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WHO  
AM I?
One of the most important 
questions in life ... 

and one of the hardest to 
answer!

When you look at yourself in the mirror, what 
do you see? Do you sometimes feel your family 
doesn’t know the real you? When you are with 
your friends, do you worry about what they 
think of you? 

Almost every day we are confronted with hard 
questions about ourselves. Probably the hardest 
are: 

‘Who am I really?’  
and  

‘How can I be true to myself and fit in,  
at the same time?’



3

Many people look in the wrong places. 
Some people spend their whole lives trying 
to be someone they are not. They try to live 
up to other peoples’ expectations, or to fit 
in with whatever is trending in the moment.

Other people look in the mirror and hate 
what they see. They have heard people 
they trust tell them they are ugly, or stupid, 
or weird, or worthless. Sadly, they end up 
believing the lies.

When you don’t know who you are and have 
no plan for your life, you end up not valuing 
yourself. You might try to look cool and 
pretend you don’t care, but deep down you 
know you do.

When you don’t value and respect yourself, 
you end up making bad choices. Life feels 
boring, so you start looking for something to 
fill the hole. You experiment with alcohol, or 
sex, or drugs, because at least that makes you 
feel good in the moment. … And why not? 
Everyone else is doing it!
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LIFE  
IN THE DIRT

When you don’t know who you are and don’t have 
a plan for your life, you look for meaning in all the 
wrong places. And then you justify your actions 
with excuses like …

Everyone else is doing it so it can’t be that bad?

If I just make myself look good enough, people 
will like me!

I need a few drinks to relax and really be myself!

I have no future anyway, so what do I have to 
lose?

But it feels good in the moment, so who cares 
about the consequences?

I hate myself and don’t deserve to be happy 
anyway!

If I wear the right clothes people will think I am 
cool!
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If I fall pregnant, I can just have an abortion!

I’m not addicted, I can stop anytime I want!

It shows you’re a real man or woman!

If I’m hurting, I’m going to hurt them too!

I’m lost and alone; I’m better off being dead!

Take a closer look at this list. None of these reasons 
have to do with real or healthy values; they are all 
a response to peer pressure and lies you tell yourself.

WHEN YOU DON’T KNOW 
WHO YOU ARE, YOU DO 

THINGS FOR ALL THE 
WRONG REASONS!



IDENTITY IN GOD
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There is a much better way to figure out who you are: 
ask the one who made you!

You are not on your own in this quest to find out who 
you are, where you belong, and what your purpose is. 
God created you with a built-in identity and purpose! 
You were created in the image of God, to love and be 
loved …

So God created human beings in his own likeness.
He created them to be like himself.
He created them as male and female.

Genesis 1:27

You have been created and blessed by God, and he 
wants more than anything to restore you to that 
original blessing. On top of that, he has a special plan 
for your life. Listen to what God says …

“I know the plans I have for you,” announces 
the Lord. “I want you to enjoy success. I do not 
plan to harm you. I will give you hope for the 
years to come.”

Jeremiah 29:11



CREATED IN THE 
IMAGE OF GOD
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What does it mean when the Bible says we were 
created in the image of God?

To start with, the Bible tells us that God is love …

God is love. Anyone who leads a life of love is 
joined to God. And God is joined to them.

1 John 4:16

So we were made to live in loving relationships – 
relationships with God, with other people, with 
nature, and even with ourselves!

Jesus himself said that the whole law of God  
(in other words: God’s will for every one of us)  
is summed up in the following two life rules:

‘ “Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul. Love him with all your 
strength and with all your mind.” And, “Love 
your neighbour as you love yourself.” ‘

Luke 10:27

Over seven billion of us means that there are seven 
billion different stories. Yet as different as we all are, 
the same themes interweave all of our lives: 

love, betrayal, separation, promise, sacrifice, 
forgiveness and reunion.



LOVE
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In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.1

He is real. He’s alive and well, ablaze with energy. 
He’s large and in charge. He made it all, knows it all, 
owns it all and cares about it all.

The LORD is tender and kind. He is gracious. He is slow to get 
angry. He is full of love.2

Guess what part of creation he loves most? That’s right – 
he loves us most, but why?

It’s because God created us in his own likeness.3 

As humans, we’re unique works of art designed to reflect 
the image of our Creator: we think, we choose, we create, 
and we were made to love and be loved – by God and by 
each other.

We need God in the same way that the earth needs the 
sun. God created us to find our meaning and happiness  
in him. He made us for himself.

1 Genesis 1:1, 2 Ps 103:8, 3 Genesis 1:27
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BETRAYAL
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Instead of looking to God to complete and rescue us, 
each of us has betrayed him by looking to things such 
as money, approval, comfort, romance, thrills and 
success instead. We’ve chosen a lie instead of the truth 
about God.

They worshipped and served created things.  
They didn’t worship the Creator.

Rom 1:25

Betraying God, we break his heart. One Scripture says: 

The LORD saw how bad the sins of everyone on 
earth had become. They only thought about evil 
things. The LORD was very sad that he had made 
human beings on the earth. His heart was filled 
with pain.

Genesis 6:5-6

In addition, our broken relationship with God has 
led us to the breakdown of all relationships: people 
with people (selfishness, racism and violence), people 
with nature (waste and pollution) and people with 
themselves (shame, fear and emptiness).

In each of us is a God-shaped hole that only God can 
fill. This is why we feel so empty sometimes, craving 
something more. We can try all we like to fill our lives 
with money, power or thrills, but we will never be truly 
satisfied. We were made for so much more than this 
world has to offer.
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SIN-positive

SEPARATION
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Most of us are not HIV-positive, but we all have a condition 
with far worse consequences: we’re SIN-positive! 

We’ve all sinned against God in thought, word and deed. 
When someone commits a crime, a penalty must be paid, 
so what’s the penalty for violating God’s standards?

When you sin, the pay you get is death. 4 The penalty is 
spiritual death – being separated from God.

Judgment day is real, and it’s coming. Choosing a life of 
sin means you are stubborn. In your heart you are not sorry 
for your sins. You are storing up anger against yourself. The 
day of God’s anger is coming. Then his way of judging fairly 
will be shown. 5 Your entire life – every thought, word and 
deed – will be exposed and judged by God. Everything 
will be brought into the light. You will get away with 
nothing.

Because God is perfectly holy. He will punish those who 
don’t know God. He will punish those who don’t obey the 
good news about our Lord Jesus. They will be destroyed 
forever. They will be shut out of heaven. They will never see 
the glory of the Lord’s strength. 6

Separated from God and all that is good. Forever. That is 
hell.

4 Rom 6:23, 5 Rom 2:5, 6 2 Thes 1:8-9
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PROMISE
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Is there any hope for our broken lives and world?

Only one – the grace of God.

We betrayed God, but he did not abandon us. Long 
before Jesus came, God promised again and again that 
he would one day win us back by sending a rescuer.

Here is one such promise:

The LORD himself will give you a sign. The virgin is 
going to have a baby. She will give birth to a son. 
And he will be called Immanuel.

Isaiah 7:14

God has kept his promise! 2,000 years ago, God sent 
Jesus to this planet to rescue us. God’s one and only Son 
became one of us. As the God-Man, he lived perfectly, 
showing us what God looks like up close and personal, 
with skin on. He stared down those who thought they 
were better than everyone else. He stooped down to pick 
up broken people and little kids. Words of wisdom and 
life-changing power flowed from him in every situation. 
He came to offer life in all of its fullness – though it cost 
him his life …
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SACRIFICE
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On the cross, Christ sacrificed everything.

For you.

He loves you so much he would rather die than live 
without you – and that’s exactly what he did! He proved 
his undying love for you by dying on your behalf.

Christ also suffered once for sins. The one who did 
what is right suffered for those who don’t do right. 
He suffered to bring you to God. His body was put to 
death. But the Holy Spirit brought him back to life.

1 Pet 3:18

God took your sin as well as the whole world’s sin, placed 
it on his blood-soaked Son, and punished him for it.

Then the great exchange happened – he was shut out 
from the Father’s presence – now you can enter in.

He was broken – now you can be made whole
He was nailed down – now you can go free
He was cursed – now you can be blessed
He died – now you can live forever
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FORGIVENESS
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Do you know what Jesus cried out moments before he 
died?

“It is finished.” 7

What had he finished?

Our forgiveness and acceptance by God. We could not 
save ourselves, so he saved us.

God’s grace has saved you because of your faith in 
Christ. Your salvation doesn’t come from anything 
you do. It is God’s gift.

Eph 2:8

Religions wrongly teach that we can earn our salvation 
through our good deeds. None of us can ever be good 
enough. It isn’t good people who find God – its forgiven 
people.

The religions of the world say do, do, do.
Only Jesus says done!

The only place we sinners can reunite with God is on our 
knees, at the foot of the cross. There we find that:

He has removed our sins from us. He has removed 
them as far as the east is from the west.

Ps 103:12

7 John 19:30
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LIFE
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The Son died on Friday afternoon, but on Sunday 
morning he rose from the dead. Death was defeated. 
Shafts of unstoppable hope shone upon our dark 
planet.

Ever since then ...

In his great mercy he has given us a new birth and a living 
hope. This hope is living because Jesus Christ rose from the 
dead. 8 Jesus could set people free who were afraid of 
death. All their lives they were held as slaves by that fear. 9

When we turn to the Risen One, we come alive to the 
Living God. His Spirit comes to live inside of us. The winds 
of heaven begin blowing through the deepest chambers 
of our heart.

Most wonderfully, we’re given a forever-relationship with 
our Creator. The door into his throne room swings open. 
We can be up close and personal with the invisible God 
anytime we want.

Even though you have not seen him, you love him. 
Though you do not see him now, you believe in him. 
You are filled with a glorious joy that can’t be put 
into words.

1 Pet 1:8

Wow!

8 1 Pet 1:3, 9 Heb 2:15
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Past

Future

REUNION
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In Christ, our past is forgiven and our present has 
purpose. Best of all, our future is heaven.

“Look! God now makes his home with the people.  
He will live with them. They will be his people.  
And God himself will be with them and be their God. 
‘He will wipe away every tear from their eyes.  
There will be no more death.’ 10 And there will be no 
more sadness. There will be no more crying or pain. 
Things are no longer the way they used to be.”

