fashion to say 
that the God of peace, justice and 

righteousness will win in the end. 
The conqueror, after all, is the Lamb 
who was slain—not a military hero at 
all. Those who are “victorious,” who 
remain faithful in Thyatira and beyond, 
will overcome the forces of war, evil 
and injustice. 

2:13–15 Standing Firm in the Land 
of Satan “Satan’s throne” probably 
refers to the imperial cult, which 
demanded that all people worship the 
emperor. Since a temple dedicated 

to emperor Augustus (first to declare 
himself a “Son of God”) and a statue 
of the Greek god Zeus are both locat-
ed in Pergamum, John commends the 
believers there for standing firm. 

18 “To the an gel of the  church in Thy a ti ra write:

These are the  words of the Son of God,  whose eyes are like 
blaz ing fire and  whose feet are like bur nished  bronze. 19 I know 
your  deeds, your love and  faith, your ser vice and per se ver-
ance, and that you are now do ing more than you did at first.

20 Nev er the less, I have this  against you: You tol er ate that 
wom an Jez e bel, who  calls her self a proph et. By her teach ing 
she mis leads my ser vants into sex u al im mo ral i ty and the eat-
ing of food sac ri ficed to  idols. 21 I have giv en her time to re pent 
of her im mo ral i ty, but she is un will ing. 22 So I will cast her on a 
bed of suf fer ing, and I will make  those who com mit adul tery 
with her suf fer in tense ly, un less they re pent of her ways. 23 I 
will  strike her chil dren dead. Then all the church es will know 
that I am he who search es  hearts and  minds, and I will re pay 
each of you ac cord ing to your  deeds.

24 Now I say to the rest of you in Thy a ti ra, to you who do not 
hold to her teach ing and have not  learned Sa tan’s so- called 
deep se crets, ‘I will not im pose any oth er bur den on you, 25 ex-
cept to hold on to what you have un til I come.’

26 To the one who is vic to ri ous and does my will to the end, 
I will give au thor i ty over the na tions —  27 that one ‘will rule 
them with an iron scep ter and will dash them to piec es like 
pot tery’a —  just as I have re ceived au thor i ty from my Fa ther. 28 I 
will also give that one the morn ing star. 29 Who ev er has ears, 
let them hear what the Spir it says to the church es.

 “To the an gelb of the  church in Sar dis write:

These are the  words of him who  holds the sev en spir itsc of 
God and the sev en  stars. I know your  deeds; you have a rep u-

8 “To the an gel of the  church in Smyr na write:

These are the  words of him who is the  First and the Last, 
who died and came to life  again. 9 I know your af flic tions and 
your pov er ty —  yet you are rich! I know  about the slan der of 
those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a syn a gogue 
of Sa tan. 10 Do not be  afraid of what you are  about to suf fer. I 
tell you, the dev il will put some of you in pris on to test you, and 
you will suf fer per se cu tion for ten days. Be faith ful, even to the 
point of  death, and I will give you life as your vic tor’s crown.

11 Who ev er has ears, let them hear what the Spir it says to the 
church es. The one who is vic to ri ous will not be hurt at all by 
the sec ond death.

12 “To the an gel of the  church in Per ga mum write:

These are the  words of him who has the  sharp, dou ble- edged 
sword. 13 I know  where you live —   where Sa tan has his  throne. 
Yet you re main true to my name. You did not re nounce your 
faith in me, not even in the days of An ti pas, my faith ful wit ness, 
who was put to  death in your city —   where Sa tan lives.

14 Nev er the less, I have a few  things  against you:  There are 
some  among you who hold to the teach ing of Ba laam, who 
taught Ba lak to en tice the Is ra el ites to sin so that they ate food 
sac ri ficed to  idols and com mit ted sex u al im mo ral i ty. 15 Like-
wise, you also have  those who hold to the teach ing of the Nic-
o la i tans. 16 Re pent there fore! Oth er wise, I will soon come to 
you and will  fight  against them with the  sword of my mouth.

17 Who ev er has ears, let them hear what the Spir it says to 
the church es. To the one who is vic to ri ous, I will give some of 
the hid den man na. I will also give that per son a  white  stone 
with a new name writ ten on it,  known only to the one who 
re ceives it.

a 27 Psalm 2:9    b 1 Or messenger; also in verses 7 and 14    c 1 That is, the sevenfold Spirit    
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3:15–17 An Average Church Won’t 
Do To bask in one’s material wealth, 
comfort and security in a time of test-
ing won’t do. This is John’s message 
to the church in Laodicea, which is the 
empire’s richest city. Believers there 
apparently enjoy a level of prosperity 
that has produced nothing but spir-
itual malaise among them. They are 
lukewarm—neither cold nor hot, an 
average church. “Average” is simply 
not enough to overcome the great 
injustices facing them.

4:1–3 God’s Throne chapter 4 initi-
ates the largest section of the book. 
extending to chapter 18, it depicts in 
vivid detail the judgments of God upon 
evil, which has wreaked havoc among 
God’s people and God’s world. And it 
begins here by introducing God sitting 
on the throne. in the Spirit, John sees 
that a glorious God rules all. in the 
face of extraordinary chaos and suf-
fering, this underlying reality remains 
solid grounds for confidence.

3:8–9 Powerlessness and Witness 
The church in Philadelphia is weak, 
John writes, but a door is open for 
it that no one can shut. That is, they 
have a great opportunity to bear 
witness to the power and love of God 

in an evil world. implied here is that 
human weakness is no barrier to great 
effectiveness, because the future 
belongs to the Almighty. Weak as we 
may be, we can join God to set the 
world right! 

ing down out of heav en from my God; and I will also  write on 
them my new name. 13 Who ev er has ears, let them hear what 
the Spir it says to the church es.

14 “To the an gel of the  church in La od i cea write:

These are the  words of the Amen, the faith ful and true wit-
ness, the rul er of  God’s cre a tion. 15 I know your  deeds, that you 
are nei ther cold nor hot. I wish you were ei ther one or the oth er! 
16 So, be cause you are luke warm —  nei ther hot nor cold —  I am 
 about to spit you out of my  mouth. 17 You say, ‘I am rich; I have 
ac quired  wealth and do not need a  thing.’ But you do not re al ize 
that you are wretch ed, piti ful, poor,  blind and na ked. 18 I coun sel 
you to buy from me gold re fined in the fire, so you can be come 
rich; and  white  clothes to wear, so you can cov er your shame ful 
na ked ness; and  salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.

19 Those whom I love I re buke and dis ci pline. So be ear nest 
and re pent. 20 Here I am! I  stand at the door and  knock. If any-
one  hears my  voice and  opens the door, I will come in and eat 
with that per son, and they with me.

21 To the one who is vic to ri ous, I will give the  right to sit with 
me on my  throne, just as I was vic to ri ous and sat down with 
my Fa ther on his  throne. 22 Who ev er has ears, let them hear 
what the Spir it says to the church es.”

Af ter this I  looked, and  there be fore me was a door stand-
ing open in heav en. And the  voice I had  first  heard speak-

ing to me like a trum pet said, “Come up here, and I will show you 
what must take  place af ter this.” 2 At once I was in the Spir it, and 

ta tion of be ing  alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up! Strength en 
what re mains and is  about to die, for I have  found your  deeds 
un fin ished in the  sight of my God. 3 Re mem ber, there fore, 
what you have re ceived and  heard; hold it fast, and re pent. 
But if you do not wake up, I will come like a  thief, and you will 
not know at what time I will come to you.

4 Yet you have a few peo ple in Sar dis who have not  soiled 
their  clothes. They will walk with me,  dressed in  white, for 
they are wor thy. 5 The one who is vic to ri ous will, like them, be 
dressed in  white. I will nev er blot out the name of that per son 
from the book of life, but will ac knowl edge that  name be fore 
my Fa ther and his an gels. 6 Who ev er has ears, let them hear 
what the Spir it says to the church es.

7 “To the an gel of the  church in Phil a del phia write:

These are the  words of him who is holy and true, who  holds 
the key of Da vid. What he  opens no one can shut, and what he 
shuts no one can open. 8 I know your  deeds. See, I have  placed 
be fore you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you 
have lit tle  strength, yet you have kept my word and have not 
de nied my name. 9 I will make  those who are of the syn a gogue 
of Sa tan, who  claim to be Jews  though they are not, but are 
li ars —  I will make them come and fall down at your feet and 
ac knowl edge that I have  loved you. 10 Since you have kept my 
com mand to en dure pa tient ly, I will also keep you from the 
hour of tri al that is go ing to come on the  whole  world to test 
the in hab i tants of the earth.

11 I am com ing soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no 
one will take your  crown. 12 The one who is vic to ri ous I will 
make a pil lar in the tem ple of my God. Nev er  again will they 
leave it. I will  write on them the name of my God and the 
name of the city of my God, the new Je ru sa lem,  which is com-
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5:1–7 Judgment Is God’s The scroll 
with the seven seals reveals the judg-
ments by which evil will be overcome, 
but no created being can break the 
seals. This points to the utterly divine 
nature of God’s plan to make all 
things right. There is only one who 
has conquered death and embodies 
the fullness of God (the seven spirits 
of God), and who is therefore worthy 
to break the seals, to steer the future 
toward God’s ultimate justice. John’s 
vivid description of the One leaves 
no doubt as to whom he is referring: 

Jesus christ, crucified and risen.

5:8–10 Jesus, Worthy of Worship 
celebration among the twenty-four 
elders and four living creatures breaks 
out in the throne room because they 
realize that Jesus has the authority to 
break the seals. And his merits? He 
suffered and died, like many readers 
of this book have or will. But he is 
alive again to take back God’s world, 
and he has redeemed and gathered a 
people from every tribe and nation to 
take it back with him. 

4:4–7 In the Company of God God 
is not alone in the throne room. The 
twenty-four elders, signifying repre-
sentatives of the twelve tribes of israel 
and the twelve apostles, are powerfully 

present, as are the four living creatures, 
representing all of creation. These are 
the beneficiaries of God’s justice proj-
ect: the redeemed community in the 
context of a redeemed creation.