Rev 21:3-4

God’s story will reach its high point when Jesus returns  
to remove all that is evil and heal all that is broken.  
He will bring with him a whole new world. In it, we will 
enjoy God and each other forever. All this world was 
meant to be but couldn’t be because of our sin. That 
world will be …

It is written that “no eye has seen, no ear has heard, 
and no human mind has known.” 11 God has 
prepared these things for those who love him.

1 Cor 2:9

So much to look forward to, but there’s no need to wait …

10 Isaiah 25:8, 11 Isaiah 64:4
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COMING HOME
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Some people did accept him and did believe in his 
name. He gave them the right to become children  
of God.

John 1:12

God’s arms are open wide. He invites you to come home 
to him. Right here. Right now.

Can you feel his love drawing you like a magnet?

Why not come home? This could be the moment your 
story collides with his! Will you turn to him and trust in 
him?

Scripture says, “Everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved.” 12

Rom 10:13

If you want to put your faith in Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour, don’t wait another minute …

12 Joel 2:32
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‘Jesus, I believe you are 
the Son of God who came 
to rescue me. I want to 
know you. You died on 
the cross for my sins to 
bring me back to God.

Be my Saviour. Forgive 
me. Make me your child, 
part of your family now 
and forever.

Get alone.

Go down on your knees and pray the following 
simple words.

He’s listening …
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I want to turn from my 
sin to you now.

I believe you are risen 
from the dead. Alive, 
large and in charge. 
Come and live in me by 
your Spirit. 

Take control of my life, 
as I learn to trust and 
follow you from now on. 

Reshape me to be the 
person you created me 
to be.’
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1

2

13 Rom 8:38-39, 14 Heb 10:25

Daily – celebrate God’s unfailing, undeserved 
love. It’s the best thing you will ever have!

I am absolutely sure that not even death 
or life … the present or the future … or 
anything else in all creation … can ever 
separate us from God’s love. 13

Find spiritual community in a church you can 
call home and with some Christian friends.

And let us not give up meeting together. 
Some are in the habit of doing this. Instead, 
let us encourage one another with words 
of hope. 14

FIRST STEPS
If you prayed this prayer, welcome home.

The adventure has begun!

Like all relationships, your walk with God will grow stronger 
the more time you spend with him. God’s Word gives some 
ways to begin growing closer to him. You can start right 
away …



31

3

4
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6

15 Eph 6:18, 16 2 Cor 5:20, 17 Ps 119:105, 18 2 Cor 5:7

Start talking to God, who is now your friend 
and Father, about anything and everything.

At all times, pray by the power of the Spirit. 
Pray all kinds of prayers. Be watchful, so 
that you can pray. Always keep on praying 
for all the Lord’s people. 15

Tell your Christian friends and relatives about 
your decision. In fact, don’t be shy to tell 
everyone you’ve decided to follow Jesus.

So we are Christ’s official messengers. It is 
as if God were making his appeal through 
us. Here is what Christ wants us to beg you 
to do. Come back to God! 16

Read this book daily, asking God to speak to 
you through it. 

Your word is like a lamp that shows me the 
way. It is like a light that guides me.17

Your relationship with God is not based on your 
feelings, but on his Word. Feelings come and go, 
but God’s promises are unshakable.

We live by believing, not by seeing.18
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7

8

9

19 1 John 1:9, 20 1 Pet 4:12-13, 21 2 Cor 5:17

Write down the date, so you don’t forget when you 
turned your life over to Christ …

Although there may be some immediate changes 
in your life, you need to form new habits of 
goodness with the help of the Holy Spirit. These 
changes take time. When you fail, receive Christ’s 
forgiveness and get back on your feet.

But God is faithful and fair. If we confess our 
sins, he will forgive our sins. He will forgive 
every wrong thing we have done. He will 
make us pure. 19

Don’t expect life to become easier or that 
everyone will support your faith.

Dear friends, don’t be surprised by the terrible 
things happening to you. The trouble you are 
having has come to test you. So don’t feel as 
if something strange were happening to you.

Instead, be joyful that you are taking part in 
Christ’s sufferings. Then you will have even 
more joy when Christ returns in glory.20

Accept your identity in Christ.

When anyone lives in Christ, the new creation 
has come. The old is gone! The new is here! 21
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I am a 
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eation in Christ

I, 
(name)

came home to God on

(date)
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God has created many good and beautiful 
things that can become unhealthy or destructive 
if they are used in the wrong way.

Your ego is one of them. ‘What is your ego,’ you 
may be asking. Ego is basically what you think of 
yourself – or you could say: it is your relationship 
with yourself.

We have already heard that Jesus said one of the 
two most important rules in life is to love other 
people as you love yourself. So loving yourself is 
not just healthy, it is a requirement! It is God’s will 
and plan for your life.

But to love yourself, doesn’t mean you must think 
you are the centre of the universe! 

If you really love and value yourself, you will 
do everything you can to fulfil your God-given 
purpose. Like everything else in the universe,  
you can only become your true self and fulfil  
your purpose when Jesus is at the centre…

All things have been created by him and for 
him. Before anything was created, he was 
already there. He holds everything together.

Col 1:16-17
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PYRAMIDS AND 
CIRCLES

Figuring out what’s most important in life.

If you don’t know what your priorities are in life – 
what is more important in your life – you will end 
up being pulled in every direction. You’ll be just like 
one of those birds that is attracted by shiny objects, 
madly hopping all over the place, chasing the next 
sparkly thing that catches its eye.

There are a few ways to figure out what should be 
more important in life. One technique is to draw a 
pyramid with levels: 

First write down a list of the things 
you think are most important in 
your life. 

Then decide what their order of 
importance is. 

Now fill all the levels in order in the 
pyramid, starting with the most 
important at the top. If you are a 
Christian, hopefully you’ll put God 
on top!
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But there is a downside to this method of sorting your 
priorities: maybe you feel you have to choose between 
things of equal importance, or maybe you feel guilty for 
wanting to spend more time with your friends than with 
God (who is supposed to be top of your list).

So here is a better way …

Draw a big circle divided into segments, 
like a pie, and a small circle at the centre. 

Now write down in the segments, all the 
things from your list of important things 
in your life and put Jesus at the centre. 
This way you’ll be able to honour all of 
the things that are important in your life 
without having to choose one above the 
other – and Jesus will be at the centre of 
all of them!



ZOOM
• God moves into the hood (1:1-18)
• Jesus gathers his gang (1:19-51)
• Jesus doing his thing (2–11)
• Famous last rap (12–17)
• He’s a goner! (18–19)
• He’s back! (20–21)

To really know someone, you have to be up close and personal. John knew 
Jesus like that. He was called the disciple Jesus loved. This is why John 
is able to give us such an under-the-skin view of Jesus. Three insights 
will make an impact on you as you travel with John on his journey with 
Jesus…

Jesus is more than human. The first verse stuns you with the breath-taking 
claim that Jesus is the Word – and that he was there in the very beginning! 
Ride the rollercoaster of revelation as Jesus reveals that he is the I Am 
(God’s personal name) – our bread, water, light. Jesus also calls himself a 
gate, a shepherd, the way, the truth, the life, the resurrection and the vine.

Jesus wants one-on-one time with you. As Jesus places himself in the 
personal space of Nicodemus, the woman at the well, the woman caught 
in adultery, Lazarus, Peter and others, you’ll realise he’s talking to you 
as well.

Jesus wants more for you than you can imagine. Don’t settle for only 
knowing about Jesus, dig into this book to draw closer to God and come 
to know him face-to-face.

John

JOHN

ONE MONTH 
READING PLAN on page 86
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The Word became a human being

1 1 In the beginning, the Word was already there. The Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 All things 

were made through him. Nothing that has been made was made without 
him. 4 Life was in him, and that life was the light for all people. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness. But the darkness has not overcome the light.

6 There was a man sent from God. His name was John. 7 He came to be a 
witness about that light. He was a witness so that all people might believe. 
8 John himself was not the light. He came only as a witness to the light.

9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 
10 The Word was in the world. And the world was made through him. But 
the world did not recognise him. 11 He came to what was his own. But his 
own people did not accept him. 12 Some people did accept him and did 
believe in his name. He gave them the right to become children of God. 
13 To be a child of God has nothing to do with human parents. Children 
of God are not born because of human choice or because a husband wants 
them to be born. They are born because of what God does.

14 The Word became a human being. He made his home with us. We 
have seen his glory. It is the glory of the One and Only, who came from 
the Father. And the Word was full of grace and truth.

15 John was a witness about the Word. John cried out and said, ‘This 
was the one I was talking about. I said, “He who comes after me is more 
important than I am. He is more important because he existed before 
I was born.” ’ 16 God is full of grace. From him we have all received grace in 
place of the grace already given. 17 In the past, God gave us grace through 
the law of Moses. Now, grace and truth come to us through Jesus Christ. 
18 No-one has ever seen God. But the One and Only is God and is at the 
Father's side. The one at the Father's side has shown us what God is like.

John the Baptist says that he is not the Messiah
19 The Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask John 

who he was. John spoke the truth to them. 20 He did not try to hide the 
truth. He spoke to them openly. He said, ‘I am not the Messiah.’

21 They asked him, ‘Then who are you? Are you Elijah?’
He said, ‘I am not.’
‘Are you the Prophet we've been expecting?’ they asked.
‘No’, he answered.
22 They asked one last time, ‘Who are you? Give us an answer to take 

back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’
23 John replied, using the words of Isaiah the prophet. John said, ‘I'm 
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the messenger who is calling out in the desert, “Make the way for the 
Lord straight.” ’

24 The Pharisees who had been sent 25 asked him, ‘If you are not the 
Messiah, why are you baptising people? Why are you doing that if you 
aren't Elijah or the Prophet we've been expecting?’

26 ‘I baptise people with water,’ John replied. ‘But someone is standing 
among you whom you do not know. 27 He is the one who comes after me. 
I am not good enough to untie his sandals.’

28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the River Jordan. 
That was where John was baptising.

What John says about Jesus
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming towards him. John said, ‘Look! 