 Then I saw in the  right hand of him who sat on the  throne a  scroll 
with writ ing on both  sides and  sealed with sev en  seals. 2 And I 

saw a  mighty an gel pro claim ing in a loud  voice, “Who is wor thy to 
 break the  seals and open the  scroll?” 3 But no one in heav en or on 
 earth or un der the  earth  could open the  scroll or even look in side 
it. 4 I wept and wept be cause no one was  found who was wor thy to 
open the  scroll or look in side. 5 Then one of the el ders said to me, 
“Do not weep! See, the Lion of the  tribe of Ju dah, the Root of Da vid, 
has tri umphed. He is able to open the  scroll and its sev en seals.”

6 Then I saw a Lamb, look ing as if it had been  slain, stand ing at 
the cen ter of the  throne, en cir cled by the four liv ing crea tures and 
the el ders. The Lamb had sev en  horns and sev en eyes,  which are 
the sev en spir itsb of God sent out into all the  earth. 7 He went and 
took the  scroll from the  right hand of him who sat on the  throne. 
8 And when he had tak en it, the four liv ing crea tures and the twen-
ty-four el ders fell down be fore the Lamb. Each one had a harp 
and they were hold ing gold en  bowls full of in cense,  which are the 
 prayers of  God’s peo ple. 9 And they sang a new song, say ing:

  “You are worthy to take the scroll
  and to open its seals,
  because you were slain,
  and with your blood you purchased for God
  persons from every tribe and language and people 

and nation.

there be fore me was a  throne in heav en with some one sit ting on 
it. 3 And the one who sat  there had the ap pear ance of jas per and 
ruby. A rain bow that  shone like an em er ald en cir cled the  throne. 
4 Sur round ing the  throne were twen ty-four oth er  thrones, and seat-
ed on them were twen ty-four el ders. They were  dressed in  white 
and had  crowns of gold on  their  heads. 5 From the  throne came 
flash es of light ning, rum blings and  peals of thun der. In front of the 
throne, sev en  lamps were blaz ing.  These are the sev en spir itsa of 
God. 6 Also in front of the  throne  there was what  looked like a sea 
of  glass,  clear as crys tal.

In the cen ter,  around the  throne, were four liv ing crea tures, and 
they were cov ered with eyes, in  front and in back. 7 The  first liv ing 
crea ture was like a lion, the sec ond was like an ox, the  third had a 
face like a man, the  fourth was like a fly ing ea gle. 8 Each of the four 
liv ing crea tures had six  wings and was cov ered with eyes all  around, 
even un der its  wings. Day and  night they nev er stop say ing:

“ ‘Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord God Almighty,’a

who was, and is, and is to come.”

9 When ev er the liv ing crea tures give glo ry, hon or and  thanks to 
him who sits on the  throne and who  lives for ever and ever, 10 the 
twen ty-four el ders fall down be fore him who sits on the  throne 
and wor ship him who  lives for ever and ever. They lay  their  crowns 
be fore the  throne and say:

11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,

for you created all things,
and by your will they were created
and have their being.”

b 6 That is, the sevenfold Spirit    

a 5 That is, the sevenfold Spirit    a 8 Isaiah 6:3    
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6:9–10 “How Long, Sovereign Lord?” 
The opening of the fifth seal reveals the 
martyred who cry out for justice. “How 
long, Sovereign Lord?” This echoes 
the cry of the israelites when they were 

slaves in egypt (exod 2:23–25). God 
hears the cries of oppressed people 
and determines to redeem them. But 
the relief may not be immediate: these 
sufferers are told to wait (6:11). 

6:1–8 The Consequences of In-
justice The opening of the first four 
seals reveals four different colored 
horses and their riders: a white horse 
representing the beginning of the end; 
a bright red horse representing conflict 
and war; a black horse represent-

ing great poverty; and a pale horse 
representing death. Together they 
represent the natural consequences of 
injustice brought on by an evil empire: 
war, poverty and death. in all human 
history, these horses and their riders 
ravage God’s creation.

5 When the Lamb  opened the  third seal, I  heard the  third liv ing 
crea ture say, “Come!” I  looked, and  there be fore me was a  black 
 horse! Its rid er was hold ing a pair of  scales in his hand. 6 Then I 
 heard what sound ed like a  voice  among the four liv ing crea tures, 
say ing, “Two  poundsa of  wheat for a  day’s wag es,b and six  poundsc 
of bar ley for a  day’s wag es,b and do not dam age the oil and the 
wine!”

7 When the Lamb  opened the  fourth seal, I  heard the  voice of 
the  fourth liv ing crea ture say, “Come!” 8 I  looked, and  there be fore 
me was a pale  horse! Its rid er was  named  Death, and Ha des was 
fol low ing  close be hind him. They were giv en pow er over a  fourth 
of the  earth to kill by  sword, fam ine and  plague, and by the wild 
 beasts of the earth.

9 When he  opened the  fifth seal, I saw un der the al tar the  souls 
of  those who had been  slain be cause of the word of God and the 
tes ti mo ny they had main tained. 10 They  called out in a loud  voice, 
“How long, Sov er eign Lord, holy and true, un til you  judge the in-
hab i tants of the  earth and  avenge our  blood?” 11 Then each of them 
was giv en a  white robe, and they were told to wait a lit tle lon ger, 
un til the full num ber of  their fel low ser vants, their broth ers and 
sis ters,d were  killed just as they had been.

12 I  watched as he  opened the  sixth seal.  There was a  great earth-
quake. The sun  turned  black like sack cloth made of goat hair, the 
 whole moon  turned  blood red, 13 and the  stars in the sky fell to 
 earth, as figs drop from a fig tree when shak en by a  strong wind. 
14 The heav ens re ced ed like a  scroll be ing  rolled up, and ev ery 
moun tain and is land was re moved from its place.

15 Then the  kings of the  earth, the princ es, the gen er als, the rich, 
the  mighty, and ev ery one else, both  slave and free, hid in  caves 

10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to 
serve our God,

and they will reignc on the earth.”
11 Then I  looked and  heard the  voice of many an gels, num ber ing 

thou sands upon thou sands, and ten thou sand  times ten thou sand. 
They en cir cled the  throne and the liv ing crea tures and the el ders. 
12 In a loud  voice they were say ing:

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and praise!”

13 Then I  heard ev ery crea ture in heav en and on  earth and un der 
the  earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, say ing:

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be praise and honor and glory and power,

for ever and ever!”
14 The four liv ing crea tures said, “Amen,” and the el ders fell down 
and wor shiped.

 I  watched as the Lamb  opened the  first of the sev en  seals. Then 
I  heard one of the four liv ing crea tures say in a  voice like thun-

der, “Come!” 2 I  looked, and  there be fore me was a  white  horse! Its 
rid er held a bow, and he was giv en a  crown, and he rode out as a 
con quer or bent on con quest.

3 When the Lamb  opened the sec ond seal, I  heard the sec ond 
liv ing crea ture say, “Come!” 4 Then an oth er  horse came out, a fi ery 
red one. Its rid er was giv en pow er to take  peace from the  earth and 
to make peo ple kill each oth er. To him was giv en a  large sword.

a 6 Or about 1 kilogram    b 6 Greek a denarius    c 6 Or about 3 kilograms    d 11 The Greek 
word for brothers and sisters (adelphoi) refers here to believers, both men and women, as part of 
God’s family; also in 12:10; 19:10.    

c 10 Some manuscripts they reign    
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7:9–10 A Multicolored Kingdom The 
cultural diversity in this worship scene 
is remarkable: every tribe and people 
and language is present. integral to 
God’s justice project is racial, ethnic 
and tribal reconciliation. indeed God’s 
kingdom is a multicolored, intercultur-
al, international kingdom! 

7:13–17 A Kingdom of Comfort 
God’s kingdom is also a kingdom 
of martyrs. its people have lived 
through great tribulation. However, 
their pain is short lived. God will 
shelter, feed, comfort and love them 
forever. 

7:1–3 Safe from Judgment Before 
the opening of the seventh seal, 
John’s vision reminds christians of 
what they are to be and do while 
God’s judgment carries on. Four an-
gels are poised to inflict great damage, 
but another angel delays them until 

the faithful have been marked with 
a seal on their foreheads. This mark 
spares God’s people from divine judg-
ment. The church can rest assured 
that God has identified his people and 
that they are ultimately safe.

guage, stand ing be fore the  throne and be fore the Lamb. They were 
wear ing  white  robes and were hold ing palm branch es in  their 
 hands. 10 And they  cried out in a loud voice:

  “Salvation belongs to our God,
  who sits on the throne,
  and to the Lamb.”
11 All the an gels were stand ing  around the  throne and  around the 
el ders and the four liv ing crea tures. They fell down on  their fac es 
be fore the  throne and wor shiped God, 12 say ing:

  “Amen!
  Praise and glory
  and wisdom and thanks and honor
  and power and strength
  be to our God for ever and ever.
  Amen!”

13 Then one of the el ders  asked me, “These in  white  robes —  who 
are they, and  where did they come from?”

14 I an swered, “Sir, you know.”
And he said, “These are they who have come out of the  great 

trib u la tion; they have  washed  their  robes and made them  white in 
the  blood of the Lamb. 15 There fore,

  “they are before the throne of God
  and serve him day and night in his temple;
  and he who sits on the throne
  will shelter them with his presence.
 16  ‘Never again will they hunger;
  never again will they thirst.

and  among the  rocks of the moun tains. 16 They  called to the moun-
tains and the  rocks, “Fall on us and hide use from the face of him 
who sits on the  throne and from the  wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the 
great day of  theirf  wrath has come, and who can with stand it?”

 Af ter this I saw four an gels stand ing at the four cor ners of the 
 earth, hold ing back the four  winds of the  earth to pre vent any 

wind from blow ing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. 2 Then 
I saw an oth er an gel com ing up from the east, hav ing the seal of the 
liv ing God. He  called out in a loud  voice to the four an gels who had 
been giv en pow er to harm the land and the sea: 3 “Do not harm the 
land or the sea or the  trees un til we put a seal on the fore heads of 
the ser vants of our God.” 4 Then I  heard the num ber of  those who 
were  sealed: 144,000 from all the  tribes of Is ra el.