The Lamb of God! He takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one 
I was talking about. I said, “A man who comes after me is more important 
than I am. That's because he existed before I was born.” 31 I did not know 
him. But God wants to make it clear to Israel who this person is. That's 
the reason I came baptising with water.’

32 Then John told them, ‘I saw the Holy Spirit come down from heaven 
like a dove. The Spirit remained on Jesus. 33 I myself did not know him. 
But the one who sent me to baptise with water told me, “You will see 
the Spirit come down and remain on someone. He is the one who will 
baptise with the Holy Spirit.” 34 I have seen it happen. I am a witness that 
this is God's Chosen One.’

John's disciples follow Jesus
35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 He saw 

Jesus walking by. John said, ‘Look! The Lamb of God!’
37 The two disciples heard him say this. So they followed Jesus. 38 Then 

Jesus turned round and saw them following. He asked, ‘What do you want?’
They said, ‘Rabbi, where are you staying?’ Rabbi means Teacher.
39 ‘Come’, he replied. ‘You will see.’
So they went and saw where he was staying. They spent the rest of the 

day with him. It was about four o'clock in the afternoon.
40 Andrew was Simon Peter's brother. Andrew was one of the two disciples 

who heard what John had said. He had also followed Jesus. 41 The first thing 
Andrew did was to find his brother Simon. He told him, ‘We have found 
the Messiah.’ Messiah means Christ. 42 And he brought Simon to Jesus.

Jesus looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon, son of John. You will be 
called Cephas.’ Cephas means Peter, or Rock.
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Jesus chooses Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. He found Philip and 

said to him, ‘Follow me.’
44 Philip was from the town of Bethsaida. So were Andrew and Peter. 

45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, ‘We have found the one whom 
Moses wrote about in the Law. The prophets also wrote about him. He is 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’

46 ‘Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?’ Nathanael asked.
‘Come and see,’ said Philip.
47 Jesus saw Nathanael approaching. Here is what Jesus said about him. 

‘He is a true Israelite. Nothing about him is false.’
48 ‘How do you know me?’ Nathanael asked.
Jesus answered, ‘I saw you while you were still under the fig tree. I saw 

you there before Philip called you.’
49 Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God. You are the king 

of Israel.’
50 Jesus said, ‘You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig 

tree. You will see greater things than that.’ 51 Then he said to the disciples, 
‘What I'm about to tell you is true. You will see heaven open. You will 
see the angels of God going up and coming down on the Son of Man.’

Jesus changes water into wine

2 1 On the third day there was a wedding. It took place at Cana in Galilee. 
Jesus' mother was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited 

to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, 
‘They have no more wine.’

4 ‘Dear woman, why are you telling me about this?’ Jesus replied. ‘The 
time for me to show who I really am isn't here yet.’

5 His mother said to the servants, ‘Do what he tells you.’
6 Six stone water jars stood nearby. The Jews used water from that kind 

of jar for special washings. They did that to make themselves pure and 
‘clean’. Each jar could hold 20 to 30 gallons.

7 Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ So they filled them 
to the top.

8 Then he told them, ‘Now dip some out. Take it to the person in charge 
of the dinner.’

They did what he said. 9 The person in charge tasted the water that had 
been turned into wine. He didn't realise where it had come from. But the 
servants who had brought the water knew. Then the person in charge 
called the groom to one side. 10 He said to him, ‘Everyone brings out the 
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best wine first. They bring out the cheaper wine after the guests have had 
too much to drink. But you have saved the best until now.’

11 What Jesus did here in Cana in Galilee was the first of his signs. 
Jesus showed his glory by doing this sign. And his disciples believed 
in him.

12 After this, Jesus went down to Capernaum. His mother and brothers 
and disciples went with him. They all stayed there for a few days.

Jesus clears out the temple courtyard
13 It was almost time for the Jewish Passover Feast. So Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courtyard he found people selling cattle, sheep 
and doves. Others were sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So Jesus made 
a whip out of ropes. He chased all the sheep and cattle from the temple 
courtyard. He scattered the coins of the people exchanging money. And 
he turned over their tables. 16 He told those who were selling doves, ‘Get 
these out of here! Stop turning my Father's house into a market!’ 17 His 
disciples remembered what had been written. It says, ‘My great love for 
your house will destroy me.’

18 Then the Jewish leaders asked him, ‘What sign can you show us to 
prove your authority to do this?’

19 Jesus answered them, ‘When you destroy this temple, I will raise it 
up again in three days.’

20 They replied, ‘It has taken 46 years to build this temple. Are you going 
to raise it up in three days?’ 21 But the temple Jesus had spoken about was 
his body. 22 His disciples later remembered what he had said. That was 
after he had been raised from the dead. Then they believed the Scripture. 
They also believed the words that Jesus had spoken.

23 Meanwhile, he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast. Many people 
saw the signs he was doing. And they believed in his name. 24 But Jesus 
did not fully trust them. He knew what people are like. 25 He didn't need 
anyone to tell him what people are like. He already knew why people do 
what they do.

Jesus teaches Nicodemus

3 1 There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus. He was one of the Jewish 
rulers. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, ‘Rabbi, we know that you 

are a teacher who has come from God. We know that God is with you. If 
he weren't, you couldn't do the signs you are doing.’

3 Jesus replied, ‘What I'm about to tell you is true. No-one can see God's 
kingdom unless they are born again.’
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4 ‘How can someone be born when they are old?’ Nicodemus asked. 
‘They can't go back inside their mother! They can't be born a second time!’

5 Jesus answered, ‘What I'm about to tell you is true. No-one can enter 
God's kingdom unless they are born with water and the Holy Spirit. 
6 People give birth to people. But the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You 
should not be surprised when I say, “You must all be born again.” 8 The 
wind blows where it wants to. You hear the sound it makes. But you can't 
tell where it comes from or where it is going. It is the same with everyone 
who is born with the Spirit.’

9 ‘How can this be?’ Nicodemus asked.
10 ‘You are Israel's teacher,’ said Jesus. ‘Don't you understand these 

things? 11 What I'm about to tell you is true. We speak about what we 
know. We are witnesses about what we have seen. But still you people 
do not accept what we say. 12 I have spoken to you about earthly things, 
and you do not believe. So how will you believe if I speak about heavenly 
things? 13 No-one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came 
from heaven. He is the Son of Man. 14 Moses lifted up the snake in the 
desert. In the same way, the Son of Man must also be lifted up. 15 Then 
everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.’

16 God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone 
who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life. 17 God did not 
send his Son into the world to judge the world. He sent his Son to save 
the world through him. 18 Anyone who believes in him is not judged. But 
anyone who does not believe is judged already. They have not believed 
in the name of God's one and only Son. 19 Here is the judgment. Light 
has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light. They 
loved darkness because what they did was evil. 20 Everyone who does evil 
deeds hates the light. They will not come into the light. They are afraid 
that what they do will be seen. 21 But anyone who lives by the truth comes 
into the light. They live by the truth with God's help. They come into the 
light so that it will be easy to see their good deeds.

John the Baptist is a witness about Jesus
22 After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the countryside of 

Judea. There he spent some time with them. And he baptised people 
there. 23 John was also baptising. He was at Aenon near Salim, where there 
was plenty of water. People were coming and being baptised. 24 This was 
before John was put in prison. 25 Some of John's disciples and a certain 
Jew began to argue. They argued about special washings to make people 
‘clean’. 26 They came to John and here is what they said to him. ‘Rabbi, that 
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man who was with you on the other side of the River Jordan is baptising 
people. He is the one you told us about. Everyone is going to him.’

27 John replied, ‘A person can receive only what God gives them from 
heaven. 28 You yourselves are witnesses that I said, “I am not the Messiah. 
I was sent ahead of him.” 29 The bride belongs to the groom. The friend 
who helps the groom waits and listens for him. He is full of joy when he 
hears the groom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. 30 He 
must become more important. I must become less important.

31 ‘The one who comes from above is above everything. The one who 
is from the earth belongs to the earth and speaks like someone from the 
earth. The one who comes from heaven is above everything. 32 He is a 
witness to what he has seen and heard. But no-one accepts what he says. 
33 Anyone who has accepted it has said, “Yes. God is truthful.” 34 The 
one whom God has sent speaks God's words. That's because God gives 
the Holy Spirit without limit. 35 The Father loves the Son and has put 
everything into his hands. 36 Anyone who believes in the Son has eternal 
life. Anyone who does not believe in the Son will not have life. God's 
anger remains on them.’

Jesus talks with a woman from Samaria

4 1 Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard about him. They had 
heard that he was gaining and baptising more disciples than John. 2 But 

in fact Jesus was not baptising. His disciples were. 3 So Jesus left Judea 
and went back again to Galilee.

4 Jesus had to go through Samaria. 5 He came to a town in Samaria 
called Sychar. It was near the piece of land Jacob had given his son Joseph. 
6 Jacob's well was there. Jesus was tired from the journey. So he sat down 
by the well. It was about noon.

7 A woman from Samaria came to get some water. Jesus said to her, ‘Will 
you give me a drink?’ 8 His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘You are a Jew. I am a Samaritan 
woman. How can you ask me for a drink?’ She said this because Jews 
don't have anything to do with Samaritans.

10 Jesus answered her, ‘You do not know what God's gift is. And you 
do not know who is asking you for a drink. If you did, you would have 
asked him. He would have given you living water.’

11 ‘Sir’, the woman said, ‘you don't have anything to get water with. The 
well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Our father Jacob gave 
us the well. He drank from it himself. So did his sons and his livestock. 
Are you more important than he is?’
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13 Jesus answered, ‘Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again. 
14 But anyone who drinks the water I give them will never be thirsty. In 
fact, the water I give them will become a spring of water in them. It will 
flow up into eternal life.’

15 The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water. Then I will never be 
thirsty. And I won't have to keep coming here to get water.’

16 He told her, ‘Go. Get your husband and come back.’
17 ‘I have no husband,’ she replied.
Jesus said to her, ‘You are right when you say you have no husband. 

18 The fact is, you have had five husbands. And the man you live with now 
is not your husband. What you have just said is very true.’

19 ‘Sir’, the woman said, ‘I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our people 
have always worshipped on this mountain. But you Jews claim that the 
place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.’

21 Jesus said, ‘Woman, believe me. A time is coming when you will not 
worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans 
worship what you do not know. We worship what we do know. Salvation 
comes from the Jews. 23 But a new time is coming. In fact, it is already here. 
True worshippers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth. They 
are the kind of worshippers the Father is looking for. 24 God is spirit. His 
worshippers must worship him in the Spirit and in truth.’

25 The woman said, ‘I know that Messiah is coming.’ Messiah means 
Christ. ‘When he comes, he will explain everything to us.’

26 Then Jesus said, ‘The one you're talking about is the one speaking 
to you. I am he.’

The disciples join Jesus again
27 Just then Jesus' disciples returned. They were surprised to find him 

talking with a woman. But no-one asked, ‘What do you want from her?’ 
No-one asked, ‘Why are you talking with her?’

28 The woman left her water jar and went back to the town. She said to 
the people, 29 ‘Come. See a man who told me everything I've ever done. 
Could this be the Messiah?’ 30 The people came out of the town and made 
their way towards Jesus.

31 His disciples were saying to him, ‘Rabbi, eat something!’
32 But he said to them, ‘I have food to eat that you know nothing about.’
33 Then his disciples asked each other, ‘Did someone bring him food?’
34 Jesus said, ‘My food is to do what my Father sent me to do. My 

food is to finish his work. 35 Don't you have a saying? You say, “It's still 
four months until harvest time.” But I tell you, open your eyes! Look at 
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the fields! They are ripe for harvest right now. 36 Even now the one who 
gathers the crop is getting paid. They are already harvesting the crop for 
eternal life. So the one who plants and the one who gathers can now be 
glad together. 37 Here is a true saying. “One plants and another gathers.” 
38 I sent you to gather what you have not worked for. Others have done 
the hard work. You have gathered the benefits of their work.’

Many Samaritans believe in Jesus
39 Many of the Samaritans from the town of Sychar believed in Jesus. 

They believed because of what the woman had said about him. She said, 
‘He told me everything I've ever done.’ 40 Then the Samaritans came to him 
and tried to get him to stay with them. So he stayed two days. 41 Because 
of what he said, many more people became believers.

42 They said to the woman, ‘We no longer believe just because of what 
you said. We have now heard for ourselves. We know that this man really 
is the Saviour of the world.’

Jesus heals an official's son
43 After the two days, Jesus left for Galilee. 44 He himself had pointed out 

that a prophet is not respected in his own country. 45 When he arrived in 
Galilee, the people living there welcomed him. They had seen everything 
he had done in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast. That was because they 
had also been there.

46 Once more, Jesus visited Cana in Galilee. Cana is where he had turned 
the water into wine. A royal official was there. His son was ill in bed at 
Capernaum. 47 The official heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from 
Judea. So he went to Jesus and begged him to come and heal his son. The 
boy was close to death.

48 Jesus told him, ‘You people will never believe unless you see signs 
and wonders.’

49 The royal official said, ‘Sir, come down before my child dies.’
50 ‘Go’, Jesus replied. ‘Your son will live.’
The man believed what Jesus said, and so he left. 51 While he was still 

on his way home, his slaves met him. They gave him the news that his 
boy was living. 52 He asked what time his son got better. They said to him, 
‘Yesterday, at one o'clock in the afternoon, the fever left him.’

53 Then the father realised what had happened. That was the exact time 
Jesus had said to him, ‘Your son will live.’ So he and his whole family 
became believers.

54 This was the second sign that Jesus did after coming from Judea to 
Galilee.
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Jesus heals a man at the pool

5 1 Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish feasts. 
2 In Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate is a pool. In the Aramaic language 

it is called Bethesda. It is surrounded by five rows of columns with a roof 
over them. 3-4 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie down. 
Among them were those who were blind, those who could not walk, and 
those who could hardly move. 5 One person was there who had not been 
able to walk for 38 years. 6 Jesus saw him lying there. He knew that the 
man had been in that condition for a long time. So he asked him, ‘Do 
you want to get well?’

7 ‘Sir’, the disabled man replied, ‘I have no-one to help me into the pool 
when an angel stirs up the water. I try to get in, but someone else always 
goes down ahead of me.’

8 Then Jesus said to him, ‘Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.’ 9 The 
man was healed right away. He picked up his mat and walked.

This happened on a Sabbath day. 10 So the Jewish leaders said to the 
man who had been healed, ‘It is the Sabbath day. The law does not allow 
you to carry your mat.’

11 But he replied, ‘The one who made me well said to me, “Pick up 
your mat and walk.” ’

12 They asked him, ‘Who is this fellow? Who told you to pick it up 
and walk?’

13 The one who was healed had no idea who it was. Jesus had slipped 
away into the crowd that was there.

14 Later Jesus found him at the temple. Jesus said to him, ‘See, you are well 
again. Stop sinning, or something worse may happen to you.’ 15 The man 
went away. He told the Jewish leaders it was Jesus who had made him well.

The authority of the Son
16 Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath day. So the Jewish leaders 

began to oppose him. 17 Jesus defended himself. He said to them, ‘My 
Father is always doing his work. He is working right up to this day. I am 
working too.’ 18 For this reason the Jewish leaders tried even harder to 
kill him. According to them, Jesus was not only breaking the law of the 
Sabbath day. He was even calling God his own Father. He was making 
himself equal with God.

19 Jesus answered, ‘What I'm about to tell you is true. The Son can do 
nothing by himself. He can do only what he sees his Father doing. What 
the Father does, the Son also does. 20 This is because the Father loves the 
Son. The Father shows him everything he does. Yes, and the Father will 
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show the Son even greater works than these. And you will be amazed. 
21 The Father raises the dead and gives them life. In the same way, the Son 
gives life to anyone he wants to. 22 Also, the Father does not judge anyone. 
He has given the Son the task of judging. 23 Then all people will honour 
the Son just as they honour the Father. Whoever does not honour the 
Son does not honour the Father, who sent him.

24 ‘What I'm about to tell you is true. Anyone who hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal life. They will not be judged. They 
have crossed over from death to life. 25 What I'm about to tell you is true. 
A time is coming for me to give life. In fact, it has already begun. The 
dead will hear the voice of the Son of God. Those who hear it will live. 
26 The Father has life in himself. He has allowed the Son also to have life 
in himself. 27 And the Father has given him the authority to judge. This 
is because he is the Son of Man.

28 ‘Do not be amazed at this. A time is coming when all who are in 
their graves will hear his voice. 29 They will all come out of their graves. 
People who have done what is good will rise and live again. People who 
have done what is evil will rise and be found guilty. 30 I can do nothing 
by myself. I judge only as I hear. And my judging is fair. I do not try to 
please myself. I try to please the one who sent me.

Being a witness about Jesus
31 ‘If I am a witness about myself, what I say is not true. 32 There is 

someone else who is a witness in my favour. And I know that what he 
says about me is true.

33 ‘You have sent people to John the Baptist. He has been a witness to 
the truth. 34 I do not accept what a person says. I only talk about what 
John says so that you can be saved. 35 John was like a lamp that burned 
and gave light. For a while you chose to enjoy his light.

36 ‘What I say about myself is more important than what John says 
about me. I am doing the works the Father gave me to finish. These 
works are a witness that the Father has sent me. 37 The Father who sent 
me is himself a witness about me. You have never heard his voice. You 
have never seen what he really looks like. 38 And his word does not live 
in you. That's because you do not believe the one he sent. 39 You study 
the Scriptures carefully. You study them because you think they will give 
you eternal life. The Scriptures you study are a witness about me. 40 But 
you refuse to come to me and receive life.

41 ‘I do not accept praise from human beings. 42 But I know you. I know 
that you do not have love for God in your hearts. 43 I have come in my 
Father's name, and you do not accept me. But if someone else comes in 
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his own name, you will accept him. 44 You accept praise from one another. 
But you do not seek the praise that comes from the only God. So how 
can you believe?

45 ‘Do not think I will bring charges against you in front of the Father. 
Moses is the one who does that. And he is the one you build your hopes 
on. 46 Do you believe Moses? Then you should believe me. He wrote 
about me. 47 But you do not believe what he wrote. So how are you going 
to believe what I say?’

Jesus feeds the five thousand

6 1 Some time after this, Jesus crossed over to the other side of the Sea of 
Galilee. It is also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2 A large crowd of people 

followed him. They had seen the signs he had done by healing ill people. 
3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside. There he sat down with his 
disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Feast was near.

5 Jesus looked up and saw a large crowd coming towards him. So he 
said to Philip, ‘Where can we buy bread for these people to eat?’ 6 He 
asked this only to test Philip. He already knew what he was going to do.

7 Philip answered him, ‘Suppose we were able to buy enough bread for 
each person to have just a bite. That would take more than half a year's pay!’

8 Another of his disciples spoke up. It was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 
He said, 9 ‘Here is a boy with five small loaves of barley bread. He also has 
two small fish. But how far will that go in such a large crowd?’

10 Jesus said, ‘Have the people sit down.’ There was plenty of grass in 
that place, and they sat down. About 5,000 men were there. 11 Then Jesus 
took the loaves and gave thanks. He handed out the bread to those who 
were seated. He gave them as much as they wanted. And he did the same 
with the fish.

12 When all of them had enough to eat, Jesus spoke to his disciples. 
‘Gather the leftover pieces,’ he said. ‘Don't waste anything.’ 13 So they 
gathered what was left over from the five barley loaves. They filled 12 
baskets with the pieces left by those who had eaten.

14 The people saw the sign that Jesus did. Then they began to say, ‘This 
must be the Prophet who is supposed to come into the world.’ 15 But Jesus 
knew that they planned to come and force him to be their king. So he 
went away again to a mountain by himself.

Jesus walks on the water
16 When evening came, Jesus' disciples went down to the Sea of 

Galilee. 17 There they got into a boat and headed across the lake towards 
Capernaum. By now it was dark. Jesus had not yet joined them. 18 A strong 
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wind was blowing, and the water became rough. 19 They rowed about 
three or four miles. Then they saw Jesus coming towards the boat. He 
was walking on the water. They were frightened. 20 But he said to them, ‘It 
is I. Don't be afraid.’ 21 Then they agreed to take him into the boat. Right 
away the boat reached the shore where they were heading.