5 From the  tribe of Ju dah 12,000 were sealed,
from the  tribe of Reu ben 12,000,
from the  tribe of Gad 12,000,

6 from the  tribe of Ash er 12,000,
from the  tribe of Naph ta li 12,000,
from the  tribe of Ma nas seh 12,000,

7 from the  tribe of Sim e on 12,000,
from the  tribe of Levi 12,000,
from the  tribe of Is sa char 12,000,

8 from the  tribe of Zeb u lun 12,000,
from the  tribe of Jo seph 12,000,
from the  tribe of Ben ja min 12,000.
9 Af ter this I  looked, and  there be fore me was a  great mul ti tude 

that no one  could  count, from ev ery na tion,  tribe, peo ple and lan-
e 16 See Hosea 10:8.    f 17 Some manuscripts his    
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8:13 Humanity Is Next An eagle 
conveys the message that the coming 
judgments—the next three trumpets—
are different. Whereas the first four 
trumpets have to do with ecological 
consequences, the next three have 
to do with the human population. 

This difference is significant enough 
that the language of trumpets (hear 
ye, this important announcement!) is 
intensified with the language of woes 
(oh, the bloodshed and carnage that 
are about to take place!).

8:7–12 Creation Convulses The first 
four trumpets depict a convulsing, 
hemorrhaging creation; the angels 
in charge have turned the elements 
loose on the earth, doing extensive 
damage. it would be misguided to 
interpret this as God’s literal use of 

natural disasters to destroy the envi-
ronment and punish whole peoples. 
Rather, the first four trumpets should 
be seen as God’s coming judgment 
upon evil, so forceful that creation 
itself reacts violently and destructively. 

10 The  third an gel sound ed his trum pet, and a  great star, blaz ing 
like a  torch, fell from the sky on a  third of the riv ers and on the 
 springs of wa ter —  11 the name of the star is Worm wood.c A  third 
of the wa ters  turned bit ter, and many peo ple died from the wa ters 
that had be come bit ter.

12 The  fourth an gel sound ed his trum pet, and a  third of the sun 
was  struck, a  third of the moon, and a  third of the  stars, so that a 
 third of them  turned dark. A  third of the day was with out  light, and 
also a  third of the night.

13 As I  watched, I  heard an ea gle that was fly ing in mid air call out 
in a loud  voice: “Woe! Woe! Woe to the in hab i tants of the  earth, 
be cause of the trum pet  blasts  about to be sound ed by the oth er 
 three an gels!”

 The  fifth an gel sound ed his trum pet, and I saw a star that had 
fall en from the sky to the  earth. The star was giv en the key to the 

 shaft of the  Abyss. 2 When he  opened the  Abyss,  smoke rose from 
it like the  smoke from a gi gan tic fur nace. The sun and sky were 
dark ened by the  smoke from the  Abyss. 3 And out of the  smoke lo-
custs came down on the  earth and were giv en pow er like that of 
scor pi ons of the  earth. 4 They were told not to harm the  grass of 
the  earth or any  plant or tree, but only  those peo ple who did not 
have the seal of God on  their fore heads. 5 They were not al lowed to 
kill them but only to tor ture them for five  months. And the ag o ny 
they suf fered was like that of the  sting of a scor pi on when it  strikes. 
6 Dur ing  those days peo ple will seek  death but will not find it; they 
will long to die, but  death will  elude them.

7 The lo custs  looked like hors es pre pared for bat tle. On  their 
 heads they wore some thing like  crowns of gold, and  their fac es re-
sem bled hu man fac es. 8 Their hair was like wom en’s hair, and  their 

The sun will not beat down on them,’a

nor any scorching heat.
17 For the Lamb at the center of the throne

will be their shepherd;
‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’a

‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’b”

 When he  opened the sev enth seal,  there was si lence in heav en 
for  about half an hour.

2 And I saw the sev en an gels who  stand be fore God, and sev en 
trum pets were giv en to them.

3 An oth er an gel, who had a gold en cen ser, came and  stood at 
the al tar. He was giv en much in cense to of fer, with the  prayers of 
all  God’s peo ple, on the gold en al tar in front of the  throne. 4 The 
smoke of the in cense, to geth er with the  prayers of  God’s peo ple, 
went up be fore God from the an gel’s hand. 5 Then the an gel took 
the cen ser,  filled it with fire from the al tar, and  hurled it on the 
earth; and  there came  peals of thun der, rum blings, flash es of light-
ning and an earth quake.

6 Then the sev en an gels who had the sev en trum pets pre pared 
to  sound them.

7 The  first an gel sound ed his trum pet, and  there came hail and 
fire  mixed with  blood, and it was  hurled down on the  earth. A  third 
of the  earth was  burned up, a  third of the  trees were  burned up, 
and all the  green  grass was  burned up.

8 The sec ond an gel sound ed his trum pet, and some thing like a 
huge moun tain, all  ablaze, was  thrown into the sea. A  third of the 
sea  turned into  blood, 9 a  third of the liv ing crea tures in the sea 
died, and a  third of the  ships were de stroyed.

c 11 Wormwood is a bitter substance.    

a 16,17 Isaiah 49:10    b 17 Isaiah 25:8    
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a 9 Ezek. 3:3    

10:9–11 Bittersweet Prophetic Min-
istry in one of two scenes before the 
last trumpet-woe, John is instructed to 
eat a scroll that is sweet to the mouth 
but bitter to the stomach (see ezek 
2:8–3:3). This vision commissions 
him to engage in prophetic ministry 

against the nations. Prophetic ministry 
is sweet to the mouth because proph-
ecy (the scroll) is truth; but it is bitter 
to the stomach because the people to 
whom it is directed often reject it and 
blame and persecute the messenger, 
the prophet, that is, the church. 

9:11 The Diabolical Origins of Po-
litical Injustice Sandwiched between 
the fifth and sixth trumpet-woes, this 
verse connects the hellish netherworld 
with corrupt human government. 
“Abaddon” and “Apollyon” most 
probably allude to Roman emperor 
Domitian, who claimed to be the 
incarnation of the Roman god Apollo. 
indeed, the suffering brought on by 
unjust government originates from 

the pit of hell. The woes, therefore, 
should be seen not as God inflicting 
torturous judgment upon unredeemed 
(or unsealed) humanity (9:4), but rather 
as God allowing the agents of injustice 
to intensify their efforts.

9:20–21 Unrepentance Despite the 
intense suffering of the people under 
evil’s reign (which God has allowed 
as an act of judgment), the people 
continue in their evil ways. 

 idols that can not see or hear or walk. 21 Nor did they re pent of  their 
mur ders,  their mag ic arts,  their sex u al im mo ral i ty or  their thefts.

 Then I saw an oth er  mighty an gel com ing down from heav en. 
He was  robed in a  cloud, with a rain bow  above his head; his 

face was like the sun, and his legs were like fi ery pil lars. 2 He was 
hold ing a lit tle  scroll,  which lay open in his hand. He plant ed his 
 right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 3 and he gave a 
loud  shout like the roar of a lion. When he shout ed, the voic es of 
the sev en thun ders  spoke. 4 And when the sev en thun ders  spoke, 
I was  about to  write; but I  heard a  voice from heav en say, “Seal up 
what the sev en thun ders have said and do not  write it down.”

5 Then the an gel I had seen stand ing on the sea and on the land 
 raised his  right hand to heav en. 6 And he  swore by him who  lives for 
ever and ever, who cre at ed the heav ens and all that is in them, the 
 earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, and said, 
“There will be no more de lay! 7 But in the days when the sev enth 
an gel is  about to  sound his trum pet, the mys tery of God will be 
ac com plished, just as he an nounced to his ser vants the proph ets.”

8 Then the  voice that I had  heard from heav en  spoke to me once 
more: “Go, take the  scroll that lies open in the hand of the an gel 
who is stand ing on the sea and on the land.”

9 So I went to the an gel and  asked him to give me the lit tle  scroll. 
He said to me, “Take it and eat it. It will turn your stom ach sour, 
but ‘in your  mouth it will be as  sweet as hon ey.’a” 10 I took the lit tle 
 scroll from the an gel’s hand and ate it. It tast ed as  sweet as hon ey 
in my  mouth, but when I had eat en it, my stom ach  turned sour. 
11 Then I was told, “You must proph e sy  again  about many peo ples, 
na tions, lan guag es and kings.”

teeth were like li ons’  teeth. 9 They had breast plates like breast-
plates of iron, and the  sound of  their  wings was like the thun der-
ing of many hors es and char i ots rush ing into bat tle. 10 They had 
tails with sting ers, like scor pi ons, and in  their  tails they had pow er 
to tor ment peo ple for five  months. 11 They had as king over them 
the an gel of the  Abyss,  whose name in He brew is Abad don and in 
Greek is Apol lyon (that is, De stroy er).

12 The  first woe is past; two oth er woes are yet to come.
13 The  sixth an gel sound ed his trum pet, and I  heard a  voice com-

ing from the four  horns of the gold en al tar that is be fore God. 14 It 
said to the  sixth an gel who had the trum pet, “Re lease the four an-
gels who are  bound at the  great riv er Eu phra tes.” 15 And the four 
an gels who had been kept  ready for this very hour and day and 
month and year were re leased to kill a  third of man kind. 16 The 
num ber of the mount ed  troops was twice ten thou sand times ten 
thou sand. I  heard  their num ber.

17 The hors es and rid ers I saw in my vi sion  looked like this:  Their 
breast plates were fi ery red, dark blue, and yel low as sul fur. The 
heads of the hors es re sem bled the  heads of li ons, and out of  their 
mouths came fire,  smoke and sul fur. 18 A  third of man kind was 
killed by the  three  plagues of fire,  smoke and sul fur that came out 
of  their  mouths. 19 The pow er of the hors es was in  their  mouths 
and in  their  tails; for  their  tails were like  snakes, hav ing  heads with 
which they in flict in ju ry.

20 The rest of man kind who were not  killed by  these  plagues  still 
did not re pent of the work of  their  hands; they did not stop wor ship-
ing de mons, and  idols of gold, sil ver,  bronze,  stone and wood —  
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a 4 See Zech. 4:3,11,14.    b 11 Or Spirit (see Ezek. 37:5,14)    

11:15–19 The Culmination The last 
trumpet-woe (seventh trumpet, third 
woe) completes a vision of repeated 
death and destruction with a scene of 
exuberant worship. All through Reve-
lation, forces of evil and death act with 
horrifying power; and yet, God’s peo-
ple endure. They not only endure; they 

sing rapturously of God’s splendor. 
This dual reality is one of the book’s 
crucial contributions. A greater reality 
triumphs over the horror of suffering 
and injustice. When God’s people 
gather to worship, they enact this very 
reality, celebrating God’s justice with 
song, dance and instruments.