22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the lake 
realised something. They saw that only one boat had been there. They 
knew that Jesus had not gotten into it with his disciples. And they knew 
that the disciples had gone away alone. 23 Then some boats arrived from 
Tiberias. It was near the place where the people had eaten the bread after 
the Lord gave thanks. 24 The crowd realised that Jesus and his disciples were 
not there. So they got into boats and went to Capernaum to look for Jesus.

Jesus is the bread of life
25 They found him on the other side of the lake. They asked him, ‘Rabbi, 

when did you get here?’
26 Jesus answered, ‘What I'm about to tell you is true. You are not looking 

for me because you saw the signs I did. You are looking for me because 
you ate the loaves until you were full. 27 Do not work for food that spoils. 
Work for food that lasts for ever. That is the food the Son of Man will give 
you. For God the Father has put his seal of approval on him.’

28 Then they asked him, ‘What does God want from us? What works 
does he want us to do?’

29 Jesus answered, ‘God's work is to believe in the one he has sent.’
30 So they asked him, ‘What sign will you give us? What will you do 

so we can see it and believe you? 31 Long ago our people ate the manna 
in the desert. It is written in Scripture, “The Lord gave them bread from 
heaven to eat.” ’

32 Jesus said to them, ‘What I'm about to tell you is true. It is not Moses 
who has given you the bread from heaven. It is my Father who gives you 
the true bread from heaven. 33 The bread of God is the bread that comes 
down from heaven. He gives life to the world.’

34 ‘Sir’, they said, ‘always give us this bread.’
35 Then Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 

never go hungry. And whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But 
it is just as I told you. You have seen me, and you still do not believe. 
37 Everyone the Father gives me will come to me. I will never send away 
anyone who comes to me. 38 I have not come down from heaven to do what 
I want to do. I have come to do what the one who sent me wants me to 
do. 39 The one who sent me doesn't want me to lose anyone he has given 
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me. He wants me to raise them up on the last day. 40 My Father wants all 
who look to the Son and believe in him to have eternal life. I will raise 
them up on the last day.’

41 Then the Jews there began to complain about Jesus. That was because 
he said, ‘I am the bread that came down from heaven.’ 42 They said, ‘Isn't 
this Jesus, the son of Joseph? Don't we know his father and mother? How 
can he now say, “I came down from heaven”?’

43 ‘Stop complaining among yourselves,’ Jesus answered. 44 ‘No-one 
can come to me unless the Father who sent me brings them. Then I will 
raise them up on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets, “God will 
teach all of them.” Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from 
him comes to me. 46 No-one has seen the Father except the one who has 
come from God. Only he has seen the Father. 47 What I'm about to tell 
you is true. Everyone who believes has life for ever. 48 I am the bread of 
life. 49 Long ago your people ate the manna in the desert, and they still 
died. 50 But here is the bread that comes down from heaven. A person can 
eat it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. 
Everyone who eats some of this bread will live for ever. This bread is my 
body. I will give it for the life of the world.’

52 Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves. They said, 
‘How can this man give us his body to eat?’

53 Jesus said to them, ‘What I'm about to tell you is true. You must eat 
the Son of Man's body and drink his blood. If you don't, you have no life 
in you. 54 Anyone who eats my body and drinks my blood has eternal life. 
I will raise them up on the last day. 55 My body is real food. My blood is 
real drink. 56 Anyone who eats my body and drinks my blood remains in 
me. And I remain in them. 57 The living Father sent me, and I live because 
of him. In the same way, those who feed on me will live because of me. 
58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. Long ago your people 
ate manna and died. But whoever eats this bread will live for ever.’ 59 He 
said this while he was teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum.

Many disciples leave Jesus
60 Jesus' disciples heard this. Many of them said, ‘This is a hard teaching. 

Who can accept it?’
61 Jesus was aware that his disciples were complaining about his teaching. 

So he said to them, ‘Does this upset you? 62 Then what if you see the Son 
of Man go up to where he was before? 63 The Holy Spirit gives life. The 
body means nothing at all. The words I have spoken to you are full of 
the Spirit. They give life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.’ 
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Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe. And 
he had known who was going to hand him over to his enemies. 65 So he 
continued speaking. He said, ‘This is why I told you that no-one can come 
to me unless the Father helps them.’

66 From this time on, many of his disciples turned back. They no longer 
followed him.

67 ‘You don't want to leave also, do you?’ Jesus asked the 12 disciples.
68 Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, who can we go to? You have the 

words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and to know that you 
are the Holy One of God.’

70 Then Jesus replied, ‘Didn't I choose you, the 12 disciples? But one of 
you is a devil!’ 71 He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. Judas was one 
of the 12 disciples. But later he was going to hand Jesus over to his enemies.

Jesus goes to the Feast of Booths

7 1 After this, Jesus went around in Galilee. He didn't want to travel around 
in Judea. That was because the Jewish leaders there were looking for 

a way to kill him. 2 The Jewish Feast of Booths was near. 3 Jesus' brothers 
said to him, ‘Leave Galilee and go to Judea. Then your disciples there will 
see the works that you do. 4 No-one who wants to be well known does 
things in secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the 
world.’ 5 Even Jesus' own brothers did not believe in him.

6 So Jesus told them, ‘The time for me to show who I really am is not 
here yet. For you, any time would be the right time. 7 The people of the 
world can't hate you. But they hate me. This is because I am a witness 
that their works are evil. 8 You go to the feast. I am not going up to this 
feast. This is because my time has not yet fully come.’ 9 After he said this, 
he stayed in Galilee.

10 But when his brothers had left for the feast, he went also. But he went 
secretly, not openly. 11 At the feast the Jewish leaders were watching for 
Jesus. They were asking, ‘Where is he?’

12 Many people in the crowd were whispering about him. Some said, 
‘He is a good man.’

Others replied, ‘No. He fools the people.’ 13 But no-one would say 
anything about him openly. They were afraid of the leaders.

Jesus teaches at the feast
14 Jesus did nothing until halfway through the feast. Then he went up to 

the temple courtyard and began to teach. 15 The Jews there were amazed. 
They asked, ‘How did this man learn so much without being taught?’
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16 Jesus answered, ‘What I teach is not my own. It comes from the 
one who sent me. 17 Here is how someone can find out whether my 
teaching comes from God or from me. That person must choose to 
do what God wants them to do. 18 Whoever speaks on their own does 
it to get personal honour. But someone who works for the honour of 
the one who sent him is truthful. Nothing about him is false. 19 Didn't 
Moses give you the law? But not one of you obeys the law. Why are 
you trying to kill me?’

20 ‘You are controlled by demons,’ the crowd answered. ‘Who is trying 
to kill you?’

21 Jesus said to them, ‘I did one miracle, and you are all amazed. 22 Moses 
gave you circumcision, and so you circumcise a child on the Sabbath day. 
But circumcision did not really come from Moses. It came from Abraham. 
23 You circumcise a boy on the Sabbath day. You think that if you do, you 
won't break the law of Moses. Then why are you angry with me? I healed 
a man's entire body on the Sabbath day! 24 Stop judging only by what you 
see. Judge in the right way.’

People don't agree about who Jesus is
25 Then some of the people of Jerusalem began asking questions. They 

said, ‘Isn't this the man some people are trying to kill? 26 Here he is! He is 
speaking openly. They aren't saying a word to him. Have the authorities 
really decided that he is the Messiah? 27 But we know where this man is 
from. When the Messiah comes, no-one will know where he is from.’

28 Jesus was still teaching in the temple courtyard. He cried out, ‘Yes, 
you know me. And you know where I am from. I am not here on my 
own authority. The one who sent me is true. You do not know him. 29 But 
I know him. I am from him, and he sent me.’

30 When he said this, they tried to arrest him. But no-one laid a hand 
on him. The time for him to show who he really was had not yet come. 
31 Still, many people in the crowd believed in him. They said, ‘How will 
it be when the Messiah comes? Will he do more signs than this man?’

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering things like this about him. 
Then the chief priests and the Pharisees sent temple guards to arrest him.

33 Jesus said, ‘I am with you for only a short time. Then I will go to the 
one who sent me. 34 You will look for me, but you won't find me. You 
can't come where I am going.’

35 The Jews said to one another, ‘Where does this man plan to go? Does 
he think we can't find him? Will he go where our people live scattered 
among the Greeks? Will he go there to teach the Greeks? 36 What did he 
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mean when he said, “You will look for me, but you won't find me”? And 
what did he mean when he said, “You can't come where I am going”?’

37 It was the last and most important day of the feast. Jesus stood up 
and spoke in a loud voice. He said, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to 
me and drink. 38 Does anyone believe in me? Then, just as Scripture says, 
rivers of living water will flow from inside them.’ 39 When he said this, 
he meant the Holy Spirit. Those who believed in Jesus would receive 
the Spirit later. Up to that time, the Spirit had not been given. This was 
because Jesus had not yet received glory.

40 The people heard his words. Some of them said, ‘This man must be 
the Prophet we've been expecting.’

41 Others said, ‘He is the Messiah.’
Still others asked, ‘How can the Messiah come from Galilee? 42 Doesn't 

Scripture say that the Messiah will come from the family line of David? 
Doesn't it say that he will come from Bethlehem, the town where David 
lived?’ 43 So the people did not agree about who Jesus was. 44 Some wanted 
to arrest him. But no-one laid a hand on him.

The Jewish leaders do not believe
45 Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and the 

Pharisees. They asked the guards, ‘Why didn't you bring him in?’
46 ‘No-one ever spoke the way this man does,’ the guards replied.
47 ‘You mean he has fooled you also?’ the Pharisees asked. 48 ‘Have any 

of the rulers or Pharisees believed in him? 49 No! But this mob knows 
nothing about the law. There is a curse on them.’

50 Then Nicodemus, a Pharisee, spoke. He was the one who had gone to 
Jesus earlier. He asked, 51 ‘Does our law find a man guilty without hearing 
him first? Doesn't it want to find out what he is doing?’

52 They replied, ‘Are you from Galilee too? Look into it. You will find 
that a prophet does not come out of Galilee.’

8  53 Then they all went home. 1 But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.
2 At sunrise he arrived again in the temple courtyard. All the people 

gathered around him there. He sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers 
of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman. She had been caught 
committing adultery. They made her stand in front of the group. 4 They 
said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught sleeping with a man who 
was not her husband. 5 In the Law, Moses commanded us to kill such 
women by throwing stones at them. Now what do you say?’ 6 They were 
trying to trap Jesus with that question. They wanted to have a reason to 
bring charges against him.
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But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 
7 They kept asking him questions. So he stood up and said to them, ‘Has 
any one of you not sinned? Then you be the first to throw a stone at her.’ 
8 He bent down again and wrote on the ground.

9 Those who heard what he had said began to go away. They left one 
at a time, the older ones first. Soon only Jesus was left. The woman was 
still standing there. 10 Jesus stood up and asked her, ‘Woman, where are 
they? Hasn't anyone found you guilty?’

11 ‘No-one, sir,’ she said.
‘Then I don't find you guilty either,’ Jesus said. ‘Go now and leave 

your life of sin.’

Challenge to what Jesus says about himself
12 Jesus spoke to the people again. He said, ‘I am the light of the world. 

Anyone who follows me will never walk in darkness. They will have that 
light. They will have life.’

13 The Pharisees argued with him. ‘Here you are,’ they said, ‘appearing 
as your own witness. But your witness does not count.’

14 Jesus answered, ‘Even if I am a witness about myself, what I say does 
count. I know where I came from. And I know where I am going. But 
you have no idea where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge by 
human standards. I don't judge anyone. 16 But if I do judge, what I decide 
is true. This is because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent 
me. 17 Your own Law says that the witness of two people proves the truth 
about something. 18 I am a witness about myself. The other witness about 
me is the Father, who sent me.’

19 Then they asked him, ‘Where is your father?’
‘You do not know me or my Father,’ Jesus replied. ‘If you knew me, 

you would know my Father also.’ 20 He spoke these words while he was 
teaching in the temple courtyard. He was near the place where the offerings 
were put. But no-one arrested him. That's because the time for him to 
die had not yet come.

Challenge to who Jesus claims to be
21 Once more Jesus said to them, ‘I am going away. You will look for me, 

and you will die in your sin. You can't come where I am going.’
22 This made the Jews ask, ‘Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, 

“You can't come where I am going”?’
23 But Jesus said, ‘You are from below. I am from heaven. You are from 

this world. I am not from this world. 24 I told you that you would die in 
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your sins. This will happen if you don't believe that I am he. If you don't 
believe, you will certainly die in your sins.’

25 ‘Who are you?’ they asked.
‘Just what I have been telling you from the beginning,’ Jesus replied. 

26 ‘I have a lot to say that will judge you. But the one who sent me can be 
trusted. And I tell the world what I have heard from him.’

27 They did not understand that Jesus was telling them about his Father. 
28 So Jesus said, ‘You will lift up the Son of Man. Then you will know that 
I am he. You will also know that I do nothing on my own. I speak just 
what the Father has taught me. 29 The one who sent me is with me. He 
has not left me alone, because I always do what pleases him.’ 30 Even while 
Jesus was speaking, many people believed in him.

Challenge to the claim to be children of Abraham
31 Jesus spoke to the Jews who had believed him. ‘If you obey my 

teaching,’ he said, ‘you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the 
truth. And the truth will set you free.’

33 They answered him, ‘We are Abraham's children. We have never been 
slaves of anyone. So how can you say that we will be set free?’

34 Jesus replied, ‘What I'm about to tell you is true. Everyone who sins 
is a slave of sin. 35 A slave has no lasting place in the family. But a son 
belongs to the family for ever. 36 So if the Son of Man sets you free, you will 
really be free. 37 I know you are Abraham's children. But you are looking 
for a way to kill me. You have no room for my word. 38 I am telling you 
what I saw when I was with my Father. You are doing what you have 
heard from your father.’

39 ‘Abraham is our father,’ they answered.
Jesus said, ‘Are you really Abraham's children? If you are, you will do 

what Abraham did. 40 But you are looking for a way to kill me. I am a 
man who has told you the truth I heard from God. Abraham didn't do 
the things you want to do. 41 You are doing what your own father does.’

‘We have the right to claim to be God's children,’ they objected. ‘The 
only Father we have is God himself.’

42 Jesus said to them, ‘If God were your Father, you would love me. 
I have come here from God. I have not come on my own. God sent 
me. 43 Why aren't my words clear to you? Because you can't really hear 
what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil. You want to obey your 
father's wishes. From the beginning, the devil was a murderer. He has 
never obeyed the truth. There is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks 
his natural language. He does this because he is a liar. He is the father 
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of lies. 45 But because I tell the truth, you don't believe me! 46 Can any of 
you prove I am guilty of sinning? Am I not telling the truth? Then why 
don't you believe me? 47 Whoever belongs to God hears what God says. 
The reason you don't hear is that you don't belong to God.’

Jesus makes claims about himself
48 The Jews answered Jesus, ‘Aren't we right when we say you are a 

Samaritan? Aren't you controlled by a demon?’
49 ‘I am not controlled by a demon,’ said Jesus. ‘I honour my Father. You 

do not honour me. 50 I am not seeking glory for myself. But there is one 
who brings glory to me. He is the judge. 51 What I'm about to tell you is 
true. Whoever obeys my word will never die.’

52 Then they cried out, ‘Now we know you are controlled by a demon! 
Abraham died. So did the prophets. But you say that whoever obeys your 
word will never die. 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died. 
So did the prophets. Who do you think you are?’

54 Jesus replied, ‘If I bring glory to myself, my glory means nothing. You 
claim that my Father is your God. He is the one who brings glory to me. 
55 You do not know him. But I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar 
like you. But I do know him. And I obey his word. 56 Your father Abraham 
was filled with joy at the thought of seeing my day. He saw it and was glad.’

57 ‘You are not even 50 years old,’ they said to Jesus. ‘And you have 
seen Abraham?’

58 ‘What I'm about to tell you is true,’ Jesus answered. ‘Before Abraham 
was born, I am!’ 59 When he said this, they picked up stones to kill him. 
But Jesus hid himself. He slipped away from the temple area.

Jesus heals a man born blind

9 1 As Jesus went along, he saw a man who was blind. He had been blind 
since he was born. 2 Jesus' disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned? 

Was this man born blind because he sinned? Or did his parents sin?’
3 ‘It isn't because this man sinned,’ said Jesus. ‘It isn't because his parents 

sinned. He was born blind so that God's power could be shown by what's 
going to happen. 4 While it is still day, we must do the works of the one 
who sent me. Night is coming. Then no-one can work. 5 While I am in 
the world, I am the light of the world.’

6 After he said this, he spat on the ground. He made some mud with 
the spit. Then he put the mud on the man's eyes. 7 ‘Go’, he told him. ‘Wash 
in the Pool of Siloam.’ Siloam means Sent. So the man went and washed. 
And he came home able to see.
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8 His neighbours and people who had seen him earlier begging asked 
questions. ‘Isn't this the same man who used to sit and beg?’ they asked. 
9 Some claimed that he was.

Others said, ‘No. He only looks like him.’
But the man who had been blind kept saying, ‘I am the man.’
10 ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ they asked.
11 He replied, ‘The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on 

my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed. 
Then I could see.’

12 ‘Where is this man?’ they asked him.
‘I don't know,’ he said.

The Pharisees want to know how the blind man was healed
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 The 

day Jesus made the mud and opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath day. 
15 So the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see. ‘He put mud on 
my eyes,’ the man replied. ‘Then I washed. And now I can see.’

16 Some of the Pharisees said, ‘Jesus has not come from God. He does 
not keep the Sabbath day.’

But others asked, ‘How can a sinner do such signs?’ So the Pharisees 
did not agree with one another.

17 Then they turned again to the blind man. ‘What do you have to say 
about him?’ they asked. ‘It was your eyes he opened.’

The man replied, ‘He is a prophet.’
18 They still did not believe that the man had been blind and now could 

see. So they sent for his parents. 19 ‘Is this your son?’ they asked. ‘Is this 
the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?’

20 ‘We know he is our son,’ the parents answered. ‘And we know he was 
born blind. 21 But we don't know how he can now see. And we don't know 
who opened his eyes. Ask him. He is an adult. He can speak for himself.’ 
22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. The 
leaders had already made this decision about Jesus. Anyone who said Jesus 
was the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 That was why the 
man's parents said, ‘He is an adult. Ask him.’

24 Again the Pharisees called the man who had been blind to come to 
them. ‘Give glory to God by telling the truth!’ they said. ‘We know that 
the man who healed you is a sinner.’

25 He replied, ‘I don't know if he is a sinner or not. I do know one thing. 
I was blind, but now I can see!’

26 Then they asked him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open 
your eyes?’
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27 He answered, ‘I have already told you. But you didn't listen. Why 
do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too?’

28 Then they began to attack him with their words. ‘You are this fellow's 
disciple!’ they said. ‘We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God 
spoke to Moses. But we don't even know where this fellow comes from.’

30 The man answered, ‘That is really surprising! You don't know where 
he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does 
not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does what he 
wants them to do. 32 Nobody has ever heard of anyone opening the eyes 
of a person born blind. 33 If this man had not come from God, he could 
do nothing.’

34 Then the Pharisees replied, ‘When you were born, you were already 
deep in sin. How dare you talk like that to us!’ And they threw him out 
of the synagogue.

People who can't see the truth
35 Jesus heard that the Pharisees had thrown the man out of the 

synagogue. When Jesus found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son 
of Man?’

36 ‘Who is he, sir?’ the man asked. ‘Tell me, so I can believe in him.’
37 Jesus said, ‘You have now seen him. In fact, he is the one speaking 

with you.’
38 Then the man said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him.
39 Jesus said, ‘I have come into this world to judge it. I have come so 

that people who are blind will see. I have come so that people who can 
see will become blind.’

40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this. They asked, 
‘What? Are we blind too?’

41 Jesus said, ‘If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin. But since 
you claim you can see, you remain guilty.