11:1–6 Witnessing Against Idolatry 
and Injustice in the second scene, 
John is told to measure the temple, 
identifying it as God’s. Two witnesses 
are then introduced. Scholars gener-
ally agree that these two witnesses 
represent the Law (Moses) and the 
Prophets (elijah). The church’s mission 
in an evil world is to stand upon its firm 
foundation bearing witness against 
idolatry and injustice. We do so as part 
of a continuing story of God setting 
things right, told throughout the Bible.

11:7–12 Bearing Witness in Death 
The two witnesses are killed by evil, 
and believing that it has triumphed 
over them, the world gloats. But suf-
fering and death are not the end of the 
story. God breathes new life into the 
witnesses (the church), evoking great 
fear on their enemies. The church 
bears witness to the good news by its 
righteous suffering unto death. God 
has power to raise God’s people up.

to them, “Come up here.” And they went up to heav en in a  cloud, 
 while  their en e mies  looked on.

13 At that very hour  there was a se vere earth quake and a  tenth of 
the city col lapsed. Sev en thou sand peo ple were  killed in the earth-
quake, and the sur vi vors were ter ri fied and gave glo ry to the God 
of heav en.

14 The sec ond woe has  passed; the  third woe is com ing soon.
15 The sev enth an gel sound ed his trum pet, and  there were loud 

voic es in heav en,  which said:

  “The kingdom of the world has become
  the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah,
  and he will reign for ever and ever.”
16 And the twen ty-four el ders, who were seat ed on  their  thrones 
be fore God, fell on  their fac es and wor shiped God, 17 say ing:

  “We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty,
  the One who is and who was,
  because you have taken your great power
  and have begun to reign.
 18  The nations were angry,
  and your wrath has come.
  The time has come for judging the dead,
  and for rewarding your servants the prophets
  and your people who revere your name,
  both great and small —  
  and for destroying those who destroy the earth.”

19 Then  God’s tem ple in heav en was  opened, and with in his tem ple 
was seen the ark of his cov enant. And  there came flash es of light ning, 
rum blings,  peals of thun der, an earth quake and a se vere hail storm.

 I was giv en a reed like a mea sur ing rod and was told, “Go 
and mea sure the tem ple of God and the al tar, with its wor-

ship ers. 2 But ex clude the out er  court; do not mea sure it, be cause 
it has been giv en to the Gen tiles. They will tram ple on the holy city 
for 42  months. 3 And I will ap point my two wit ness es, and they will 
proph e sy for 1,260 days,  clothed in sack cloth.” 4 They are “the two 
ol ive  trees” and the two lamp stands, and “they  stand be fore the 
Lord of the  earth.”a 5 If any one  tries to harm them, fire  comes from 
their  mouths and de vours  their en e mies. This is how any one who 
wants to harm them must die. 6 They have pow er to shut up the 
heav ens so that it will not rain dur ing the time they are proph e sy-
ing; and they have pow er to turn the wa ters into  blood and to  strike 
the  earth with ev ery kind of  plague as of ten as they want.

7 Now when they have fin ished  their tes ti mo ny, the  beast that 
comes up from the  Abyss will at tack them, and over pow er and kill 
them. 8 Their bod ies will lie in the pub lic  square of the  great city —  
which is fig u ra tive ly  called Sod om and  Egypt —  where also  their 
Lord was cru ci fied. 9 For  three and a half days some from ev ery 
peo ple,  tribe, lan guage and na tion will gaze on  their bod ies and 
refuse them buri al. 10 The in hab i tants of the  earth will  gloat over 
them and will cel e brate by send ing each oth er  gifts, be cause  these 
two proph ets had tor ment ed  those who live on the earth.

11 But af ter the  three and a half days the  breathb of life from God 
en tered them, and they  stood on  their feet, and ter ror  struck  those 
who saw them. 12 Then they  heard a loud  voice from heav en say ing 
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12:11 The Power Source of the 
Throw-Down Michael and his army, 
who fight against the evil ones in 
heaven, are empowered to throw 
them down by the power of “the 
blood of the Lamb” (the atoning work 
of christ on the cross) and “the word 
of their testimony” (the faithfulness of 
the suffering church in a hostile world). 
Suffering sometimes seems pointless, 
and faithfulness may bring no evident 
reward. But just as heaven’s battles 
affect our world, so our battles con-
tribute to heaven’s. Revelation’s vision 

of reality in heaven and earth should 
inspire courage and faith in people 
who are struggling against evil. 

12:12–17 Satan’s Anger Because 
he has been thrown down, Satan 
determines to do as much damage 
as he can before his final demise. His 
anger is directed particularly upon “the 
woman who had given birth to the 
male child.” At first glance this seems 
to be in reference to Mary, mother of 
Jesus. But it makes more sense in 
this context to see the woman as the 
church, which is Satan’s target. 

12:1–3 Above the Scenes Before 
going to the next and last set of judg-
ments—the seven plagues or bowls, 
starting in chapter 15—John takes us 
behind the scenes like never before. Or 
perhaps it would be more accurate to 
say “above the scenes,” for the picture 
he begins to describe in chapter 12 is 
of the battle that rages in the cosmos 
between good and evil, between the 
armies of light and the armies of dark-
ness, between God and Satan.

12:7–9 Throwing Down the Devil 
John makes it clear that at the end of 
the day the armies of light—Michael 
and his legion of angels—prevail 
against the dragon, the devil himself, 
who is also called Satan. He and 
his underlings are cast down from 
heaven. At the highest level of unseen 
power, justice wins. And if the war in 
heaven is won by the forces of good, 
the devil lives on borrowed time.

  For the accuser of our brothers and sisters,
  who accuses them before our God day and night,
  has been hurled down.
 11  They triumphed over him
  by the blood of the Lamb
  and by the word of their testimony;
  they did not love their lives so much
  as to shrink from death.
 12  Therefore rejoice, you heavens
  and you who dwell in them!
  But woe to the earth and the sea,
  because the devil has gone down to you!
  He is filled with fury,
  because he knows that his time is short.”

13 When the drag on saw that he had been  hurled to the  earth, 
he pur sued the wom an who had giv en  birth to the male  child. 
14 The wom an was giv en the two  wings of a  great ea gle, so that she 
 might fly to the  place pre pared for her in the wil der ness,  where she 
 would be tak en care of for a time,  times and half a time, out of the 
ser pent’s  reach. 15 Then from his  mouth the ser pent  spewed wa ter 
like a riv er, to over take the wom an and  sweep her away with the 
tor rent. 16 But the  earth  helped the wom an by open ing its  mouth 
and swal low ing the riv er that the drag on had  spewed out of his 
 mouth. 17 Then the drag on was en raged at the wom an and went 

 A  great sign ap peared in heav en: a wom an  clothed with the 
sun, with the moon un der her feet and a  crown of  twelve 

stars on her head. 2 She was preg nant and  cried out in pain as she 
was  about to give  birth. 3 Then an oth er sign ap peared in heav en: 
an enor mous red drag on with sev en  heads and ten  horns and sev-
en  crowns on its  heads. 4 Its tail  swept a  third of the  stars out of the 
sky and  flung them to the  earth. The drag on  stood in  front of the 
wom an who was  about to give  birth, so that it  might de vour her 
child the mo ment he was born. 5 She gave  birth to a son, a male 
child, who “will rule all the na tions with an iron scep ter.”a And her 
child was  snatched up to God and to his  throne. 6 The wom an fled 
into the wil der ness to a  place pre pared for her by God,  where she 
might be tak en care of for 1,260 days.

7 Then war broke out in heav en. Mi cha el and his an gels  fought 
against the drag on, and the drag on and his an gels  fought back. 
8 But he was not  strong  enough, and they lost  their  place in heav-
en. 9 The  great drag on was  hurled down —  that an cient ser pent 
called the dev il, or Sa tan, who  leads the  whole  world  astray. He 
was  hurled to the  earth, and his an gels with him.

10 Then I  heard a loud  voice in heav en say:

“Now have come the salvation and the power
and the kingdom of our God,
and the authority of his Messiah.
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13:9–10 A Moment of Clarity John 
breaks from his complex apocalyptic 
artwork of cryptic symbols and imag-
es, declaring very clearly the message 
of the book: “This calls for patient 
endurance and faithfulness on the part 
of God’s people.” 

13:16–18 The Mark of the Beast The 

land-beast, the actual implementer 
of evil, requires everyone to bear the 
mark of the beast, the infamous “666.” 
Those not bearing it cannot participate 
in the commerce of the day, thus 
guaranteeing great impoverishment. 
Followers of the Lamb, by implication, 
will fall victim to this injustice. 

13:1–12 Diabolical Political Powers 
Satan, the thrown-down dragon, gives 
great authority to a hideous beast aris-
ing from the sea, which in turn gives 
authority to another beast that emerg-
es out of the earth. Most scholars 
agree that the sea-beast historically 
represents imperial Rome, especially 
Nero, who was responsible for the first 
intense wave of christian persecu-
tion, and the land-beast represents 
the local governmental system—later 
identified as “the false prophet” in 

16:13; 19:20; and 20:10—that imple-
ments Rome’s decrees, including the 
mandate to bow down to the emperor. 
But these beastly vice-regents of 
Satan represent more than historical 
figures; they represent all despots, cru-
el dictators, oppressive regimes and 
persecutors of the faithful throughout 
time. indeed, says the apostle John, 
“as you have heard that the antichrist 
is coming, even now many antichrists 
have come. This is how we know it is 
the last hour” (1 John 2:18).

9 Who ev er has ears, let them hear.

 10  “If anyone is to go into captivity,
  into captivity they will go.
  If anyone is to be killedc with the sword,
  with the sword they will be killed.”d

This  calls for pa tient en dur ance and faith ful ness on the part of 
 God’s peo ple.

11 Then I saw a sec ond  beast, com ing out of the  earth. It had two 
 horns like a lamb, but it  spoke like a drag on. 12 It ex er cised all the 
au thor i ty of the  first  beast on its be half, and made the  earth and its 
in hab i tants wor ship the  first  beast,  whose fa tal  wound had been 
 healed. 13 And it per formed  great  signs, even caus ing fire to come 
down from heav en to the  earth in full view of the peo ple. 14 Be-
cause of the  signs it was giv en pow er to per form on be half of the 
 first  beast, it de ceived the in hab i tants of the  earth. It or dered them 
to set up an im age in hon or of the  beast who was wound ed by 
the  sword and yet  lived. 15 The sec ond  beast was giv en pow er to 
give  breath to the im age of the  first  beast, so that the im age  could 
 speak and  cause all who re fused to wor ship the im age to be  killed. 
16 It also  forced all peo ple,  great and  small, rich and poor, free and 
 slave, to re ceive a mark on  their  right  hands or on  their fore heads, 
17 so that they  could not buy or sell un less they had the mark,  which 
is the name of the  beast or the num ber of its name.

18 This  calls for wis dom. Let the per son who has in sight cal cu-
late the num ber of the  beast, for it is the num ber of a man.a That 
num ber is 666.

off to wage war  against the rest of her off spring —   those who keep 
God’s com mands and hold fast  their tes ti mo ny  about  Jesus.

 The drag ona  stood on the  shore of the sea. And I saw a  beast 
com ing out of the sea. It had ten  horns and sev en  heads, with 

ten  crowns on its  horns, and on each head a blas phe mous name. 
2 The  beast I saw re sem bled a leop ard, but had feet like  those of a 
bear and a  mouth like that of a lion. The drag on gave the  beast his 
pow er and his  throne and  great au thor i ty. 3 One of the  heads of 
the  beast  seemed to have had a fa tal  wound, but the fa tal  wound 
had been  healed. The  whole  world was  filled with won der and fol-
lowed the  beast. 4 Peo ple wor shiped the drag on be cause he had 
giv en au thor i ty to the  beast, and they also wor shiped the  beast 
and  asked, “Who is like the  beast? Who can wage war  against it?”

5 The  beast was giv en a  mouth to ut ter  proud  words and blas-
phe mies and to ex er cise its au thor i ty for for ty-two  months. 6 It 
opened its  mouth to blas pheme God, and to slan der his name 
and his dwell ing  place and  those who live in heav en. 7 It was giv-
en pow er to wage war  against  God’s  holy peo ple and to con quer 
them. And it was giv en au thor i ty over ev ery  tribe, peo ple, lan guage 
and na tion. 8 All in hab i tants of the  earth will wor ship the  beast —  
all  whose  names have not been writ ten in the  Lamb’s book of life, 
the Lamb who was  slain from the cre a tion of the world.b
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14:14–20 God’s Redeeming Justice 
This passage is one of the more 
difficult to interpret (which is saying 
much in the book of Revelation!). As 
the “winepress of God’s wrath” is 
trampled “outside the city,” much wine 
or blood flows from it. At first glance, 
the blood seems to belong to the 
damned, as God executes judgment 
upon them. But the possibility must be 

entertained that the blood ultimately 
belongs to Jesus’ followers, whose 
spilled blood brings the growth of the 
church and the healing of the nations. 
Such an interpretation supports the 
notion that God’s justice is not ulti-
mately about God’s wrath, but about 
God’s ability to turn evil—the killing of 
believers by the unrighteous—into an 
opportunity for redemption. 

14:1 The Presence of the Lamb: 
The Promise of Justice if a portrait of 
christian hope can be painted, it will 
look much like this: the Warrior Lamb, 
flanked by those bearing the mark of 
God and singing a song known only to 
God and God’s servants. The quality 
of their lives is the first fruit offered to 
God and the Lamb, who seek to set 
the whole cosmos right.

14:6–7 Evangelism and Justice An 
angel proclaims the good news of 
God’s justice throughout the world 
and invites people from all tribes and 
nations to worship the One who will 
be victorious. This shows the close 
relationship between evangelism  
and justice. 

will be tor ment ed with burn ing sul fur in the pres ence of the holy an-
gels and of the Lamb. 11 And the  smoke of  their tor ment will rise for 
ever and ever.  There will be no rest day or  night for  those who wor-
ship the  beast and its im age, or for any one who re ceives the mark 
of its name.” 12 This  calls for pa tient en dur ance on the part of the 
peo ple of God who keep his com mands and re main faith ful to  Jesus.

13 Then I  heard a  voice from heav en say, “Write this:  Blessed are 
the dead who die in the Lord from now on.”

“Yes,” says the Spir it, “they will rest from  their la bor, for  their 
 deeds will fol low them.”

14 I  looked, and  there be fore me was a  white  cloud, and seat-
ed on the  cloud was one like a son of manc with a  crown of gold 
on his head and a  sharp sick le in his hand. 15 Then an oth er an gel 
came out of the tem ple and  called in a loud  voice to him who was 
sit ting on the  cloud, “Take your sick le and reap, be cause the time 
to reap has come, for the har vest of the  earth is ripe.” 16 So he who 
was seat ed on the  cloud  swung his sick le over the  earth, and the 
 earth was har vest ed.

17 An oth er an gel came out of the tem ple in heav en, and he too 
had a  sharp sick le. 18 Still an oth er an gel, who had  charge of the 
fire, came from the al tar and  called in a loud  voice to him who had 
the  sharp sick le, “Take your  sharp sick le and gath er the clus ters 
of  grapes from the  earth’s vine, be cause its  grapes are ripe.” 19 The 
an gel  swung his sick le on the  earth, gath ered its  grapes and  threw 
them into the  great wine press of  God’s  wrath. 20 They were tram pled 
in the wine press out side the city, and  blood  flowed out of the  press, 
ris ing as high as the hors es’ bri dles for a dis tance of 1,600 sta dia.a

 Then I  looked, and  there be fore me was the Lamb, stand ing 
on  Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who had his name and 

his Fa ther’s name writ ten on  their fore heads. 2 And I  heard a  sound 
from heav en like the roar of rush ing wa ters and like a loud peal of 
thun der. The  sound I  heard was like that of harp ists play ing  their 
harps. 3 And they sang a new song be fore the  throne and be fore 
the four liv ing crea tures and the el ders. No one  could  learn the 
song ex cept the 144,000 who had been re deemed from the  earth. 
4 These are  those who did not de file them selves with wom en, for 
they re mained vir gins. They fol low the Lamb wher ev er he goes. 
They were pur chased from  among man kind and of fered as first-
fruits to God and the Lamb. 5 No lie was  found in  their  mouths; 
they are blame less.

6 Then I saw an oth er an gel fly ing in mid air, and he had the eter-
nal gos pel to pro claim to  those who live on the  earth —  to ev ery 
na tion,  tribe, lan guage and peo ple. 7 He said in a loud  voice, “Fear 
God and give him glo ry, be cause the hour of his judg ment has 
come. Wor ship him who made the heav ens, the  earth, the sea and 
the  springs of wa ter.”

8 A sec ond an gel fol lowed and said, “ ‘Fall en! Fall en is Bab ylon 
the  Great,’b  which made all the na tions  drink the mad den ing wine 
of her adul ter ies.”

9 A  third an gel fol lowed them and said in a loud  voice: “If any one 
wor ships the  beast and its im age and re ceives its mark on  their fore-
head or on  their hand, 10 they, too, will  drink the wine of  God’s fury, 
which has been  poured full  strength into the cup of his  wrath. They 
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16:1 The Last Plagues Served Up 
The uninterrupted speed with which 
John reveals the seven bowls of 
plagues suggests that the last judg-
ment of God will be short and swift, 
but also intensified. During the seals 
and trumpets, only a fourth (6:8) or a 
third of the earth (8:10–12) was dam-
aged, but during the plagues, all of it 
is contaminated and ruined. And while 
the three trumpet-woes (8:13–11:19) 

describe God’s partial judgment upon 
evil and its followers, the plagues 
describe the complete and devastat-
ing defeat of Satan and the human 
kings who follow him (16:12–21). The 
intensity of the pain and suffering and 
eternal death of Satan, the kings of 
the earth, and anyone bearing the 
mark of the beast should eliminate any 
notion that God is soft on rebellion, 
idolatry and injustice!

15:1 The End in Sight John sees 
seven angels with seven plagues, the 
last set of judgments. And by last, he 
really means it this time! “Because 
with them God’s wrath is completed.”

15:2–4 On the Edge of Liberation 
Those who prevailed against the 
beast(s) await the final judgment. 
And as they wait, they sing a song of 
praise to God, who is not only their 
king, but also the king of the nations. 
They sing the song of Moses and of 
the Lamb while standing beside a sea 
of glass. The reference to the Lamb 
is easy enough to understand, but 
what of the sea of glass and the song 

of Moses? These evoke the memory 
of the exodus among John’s readers/
listeners, when the Hebrews stood 
in desperation at the edge of the 
Red Sea. As the unforgettable story 
goes, the Lord miraculously parted 
the Red Sea, enabling the Hebrews 
to walk across dry land. But when the 
egyptians pursued them via the same 
route, the Lord closed the waters 
upon them (exod 14:21ff). The Songs 
of Moses and Miriam (exod 15:1–21) 
were jubilantly shouted in celebration 
of their final liberation from slavery. 
God’s people can count on a similar 
liberation, prompting them to sing the 
same song.

tem ple came the sev en an gels with the sev en  plagues. They were 
 dressed in  clean, shin ing lin en and wore gold en sash es  around 
 their  chests. 7 Then one of the four liv ing crea tures gave to the sev en 
an gels sev en gold en  bowls  filled with the  wrath of God, who  lives 
for ever and ever. 8 And the tem ple was  filled with  smoke from the 
glo ry of God and from his pow er, and no one  could en ter the tem-
ple un til the sev en  plagues of the sev en an gels were com plet ed.

 Then I  heard a loud  voice from the tem ple say ing to the sev-
en an gels, “Go, pour out the sev en  bowls of  God’s  wrath on 

the earth.”
2 The  first an gel went and  poured out his bowl on the land, and 

ugly, fes ter ing  sores  broke out on the peo ple who had the mark of 
the  beast and wor shiped its im age.

3 The sec ond an gel  poured out his bowl on the sea, and it  turned 
into  blood like that of a dead per son, and ev ery liv ing  thing in the 
sea died.