The good shepherd and his sheep

10 1 ‘What I'm about to tell you Pharisees is true. What if someone does 
not enter the sheepfold through the gate but climbs in another way? 

That person is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters through the gate 
is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him. The 
sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. 4 When he has brought out all his own sheep, he goes on ahead of 
them. His sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will 
never follow a stranger. In fact, they will run away from him. They don't 
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recognise a stranger's voice.’ 6 Jesus told this story. But the Pharisees didn't 
understand what he was telling them.

7 So Jesus said again, ‘What I'm about to tell you is true. I am like a gate 
for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers. 
But the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I'm like a gate. Anyone who 
enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out. And 
they will find plenty of food. 10 A thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I have come so they may have life. I want them to have it in the 
fullest possible way.

11 ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives his life for the 
sheep. 12 The hired man is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. 
So when the hired man sees the wolf coming, he leaves the sheep and 
runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man 
runs away because he is a hired man. He does not care about the sheep.

14 ‘I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep, and my sheep know me. 
15 They know me just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And 
I give my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that do not belong to this 
sheepfold. I must bring them in too. They also will listen to my voice. Then 
there will be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me 
is that I give up my life. But I will take it back again. 18 No-one takes it from 
me. I give it up myself. I have the authority to give it up. And I have the 
authority to take it back again. I received this command from my Father.’

19 The Jews who heard these words could not agree with one another. 
20 Many of them said, ‘He is controlled by a demon. He has gone crazy! 
Why should we listen to him?’

21 But others said, ‘A person controlled by a demon does not say things 
like this. Can a demon open the eyes of someone who is blind?’

Another challenge to Jesus' claims
22 Then came the Feast of Hanukkah at Jerusalem. It was winter. 23 Jesus 

was in the temple courtyard walking in Solomon's Porch. 24 The Jews who 
were gathered there around Jesus spoke to him. They said, ‘How long will 
you keep us waiting? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’

25 Jesus answered, ‘I did tell you. But you do not believe. The works that 
I do in my Father's name are a witness for me. 26 But you do not believe, 
because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice. I know 
them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never 
die. No-one will steal them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given 
them to me, is greater than anyone. No-one can steal them out of my 
Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one.’
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31 Again the Jews who had challenged him picked up stones to kill him. 
32 But Jesus said to them, ‘I have shown you many good works from the 
Father. Which good work are you throwing stones at me for?’

33 ‘We are not throwing stones at you for any good work,’ they replied. 
‘We are stoning you for saying a very evil thing. You are only a man. But 
you claim to be God.’

34 Jesus answered them, ‘Didn't God say in your Law, “I have said you 
are ‘gods’ ”? 35 We know that Scripture is always true. God spoke to some 
people and called them “gods”. 36 If that is true, what about the one the 
Father set apart as his very own? What about this one the Father sent 
into the world? Why do you charge me with saying a very evil thing? Is 
it because I said, “I am God's Son”? 37 Don't believe me unless I do the 
works of my Father. 38 But what if I do them? Even if you don't believe 
me, believe these works. Then you will know and understand that the 
Father is in me and I am in the Father.’ 39 Again they tried to arrest him. 
But he escaped from them.

40 Then Jesus went back across the River Jordan. He went to the 
place where John had been baptising in the early days. There he stayed. 
41 Many people came to him. They said, ‘John never performed a sign. 
But everything he said about this man was true.’ 42 And in that place 
many believed in Jesus.

Lazarus dies

11 1 A man named Lazarus was ill. He was from Bethany, the village 
where Mary and her sister Martha lived. 2 Mary would later pour 

perfume on the Lord. She would also wipe Jesus' feet with her hair. It was 
her brother Lazarus who was ill in bed. 3 So the sisters sent a message to 
Jesus. ‘Lord’, they told him, ‘the one you love is ill.’

4 When Jesus heard this, he said, ‘This sickness will not end in death. 
No, it is for God's glory. God's Son will receive glory because of it.’ 5 Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So after he heard Lazarus was 
ill, he stayed where he was for two more days. 7 And then he said to his 
disciples, ‘Let us go back to Judea.’

8 ‘But Rabbi’, they said, ‘a short time ago the Jews there tried to kill you 
with stones. Are you still going back?’

9 Jesus answered, ‘Aren't there 12 hours of daylight? Anyone who walks 
during the day won't trip and fall. They can see because of this world's light. 
10 But when they walk at night, they'll trip and fall. They have no light.’

11 After he said this, Jesus went on speaking to them. ‘Our friend Lazarus 
has fallen asleep,’ he said. ‘But I am going there to wake him up.’
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12 His disciples replied, ‘Lord, if he's sleeping, he will get better.’ 13 Jesus 
had been speaking about the death of Lazarus. But his disciples thought 
he meant natural sleep.

14 So then he told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. 15 For your benefit, 
I am glad I was not there. Now you will believe. But let us go to him.’

16 Then Thomas, who was also called Didymus, spoke to the rest of the 
disciples. ‘Let us go also,’ he said. ‘Then we can die with Jesus.’

Jesus comforts the sisters of Lazarus
17 When Jesus arrived, he found out that Lazarus had already been in 

the tomb for four days. 18 Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem. 
19 Many Jews had come to Martha and Mary. They had come to comfort 
them because their brother was dead. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus 
was coming, she went out to meet him. But Mary stayed at home.

21 ‘Lord’, Martha said to Jesus, ‘I wish you had been here! Then my 
brother would not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give 
you anything you ask for.’

23 Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’
24 Martha answered, ‘I know he will rise again. This will happen when 

people are raised from the dead on the last day.’
25 Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who 

believes in me will live, even if they die. 26 And whoever lives by believing 
in me will never die. Do you believe this?’

27 ‘Yes, Lord,’ she replied. ‘I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God. I believe that you are the one who is supposed to come into the world.’

28 After she said this, she went back home. She called her sister Mary to 
one side to talk to her. ‘The Teacher is here,’ Martha said. ‘He is asking for 
you.’ 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Jesus 
had not yet entered the village. He was still at the place where Martha 
had met him. 31 Some Jews had been comforting Mary in the house. They 
noticed how quickly she got up and went out. So they followed her. They 
thought she was going to the tomb to mourn there.

32 Mary reached the place where Jesus was. When she saw him, she fell 
at his feet. She said, ‘Lord, I wish you had been here! Then my brother 
would not have died.’

33 Jesus saw her crying. He saw that the Jews who had come along with 
her were crying also. His spirit became very sad, and he was troubled. 
34 ‘Where have you put him?’ he asked.

‘Come and see, Lord,’ they replied.
35 Jesus wept.
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36 Then the Jews said, ‘See how much he loved him!’
37 But some of them said, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man. Couldn't 

he have kept this man from dying?’

Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead
38 Once more Jesus felt very sad. He came to the tomb. It was a cave 

with a stone in front of the entrance. 39 ‘Take away the stone,’ he said.
‘But, Lord,’ said Martha, the sister of the dead man, ‘by this time there 

is a bad smell. Lazarus has been in the tomb for four days.’
40 Then Jesus said, ‘Didn't I tell you that if you believe, you will see 

God's glory?’
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up. He said, ‘Father, 

I thank you for hearing me. 42 I know that you always hear me. But I said 
this for the benefit of the people standing here. I said it so they will believe 
that you sent me.’

43 Then Jesus called in a loud voice. He said, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44 The 
dead man came out. His hands and feet were wrapped with strips of linen. 
A cloth was around his face.

Jesus said to them, ‘Take off the clothes he was buried in and let him go.’

The plan to kill Jesus
45 Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary saw what Jesus did. 

So they believed in him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees. They 
told the Pharisees what Jesus had done. 47 Then the chief priests and the 
Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin.

‘What can we do?’ they asked. ‘This man is performing many signs. 
48 If we let him keep on doing this, everyone will believe in him. Then 
the Romans will come. They will take away our temple and our nation.’

49 One of the Jewish leaders spoke up. His name was Caiaphas. He was 
high priest at that time. He said, ‘You don't know anything at all! 50 You 
don't realise what is good for you. It is better if one man dies for the people 
than if the whole nation is destroyed.’

51 He did not say this on his own because he was high priest at that 
time. He prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation. 52 He also 
prophesied that Jesus would die for God's children scattered everywhere. 
He would die to bring them together and make them one. 53 So from that 
day on, the Jewish rulers planned to kill Jesus.

54 Jesus no longer moved around openly among the people of Judea. 
Instead, he went away to an area near the desert. He went to a village 
called Ephraim. There he stayed with his disciples.
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55 It was almost time for the Jewish Passover Feast. Many people went up 
from the country to Jerusalem. They went there for the special washing that 
would make them pure before the Passover Feast. 56 They kept looking for 
Jesus as they stood in the temple courtyard. They asked one another, ‘What 
do you think? Isn't he coming to the feast at all?’ 57 But the chief priests 
and the Pharisees had given orders. They had commanded anyone who 
found out where Jesus was staying to report it. Then they could arrest him.

Mary pours perfume on Jesus at Bethany

12 1 It was six days before the Passover Feast. Jesus came to Bethany, 
where Lazarus lived. Lazarus was the one Jesus had raised from the 

dead. 2 A dinner was given at Bethany to honour Jesus. Martha served the 
food. Lazarus was among the people at the table with Jesus. 3 Then Mary 
took about a pint of pure nard. It was an expensive perfume. She poured 
it on Jesus' feet and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with 
the sweet smell of the perfume.

4 But Judas Iscariot didn't like what Mary did. He was one of Jesus' 
disciples. Later he was going to hand Jesus over to his enemies. Judas said, 
5 ‘Why wasn't this perfume sold? Why wasn't the money given to poor 
people? It was worth a year's pay.’ 6 He didn't say this because he cared 
about the poor. He said it because he was a thief. Judas was in charge of 
the money bag. He used to help himself to what was in it.

7 ‘Leave her alone,’ Jesus replied. ‘The perfume was meant for the day 
I am buried. 8 You will always have the poor among you. But you won't 
always have me.’

9 Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there, so 
they came. But they did not come only because of Jesus. They also came 
to see Lazarus. After all, Jesus had raised him from the dead. 10 So the 
chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus too. 11 Because of Lazarus, many 
of the Jews were starting to follow Jesus. They were believing in him.