4 The  third an gel  poured out his bowl on the riv ers and  springs of 
wa ter, and they be came  blood. 5 Then I  heard the an gel in  charge 
of the wa ters say:

  “You are just in these judgments, O Holy One,
  you who are and who were;
 6  for they have shed the blood of your holy people and 

your prophets,
  and you have given them blood to drink as they 

deserve.”

 I saw in heav en an oth er  great and mar vel ous sign: sev en an-
gels with the sev en last  plagues —  last, be cause with them 

God’s  wrath is com plet ed. 2 And I saw what  looked like a sea of 
glass glow ing with fire and, stand ing be side the sea,  those who had 
been vic to ri ous over the  beast and its im age and over the num ber 
of its name. They held  harps giv en them by God 3 and sang the 
song of  God’s ser vant Mo ses and of the Lamb:

“Great and marvelous are your deeds,
Lord God Almighty.

Just and true are your ways,
King of the nations.b

4 Who will not fear you, Lord,
and bring glory to your name?

For you alone are holy.
All nations will come

and worship before you,
for your righteous acts have been revealed.”c

5 Af ter this I  looked, and I saw in heav en the tem ple —  that is, the 
tab er na cle of the cov enant law —  and it was  opened. 6 Out of the 
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sky huge hail stones, each weigh ing  about a hun dred  pounds,a fell 
on peo ple. And they  cursed God on ac count of the  plague of hail, 
be cause the  plague was so ter ri ble.

 One of the sev en an gels who had the sev en  bowls came and 
said to me, “Come, I will show you the pun ish ment of the 

 great pros ti tute, who sits by many wa ters. 2 With her the  kings of 
the  earth com mit ted adul tery, and the in hab i tants of the  earth 
were in tox i cat ed with the wine of her adul ter ies.”

3 Then the an gel car ried me away in the Spir it into a wil der ness. 
 There I saw a wom an sit ting on a scar let  beast that was cov ered 
with blas phe mous  names and had sev en  heads and ten  horns. 
4 The wom an was  dressed in pur ple and scar let, and was glit ter ing 
with gold, pre cious  stones and  pearls. She held a gold en cup in her 
hand,  filled with abom i na ble  things and the  filth of her adul ter ies. 
5 The name writ ten on her fore head was a mystery:

babylon the great
the mother of prostitutes

and of the abominations of the earth.
6 I saw that the wom an was  drunk with the  blood of  God’s  holy peo-
ple, the  blood of  those who bore tes ti mo ny to  Jesus.

When I saw her, I was great ly as ton ished. 7 Then the an gel said to 
me: “Why are you as ton ished? I will ex plain to you the mys tery of the 
wom an and of the  beast she  rides,  which has the sev en  heads and 
ten  horns. 8 The  beast,  which you saw, once was, now is not, and yet 
will come up out of the  Abyss and go to its de struc tion. The in hab i-
tants of the  earth  whose  names have not been writ ten in the book of 
life from the cre a tion of the  world will be as ton ished when they see 
the  beast, be cause it once was, now is not, and yet will come.

9 “This  calls for a mind with wis dom. The sev en  heads are sev en 
 hills on  which the wom an sits. 10 They are also sev en  kings. Five 
have fall en, one is, the oth er has not yet come; but when he does 
come, he must re main for  only a lit tle  while. 11 The  beast who once 
was, and now is not, is an  eighth king. He be longs to the sev en and 
is go ing to his de struc tion.

12 “The ten  horns you saw are ten  kings who have not yet re ceived 

7 And I  heard the al tar re spond:

“Yes, Lord God Almighty,
true and just are your judgments.”

8 The  fourth an gel  poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun 
was al lowed to  scorch peo ple with fire. 9 They were  seared by the 
in tense heat and they  cursed the name of God, who had con trol 
over  these  plagues, but they re fused to re pent and glo ri fy him.

10 The  fifth an gel  poured out his bowl on the  throne of the  beast, 
and its king dom was  plunged into dark ness. Peo ple  gnawed  their 
tongues in ag o ny 11 and  cursed the God of heav en be cause of  their 
pains and  their  sores, but they re fused to re pent of what they  
had done.

12 The  sixth an gel  poured out his bowl on the  great riv er Eu phra-
tes, and its wa ter was  dried up to pre pare the way for the  kings 
from the East. 13 Then I saw  three im pure spir its that  looked like 
frogs; they came out of the  mouth of the drag on, out of the  mouth 
of the  beast and out of the  mouth of the  false proph et. 14 They are 
de mon ic spir its that per form  signs, and they go out to the  kings of 
the  whole  world, to gath er them for the bat tle on the  great day of 
God Al mighty.

15 “Look, I come like a  thief !  Blessed is the one who stays  awake 
and re mains  clothed, so as not to go na ked and be shame ful ly 
ex posed.”

16 Then they gath ered the  kings to geth er to the  place that in He-
brew is  called Ar ma ged don.

17 The sev enth an gel  poured out his bowl into the air, and out of 
the tem ple came a loud  voice from the  throne, say ing, “It is done!” 
18 Then  there came flash es of light ning, rum blings,  peals of thun-
der and a se vere earth quake. No earth quake like it has ever oc-
curred  since man kind has been on  earth, so tre men dous was the 
quake. 19 The  great city  split into  three  parts, and the cit ies of the 
na tions col lapsed. God re mem bered Bab ylon the  Great and gave 
her the cup  filled with the wine of the fury of his  wrath. 20 Ev ery is-
land fled away and the moun tains  could not be  found. 21 From the 
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a 4 Jer. 51:45    b 7 See Isaiah 47:7,8.    

a 2 Isaiah 21:9    

18:2–3 Babylon Is Doomed The 
mighty voice of a splendorous angel 
announces the fall of Babylon. That 
alluringly beautiful, exceedingly 
wealthy and seemingly invincible 
woman has fallen never to rise again. 
Babylon, whose sensual offerings of 

position, wealth and luxury have been 
enjoyed by many at the expense of 
the righteous, is doomed. Gaining 
privilege, wealth and comfort on the 
backs of the poor, oppressed and 
marginalized offends the God of 
justice. it cannot stand. 

17:9–12 Babylon Is Rome and All 
Evil Empires chapters 17–18 have 
done their part to make Babylon the 
symbol of collective sin for the last two 
thousand years. But the specific use of 
numbers and apocalyptic symbols in 
this passage has brought consensus 
among scholars that “Babylon” stands 
for Rome. The most obvious clue is the 
image of the “seven hills” in 17:9, which 
refers to the seven hills among which 
the original city of Rome was built. 

Still, the real source of Rome’s evil is 
demonic, and therefore transcends 
time and history. So Babylon is Rome, 
but it is also any and all empires of ar-
rogance, cruelty and injustice through-
out time. One might usefully ask: What 

world powers make up Babylon today? 
What empires share its evil, and how 
do they persecute God’s children?

17:13–14 Evil Has No Real Chance 
The forces of evil unite to make war 
with the Lamb and his army of the 
redeemed, but they cannot win, 
because the Lamb against which they 
have declared war is the Lord of lords 
and the King of kings! 

17:15–17 Babylon Implodes The ser-
vants of the great whore—the beast 
and the ten kings—self-destructively 
turn against the whore herself. An 
aspect of God’s judgment is to allow 
evildoers to experience the conse-
quences of their own actions. 

  and a haunt for every impure spirit,
  a haunt for every unclean bird,
  a haunt for every unclean and detestable animal.
 3  For all the nations have drunk
  the maddening wine of her adulteries.
  The kings of the earth committed adultery with her,
  and the merchants of the earth grew rich from her 

excessive luxuries.”
4 Then I  heard an oth er  voice from heav en say:

  “ ‘Come out of her, my people,’a

  so that you will not share in her sins,
  so that you will not receive any of her plagues;
 5  for her sins are piled up to heaven,
  and God has remembered her crimes.
 6  Give back to her as she has given;
  pay her back double for what she has done.
  Pour her a double portion from her own cup.
 7  Give her as much torment and grief
  as the glory and luxury she gave herself.
  In her heart she boasts,
  ‘I sit enthroned as queen.
  I am not a widow;b

  I will never mourn.’
 8  Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her:
  death, mourning and famine.
  She will be consumed by fire,
  for mighty is the Lord God who judges her.

9 “When the  kings of the  earth who com mit ted adul tery with 

a king dom, but who for one hour will re ceive au thor i ty as  kings 
along with the  beast. 13 They have one pur pose and will give  their 
pow er and au thor i ty to the  beast. 14 They will wage war  against the 
Lamb, but the Lamb will tri umph over them be cause he is Lord of 
lords and King of  kings —  and with him will be his  called, cho sen 
and faith ful fol low ers.”

15 Then the an gel said to me, “The wa ters you saw,  where the 
pros ti tute sits, are peo ples, mul ti tudes, na tions and lan guag es. 
16 The  beast and the ten  horns you saw will hate the pros ti tute. 
They will  bring her to ruin and  leave her na ked; they will eat her 
flesh and burn her with fire. 17 For God has put it into  their  hearts to 
ac com plish his pur pose by agree ing to hand over to the  beast their 
royal au thor ity, un til  God’s  words are ful filled. 18 The wom an you 
saw is the  great city that  rules over the  kings of the earth.”

 Af ter this I saw an oth er an gel com ing down from heav en. 
He had  great au thor i ty, and the  earth was il lu mi nat ed by his 

splen dor. 2 With a  mighty  voice he shout ed:

“ ‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!’a

She has become a dwelling for demons
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18:9–20 Babylon’s Sins What is the 
nature of Babylon’s sins? The weeping 
and wailing of the kings (vv. 9–10) 
point to Babylon’s political arrogance 
and self-glorification. The mourning of 
the merchants (vv. 11–17), including 

slave merchants (v. 13), points to 
economic extravagance. And the loud 
laments of the shipmasters and sea-
farers (vv. 17–19) point to the desire 
for world domination through trade. 

  “ ‘Woe! Woe to you, great city,
  where all who had ships on the sea
  became rich through her wealth!
  In one hour she has been brought to ruin!’

 20  “Rejoice over her, you heavens!
  Rejoice, you people of God!
  Rejoice, apostles and prophets!
  For God has judged her
  with the judgment she imposed on you.”

21 Then a  mighty an gel  picked up a boul der the size of a  large 
mill stone and  threw it into the sea, and said:

  “With such violence
  the great city of Babylon will be thrown down,
  never to be found again.
 22  The music of harpists and musicians, pipers and 

trumpeters,
  will never be heard in you again.
  No worker of any trade
  will ever be found in you again.
  The sound of a millstone
  will never be heard in you again.
 23  The light of a lamp
  will never shine in you again.
  The voice of bridegroom and bride
  will never be heard in you again.
  Your merchants were the world’s important people.
  By your magic spell all the nations were led astray.
 24  In her was found the blood of prophets and of God’s 

 holy people,
  of all who have been slaughtered on the earth.”

 Af ter this I  heard what sound ed like the roar of a  great mul ti-
tude in heav en shout ing:

  “Hallelujah!
  Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,

her and  shared her lux u ry see the  smoke of her burn ing, they will 
weep and  mourn over her. 10 Ter ri fied at her tor ment, they will 
stand far off and cry:

“ ‘Woe! Woe to you, great city,
you mighty city of Babylon!

In one hour your doom has come!’
11 “The mer chants of the  earth will weep and  mourn over her 

be cause no one buys  their car goes any more —  12 car goes of gold, 
sil ver, pre cious  stones and  pearls; fine lin en, pur ple, silk and scar-
let  cloth; ev ery sort of cit ron wood, and ar ti cles of ev ery kind made 
of ivo ry, cost ly wood,  bronze, iron and mar ble; 13 car goes of cin na-
mon and  spice, of in cense,  myrrh and frank in cense, of wine and 
ol ive oil, of fine  flour and  wheat; cat tle and  sheep; hors es and car-
riag es; and hu man be ings sold as slaves.

14 “They will say, ‘The  fruit you  longed for is gone from you. All 
your lux u ry and splen dor have van ished, nev er to be re cov ered.’ 
15 The mer chants who sold  these  things and  gained  their  wealth 
from her will  stand far off, ter ri fied at her tor ment. They will weep 
and  mourn 16 and cry out:

“ ‘Woe! Woe to you, great city,
dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet,
and glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls!

17 In one hour such great wealth has been brought to ruin!’

“Ev ery sea cap tain, and all who trav el by ship, the sail ors, and all 
who earn  their liv ing from the sea, will  stand far off. 18 When they 
see the  smoke of her burn ing, they will ex claim, ‘Was  there ever a 
city like this  great city?’ 19 They will  throw dust on  their  heads, and 
with weep ing and mourn ing cry out:
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a 15 Psalm 2:9    

19:11 Christ Returns as King up to 
this point, Jesus has been the Lamb. 
But here he returns, not as a lamb, 
but as a royal figure, signified by the 
white horse. in fact, he is the King 
of kings and Lord of lords (19:16). 
The beginning of God’s future, God’s 
justice, is the return of christ, the 
crucified and risen King.

19:17–21 The Victory in Gory Detail 
The description of victory over God’s 
enemies is extraordinarily gory, ending 
with the beast and false prophet (the 
sea-beast and land-beast of chap. 13) 
being thrown alive into a lake of fire 

while those bearing the mark of the 
beast are stabbed to death and left for 
birds to feast on. Rated R for graphic 
violence! can war be described any 
other way? However, readers must 
stay in apocalyptic metaphorical mode 
and not interpret this scene as some 
kind of validation for God’s people to 
participate in the gore of war. in fact, 
the weapon that slays these enemies 
is a sword that comes from the mouth 
of the Faithful and True, that is, the 
Word of God (19:15). This scene 
should be interpreted as the complete-
ness of God’s justice; not a shred of 
evil will be left in the kingdom of christ. 

11 I saw heav en stand ing open and  there be fore me was a  white 
 horse,  whose rid er is  called Faith ful and True. With jus tice he 
judg es and  wages war. 12 His eyes are like blaz ing fire, and on his 
head are many  crowns. He has a name writ ten on him that no one 
 knows but he him self. 13 He is  dressed in a robe  dipped in  blood, 
and his name is the Word of God. 14 The ar mies of heav en were 
fol low ing him, rid ing on  white hors es and  dressed in fine lin en, 
 white and  clean. 15 Com ing out of his  mouth is a  sharp  sword with 
 which to  strike down the na tions. “He will rule them with an iron 
scep ter.”a He  treads the wine press of the fury of the  wrath of God 
Al mighty. 16 On his robe and on his  thigh he has this name writ ten:

king of kings and lord of lords.
17 And I saw an an gel stand ing in the sun, who  cried in a loud 

 voice to all the  birds fly ing in mid air, “Come, gath er to geth er for 
the  great sup per of God, 18 so that you may eat the  flesh of  kings, 
gen er als, and the  mighty, of hors es and  their rid ers, and the  flesh 
of all peo ple, free and  slave,  great and small.”

19 Then I saw the  beast and the  kings of the  earth and  their ar-
mies gath ered to geth er to wage war  against the rid er on the  horse 
and his army. 20 But the  beast was cap tured, and with it the  false 

2 for true and just are his judgments.
He has condemned the great prostitute

who corrupted the earth by her adulteries.
He has avenged on her the blood of his servants.”

3 And  again they shout ed:

“Hallelujah!
The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.”

4 The twen ty-four el ders and the four liv ing crea tures fell down 
and wor shiped God, who was seat ed on the  throne. And they cried:

“Amen, Hallelujah!”
5 Then a  voice came from the  throne, say ing:

“Praise our God,
all you his servants,

you who fear him,
both great and small!”

6 Then I  heard what sound ed like a  great mul ti tude, like the roar 
of rush ing wa ters and like loud  peals of thun der, shout ing:

“Hallelujah!
For our Lord God Almighty reigns.

7 Let us rejoice and be glad
and give him glory!

For the wedding of the Lamb has come,
and his bride has made herself ready.

8 Fine linen, bright and clean,
was given her to wear.”

(Fine lin en  stands for the righ teous acts of  God’s  holy peo ple.)

9 Then the an gel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are  those who 
are in vit ed to the wed ding sup per of the Lamb!” And he add ed, 
“These are the true  words of God.”

10 At this I fell at his feet to wor ship him. But he said to me, “Don’t 
do that! I am a fel low ser vant with you and with your broth ers and 
sis ters who hold to the tes ti mo ny of  Jesus. Wor ship God! For it is 
the Spir it of proph e cy who bears tes ti mo ny to  Jesus.”
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b 1 Isaiah 65:17    c 4 Isaiah 25:8    

a 4 Or God; I also saw those who    

20:11–15 Final Judgment The res-
urrection of all—all!—comes for God 
to mete out judgments according to 
their deeds. Then death and Hades 
are thrown into the lake of fire—the 
death of deaths!—as are those whose 
names are not found in the book of 
life. As God’s justice finds full and 
unending play on the earth, its light 
can include no darkness at all. Justice 
demands the end of evil, forever.

21:1–5 What Justice Looks Like 
With evil totally eradicated, John 
catches a glimpse of God’s kingdom 
of eternal peace and justice. it is a 
new heaven and a new earth in which 
the new Jerusalem serves as the 
capital city. in it, the redeemed enjoy 
the direct presence of God, and there 
are no more tears and mourning and 
pain and death. 

20:2–10 Satan’s Imprisonment With 
the beast and false prophet taken care 
of, the source of their power—Satan 
himself—has to be stopped as well. 
Satan is captured, bound and impris-

oned, and thus prevented from doing 
works of deception for a thousand 
years—not literally, of course, but 
apocalyptically, that is, signifying a 
long time, or the fullness of time.

proph et who had per formed the  signs on its be half. With  these 
signs he had de lud ed  those who had re ceived the mark of the 
beast and wor shiped its im age. The two of them were  thrown  alive 
into the fi ery lake of burn ing sul fur. 21 The rest were  killed with the 
sword com ing out of the  mouth of the rid er on the  horse, and all 
the  birds  gorged them selves on  their flesh.

 And I saw an an gel com ing down out of heav en, hav ing the 
key to the  Abyss and hold ing in his hand a  great  chain. 2 He 

seized the drag on, that an cient ser pent, who is the dev il, or Sa-
tan, and  bound him for a thou sand  years. 3 He  threw him into the 
Abyss, and  locked and  sealed it over him, to keep him from de-
ceiv ing the na tions any more un til the thou sand  years were end ed. 
Af ter that, he must be set free for a  short time.

4 I saw  thrones on  which were seat ed  those who had been giv-
en au thor i ty to  judge. And I saw the  souls of  those who had been 
be head ed be cause of  their tes ti mo ny  about  Jesus and be cause of 
the word of God. Theya had not wor shiped the  beast or its im age 
and had not re ceived its mark on  their fore heads or  their  hands. 
They came to life and  reigned with  Christ a thou sand  years. 5 (The 
rest of the dead did not come to life un til the thou sand  years were 
end ed.) This is the  first res ur rec tion. 6 Blessed and holy are  those 
who share in the  first res ur rec tion. The sec ond  death has no pow-
er over them, but they will be  priests of God and of  Christ and will 
reign with him for a thou sand years.

7 When the thou sand  years are over, Sa tan will be re leased from his 
pris on 8 and will go out to de ceive the na tions in the four cor ners of 
the  earth —  Gog and Ma gog —  and to gath er them for bat tle. In num-
ber they are like the sand on the sea shore. 9 They  marched  across 
the  breadth of the  earth and sur round ed the camp of  God’s peo ple, 

the city he  loves. But fire came down from heav en and de voured 
them. 10 And the dev il, who de ceived them, was  thrown into the lake 
of burn ing sul fur,  where the  beast and the  false proph et had been 
 thrown. They will be tor ment ed day and  night for ever and ever.

11 Then I saw a  great  white  throne and him who was seat ed on it. 
The  earth and the heav ens fled from his pres ence, and  there was 
no  place for them. 12 And I saw the dead,  great and  small, stand-
ing be fore the  throne, and  books were  opened. An oth er book was 
 opened,  which is the book of life. The dead were  judged ac cord ing 
to what they had done as re cord ed in the  books. 13 The sea gave up 
the dead that were in it, and  death and Ha des gave up the dead that 
were in them, and each per son was  judged ac cord ing to what they 
had done. 14 Then  death and Ha des were  thrown into the lake of 
fire. The lake of fire is the sec ond  death. 15 Any one whose  name was 
not  found writ ten in the book of life was  thrown into the lake of fire.

 Then I saw “a new heav en and a new  earth,”b for the  first heav-
en and the  first  earth had  passed away, and  there was no lon-

ger any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Je ru sa lem, com ing down 
out of heav en from God, pre pared as a  bride beau ti ful ly  dressed 
for her hus band. 3 And I  heard a loud  voice from the  throne say ing, 
“Look!  God’s dwell ing  place is now  among the peo ple, and he will 
 dwell with them. They will be his peo ple, and God him self will be 
with them and be  their God. 4 ‘He will wipe ev ery tear from  their 
eyes.  There will be no more  death’c or mourn ing or cry ing or pain, 
for the old or der of  things has  passed away.”
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b 17 That is, about 200 feet or about 65 meters    c 17 Or high    d 20 The precise identification of 
some of these precious stones is uncertain.    

a 16 That is, about 1,400 miles or about 2,200 kilometers    

it is long. 17 The an gel mea sured the wall us ing hu man mea sure-
ment, and it was 144 cu bitsb  thick.c 18 The wall was made of jas per, 
and the city of pure gold, as pure as  glass. 19 The foun da tions of 
the city  walls were dec o rat ed with ev ery kind of pre cious  stone. 
The  first foun da tion was jas per, the sec ond sap phire, the  third ag-
ate, the  fourth em er ald, 20 the  fifth onyx, the  sixth ruby, the sev enth 
chrys o lite, the  eighth ber yl, the  ninth to paz, the  tenth tur quoise, 
the elev enth ja cinth, and the  twelfth am e thyst.d 21 The  twelve  gates 
were  twelve  pearls, each gate made of a sin gle  pearl. The  great 
 street of the city was of gold, as pure as trans par ent glass.

22 I did not see a tem ple in the city, be cause the Lord God Al-
mighty and the Lamb are its tem ple. 23 The city does not need the 
sun or the moon to  shine on it, for the glo ry of God  gives it  light, 
and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The na tions will walk by its  light, and 
the  kings of the  earth will  bring  their splen dor into it. 25 On no day 
will its  gates ever be shut, for  there will be no  night  there. 26 The 
glo ry and hon or of the na tions will be  brought into it. 27 Noth ing 
im pure will ever en ter it, nor will any one who does what is shame-
ful or de ceit ful, but only  those  whose  names are writ ten in the 
 Lamb’s book of life.

 Then the an gel  showed me the riv er of the wa ter of life, as 
 clear as crys tal, flow ing from the  throne of God and of the 

Lamb 2 down the mid dle of the  great  street of the city. On each 
side of the riv er  stood the tree of life, bear ing  twelve  crops of  fruit, 
yield ing its  fruit ev ery  month. And the  leaves of the tree are for 
the heal ing of the na tions. 3 No lon ger will  there be any  curse. The 
 throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his ser vants 
will  serve him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on 

5 He who was seat ed on the  throne said, “I am mak ing ev ery-
thing new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for  these  words are 
trust wor thy and true.”

6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Al pha and the Ome ga, the 
Be gin ning and the End. To the  thirsty I will give wa ter with out cost 
from the  spring of the wa ter of life. 7 Those who are vic to ri ous will 
in her it all this, and I will be  their God and they will be my chil-
dren. 8 But the cow ard ly, the un be liev ing, the vile, the mur der ers, 
the sex u al ly im mor al,  those who prac tice mag ic arts, the idol a ters 
and all li ars —  they will be con signed to the fi ery lake of burn ing 
sul fur. This is the sec ond death.”

9 One of the sev en an gels who had the sev en  bowls full of the sev-
en last  plagues came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the 
bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And he car ried me away in the Spir it 
to a moun tain  great and high, and  showed me the Holy City, Je-
ru sa lem, com ing down out of heav en from God. 11 It  shone with 
the glo ry of God, and its bril liance was like that of a very pre cious 
jew el, like a jas per,  clear as crys tal. 12 It had a  great, high wall with 
twelve  gates, and with  twelve an gels at the  gates. On the  gates were 
writ ten the  names of the  twelve  tribes of Is ra el. 13 There were  three 
gates on the east,  three on the  north,  three on the  south and  three 
on the west. 14 The wall of the city had  twelve foun da tions, and on 
them were the  names of the  twelve apos tles of the Lamb.

15 The an gel who  talked with me had a mea sur ing rod of gold to 
mea sure the city, its  gates and its  walls. 16 The city was laid out like 
a  square, as long as it was wide. He mea sured the city with the rod 
and  found it to be 12,000 sta diaa in  length, and as wide and high as 

21:22–22:2 Life in the City God’s 
presence no longer just fills the tem-
ple, but fills the whole city. And God’s 
omnipresent radiance renders the sun 
and the moon obsolete. The gates are 
perpetually open for the nations, which 
bring their best into the city (v. 26).  

The river that flows in the middle of 
the city is in fact the water of life that 
nourishes the tree of life. “Life” is the 
operative word here—perpetual re-
newal and healing for all nations. This 
is God’s justice.

21:12–14 A City Completing the 
Story John’s elaborate description 
of the Holy city—which is based on 
ezekiel 40–48—includes a wall with 
the names of the twelve tribes of 
israel at each of the twelve gates and 
the foundations with the names of 

the twelve apostles. Final peace and 
justice—God’s justice—rise out of the 
long story the Bible tells.

21:16 Big City The dimensions of the 
Holy city are gigantic, with plenty of 
capacity to hold huge numbers of peo-
ple from every ethnicity and all times. 
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their fore heads. 5 There will be no more  night. They will not need 
the  light of a lamp or the  light of the sun, for the Lord God will give 
them  light. And they will  reign for ever and ever.

6 The an gel said to me, “These  words are trust wor thy and true. 
The Lord, the God who in spires the proph ets, sent his an gel to 
show his ser vants the  things that must soon take place.”

7 “Look, I am com ing soon!  Blessed is the one who keeps the 
words of the proph e cy writ ten in this scroll.”

8 I, John, am the one who  heard and saw  these  things. And when 
I had  heard and seen them, I fell down to wor ship at the feet of 
the an gel who had been show ing them to me. 9 But he said to me, 
“Don’t do that! I am a fel low ser vant with you and with your fel low 
proph ets and with all who keep the  words of this  scroll. Wor ship 
God!”

10 Then he told me, “Do not seal up the  words of the proph e cy of 
this  scroll, be cause the time is near. 11 Let the one who does  wrong 
con tin ue to do  wrong; let the vile per son con tin ue to be vile; let the 
one who does  right con tin ue to do  right; and let the  holy per son 
con tin ue to be holy.”

12 “Look, I am com ing soon! My re ward is with me, and I will give 
to each per son ac cord ing to what they have done. 13 I am the Al pha 
and the Ome ga, the  First and the Last, the Be gin ning and the End.

22:17 Join in God’s Bountiful Jus-
tice One of the last calls of the book 
invites the thirsty and the weary to find 

life in God’s kingdom of peace and 
justice. “The Spirit and the bride say, 
‘come!’”

22:6 You Can Bet on It The phrase 
“These words are trustworthy and 
true” is repeated several times 
throughout the book. As seemingly 
invincible as they are, evil and all of its 
political, social and religious mani-
festations will be eradicated. By the 
power of the Lord Jesus christ, God’s 
justice will win the day. You can bet 
your life on it! 

22:7,12,20 The Christian Hope The 
return of christ, to mark the beginning 
of the final end, is promised three 

times in the last chapter by Jesus him-
self. Believe it, and thus find your hope!

22:8–9 Idolatry Is Subtle Just as in 
19:10, John falls down to worship the 
angel who has guided him through 
the visions, and once again the angel 
stops him. This is how subtle idolatry 
is and how easily one can fall into it. 
The placement of this incident at the 
end of the book serves as a warning 
to stay alert, to hold our lesser alle-
giances at bay, and to worship God 
and God alone.

14 “Blessed are  those who wash  their  robes, that they may have 
the  right to the tree of life and may go  through the  gates into the 
city. 15 Out side are the dogs,  those who prac tice mag ic arts, the 
sex u al ly im mor al, the mur der ers, the idol a ters and ev ery one who 
 loves and prac tic es false hood.

16 “I,  Jesus, have sent my an gel to give youa this tes ti mo ny for the 
church es. I am the Root and the Off spring of Da vid, and the  bright 
Morn ing Star.”

17 The Spir it and the  bride say, “Come!” And let the one who 
hears say, “Come!” Let the one who is  thirsty come; and let the 
one who wishes take the free gift of the wa ter of life.

18 I warn ev ery one who  hears the  words of the proph e cy of this 
 scroll: If anyone adds any thing to them, God will add to that per-
son the  plagues de scribed in this  scroll. 19 And if anyone  takes 
 words away from this  scroll of proph e cy, God will take away from 
that per son any  share in the tree of life and in the Holy City,  which 
are de scribed in this scroll.

20 He who tes ti fies to  these  things says, “Yes, I am com ing soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord  Jesus.
21 The  grace of the Lord  Jesus be with  God’s peo ple. Amen.

estions o  Reflection on Re e ation
1. The message of Revelation is one of comfort and hope, written primarily 
for people facing political and religious oppression. Does its message apply 
to other kinds of tough times, such as economic downturns, sickness or 
personal and family tragedy? if so, how?

2. With its frightening images of Babylon and the kings who serve her, Revela-
tion frequently suggests a battle between the godless state and the kingdom 
of Jesus. Are God and government always at odds? What is the proper 
relationship between church and state?
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3. One form of idolatry to which many are susceptible is nationalism or a 
deified love of country. How can this be averted?

4. imagine the idols of our time described in apocalyptic fashion. What would 
you name them? How would you picture them? 

5. if Babylon stands for Rome and other anti-God empires throughout history, 
where do you find Babylon today? Some would indict the free-market West 
and its gods of luxury, celebrity, pleasure and profit. Would you agree? Why or 
why not?

6. How does the promise of christ’s return and the triumph of his justice 
inform the way we engage the world in mission? 

7. How should the church address religious persecution and/or political op-
pression that we know occur in many parts of the world? 

R R
O Lord our God, grant us grace fearlessly to contend against evil and to make 
no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our freedom. Help 
us to employ it in the maintenance of justice in our communities and among the 
nations, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
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