Jesus comes to Jerusalem as king
12 The next day the large crowd that had come for the feast heard that 

Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches from palm 
trees and went out to meet him. They shouted,
  ‘Hosanna!’
  ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!’
  ‘Blessed is the king of Israel!’
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14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it. This is just as it is written 
in Scripture. It says,
 15 ‘City of Zion, do not be afraid.
  See, your king is coming.
  He is sitting on a donkey's colt.’

16 At first, Jesus' disciples did not understand all this. They realised 
it only after he had received glory. Then they realised that these things 
had been written about him. They realised that these things had been 
done to him.

17 A crowd had been with Jesus when he called Lazarus from the tomb 
and raised him from the dead. So they continued to tell everyone about 
what had happened. 18 Many people went out to meet him. They had heard 
that he had done this sign. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, ‘This 
isn't getting us anywhere. Look how the whole world is following him!’

Jesus tells about his coming death
20 There were some Greeks among the people who went up to worship 

during the feast. 21 They came to ask Philip for a favour. Philip was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee. ‘Sir’, they said, ‘we would like to see Jesus.’ 22 Philip 
went to tell Andrew. Then Andrew and Philip told Jesus.

23 Jesus replied, ‘The time has come for the Son of Man to receive glory. 
24 What I'm about to tell you is true. Unless a grain of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies, it remains only one seed. But if it dies, it produces many 
seeds. 25 Anyone who loves their life will lose it. But anyone who hates 
their life in this world will keep it and have eternal life. 26 Anyone who 
serves me must follow me. And where I am, my servant will also be. My 
Father will honour the one who serves me.

27 ‘My soul is troubled. What should I say? “Father, keep me from having 
to go through with this”? No. This is the very reason I have come to this 
point in my life. 28 Father, bring glory to your name!’

Then a voice came from heaven. It said, ‘I have brought glory to my 
name. I will bring glory to it again.’ 29 The crowd there heard the voice. 
Some said it was thunder. Others said an angel had spoken to Jesus.

30 Jesus said, ‘This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31 Now it is 
time for the world to be judged. Now the prince of this world will be 
thrown out. 32 And I am going to be lifted up from the earth. When 
I am, I will bring all people to myself.’ 33 He said this to show them how 
he was going to die.

34 The crowd spoke up. ‘The Law tells us that the Messiah will remain 
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for ever,’ they said. ‘So how can you say, “The Son of Man must be lifted 
up”? Who is this “Son of Man”?’

35 Then Jesus told them, ‘You are going to have the light just a little 
while longer. Walk while you have the light. Do this before darkness 
catches up with you. Whoever walks in the dark does not know where 
they are going. 36 While you have the light, believe in it. Then you can 
become children of light.’ When Jesus had finished speaking, he left 
and hid from them.

Some Jews believe and some don't
37 Jesus had performed so many signs in front of them. But they still 

would not believe in him. 38 This happened as Isaiah the prophet had 
said it would. He had said,
  ‘Lord, who has believed what we've been saying?
  Who has seen the Lord's saving power?’

39 For this reason, they could not believe. As Isaiah says in another place,
 40 ‘The Lord has blinded their eyes.
  He has closed their minds.
  So they can't see with their eyes.
  They can't understand with their minds.
  They can't turn to the Lord. If they could, he would heal them.’
41 Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus' glory and spoke about him.

42 At the same time that Jesus did those signs, many of the Jewish 
leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees, they would not 
openly admit they believed. They were afraid they would be thrown 
out of the synagogue. 43 They loved praise from people more than praise 
from God.

44 Then Jesus cried out, ‘Whoever believes in me does not believe in 
me only. They also believe in the one who sent me. 45 The one who looks 
at me sees the one who sent me. 46 I have come into the world to be its 
light. So no-one who believes in me will stay in darkness.

47 ‘I don't judge a person who hears my words but does not obey them. 
I didn't come to judge the world. I came to save the world. 48 But there is 
a judge for anyone who does not accept me and my words. These words 
I have spoken will judge them on the last day. 49 I did not speak on my 
own. The Father who sent me commanded me to say all that I have said. 
50 I know that his command leads to eternal life. So everything I say is 
just what the Father has told me to say.’
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Jesus washes his disciples' feet

13 1 It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had 
come for him to leave this world. It was time for him to go to the 

Father. Jesus loved his disciples who were in the world. So he now loved 
them to the very end.

2 They were having their evening meal. The devil had already tempted 
Judas, son of Simon Iscariot. He had urged Judas to hand Jesus over to 
his enemies. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put everything under his 
power. He also knew he had come from God and was returning to God. 
4 So he got up from the meal and took off his outer clothes. He wrapped 
a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a large bowl. 
Then he began to wash his disciples' feet. He dried them with the towel 
that was wrapped around him.

6 He came to Simon Peter. ‘Lord’, Peter said to him, ‘are you going to 
wash my feet?’

7 Jesus replied, ‘You don't realise now what I am doing. But later you 
will understand.’

8 ‘No’, said Peter. ‘You will never wash my feet.’
Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you can't share life with me.’
9 ‘Lord’, Simon Peter replied, ‘not just my feet! Wash my hands and 

my head too!’
10 Jesus answered, ‘People who have had a bath need to wash only their 

feet. The rest of their body is clean. And you are clean. But not all of you 
are.’ 11 Jesus knew who was going to hand him over to his enemies. That 
was why he said not every one was clean.

12 When Jesus finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes. Then 
he returned to his place. ‘Do you understand what I have done for you?’ 
he asked them. 13 ‘You call me “Teacher” and “Lord”. You are right. That 
is what I am. 14 I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet. So you 
also should wash one another's feet. 15 I have given you an example. You 
should do as I have done for you. 16 What I'm about to tell you is true. A 
slave is not more important than his master. And a messenger is not more 
important than the one who sends him. 17 Now you know these things. 
So you will be blessed if you do them.

Jesus tells what Judas will do
18 ‘I am not talking about all of you. I know the ones I have chosen. But 

this will happen so that this passage of Scripture will come true. It says, 
“The one who shared my bread has turned against me.”

19 ‘I am telling you now, before it happens. When it does happen, you will 
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believe that I am who I am. 20 What I'm about to tell you is true. Anyone 
who accepts someone I send accepts me. And anyone who accepts me 
accepts the one who sent me.’

21 After he had said this, Jesus' spirit was troubled. He said, ‘What I'm 
about to tell you is true. One of you is going to hand me over to my 
enemies.’

22 His disciples stared at one another. They had no idea which one of them 
he meant. 23 The disciple Jesus loved was next to him at the table. 24 Simon 
Peter motioned to that disciple. He said, ‘Ask Jesus which one he means.’

25 The disciple was leaning back against Jesus. He asked him, ‘Lord, 
who is it?’

26 Jesus answered, ‘It is the one I will give this piece of bread to. I will 
give it to him after I have dipped it in the dish.’ He dipped the piece of 
bread. Then he gave it to Judas, son of Simon Iscariot. 27 As soon as Judas 
took the bread, Satan entered into him.

So Jesus told him, ‘Do quickly what you are going to do.’ 28 But no-one 
at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. 29 Judas was in charge 
of the money. So some of the disciples thought Jesus was telling him to 
buy what was needed for the feast. Others thought Jesus was talking about 
giving something to poor people. 30 As soon as Judas had taken the bread, 
he went out. And it was night.

Peter will say he does not know Jesus
31 After Judas was gone, Jesus spoke. He said, ‘Now the Son of Man 

receives glory. And he brings glory to God. 32 If the Son brings glory to 
God, God himself will bring glory to the Son. God will do it at once.

33 ‘My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look 
for me. Just as I told the Jews, so I am telling you now. You can't come 
where I am going.

34 ‘I give you a new command. Love one another. You must love one 
another, just as I have loved you. 35 If you love one another, everyone will 
know you are my disciples.’

36 Simon Peter asked him, ‘Lord, where are you going?’
Jesus replied, ‘Where I am going you can't follow now. But you will 

follow me later.’
37 ‘Lord’, Peter asked, ‘why can't I follow you now? I will give my life 

for you.’
38 Then Jesus answered, ‘Will you really give your life for me? What 

I'm about to tell you is true. Before the cockerel crows, you will say three 
times that you don't know me!
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Jesus comforts his disciples

14 1 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God. Believe in 
me also. 2 There are many rooms in my Father's house. If this were 

not true, would I have told you that I am going there? Would I have told 
you that I would prepare a place for you there? 3 If I go and do that, I will 
come back. And I will take you to be with me. Then you will also be where 
I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.’

Jesus is the way to the Father
5 Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we don't know where you are going. So 

how can we know the way?’
6 Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes 

to the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know 
my Father also. From now on, you do know him. And you have seen him.’

8 Philip said, ‘Lord, show us the Father. That will be enough for us.’
9 Jesus answered, ‘Don't you know me, Philip? I have been among you 

such a long time! Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. So how 
can you say, “Show us the Father”? 10 Don't you believe that I am in the 
Father? Don't you believe that the Father is in me? The words I say to you 
I do not speak on my own authority. The Father lives in me. He is the one 
who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say I am in the Father. Also 
believe that the Father is in me. Or at least believe what the works I have 
been doing say about me. 12 What I'm about to tell you is true. Anyone 
who believes in me will do the works I have been doing. In fact, they will 
do even greater things. That's because I am going to the Father. 13 And 
I will do anything you ask in my name. Then the Father will receive glory 
from the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name. I will do it.

Jesus promises that the Holy Spirit will come
15 ‘If you love me, obey my commands. 16 I will ask the Father. And he 

will give you another friend to help you and to be with you for ever. 17 That 
friend is the Spirit of truth. The world can't accept him. That's because 
the world does not see him or know him. But you know him. He lives 
with you, and he will be in you. 18 I will not leave you like children who 
don't have parents. I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not 
see me any more. But you will see me. Because I live, you will live also. 
20 On that day you will realise that I am in my Father. You will know that 
you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Anyone who has my commands and 
obeys them loves me. My Father will love the one who loves me. I too 
will love them. And I will show myself to them.’
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22 Then Judas spoke. ‘Lord’, he said, ‘why do you plan to show yourself 
only to us? Why not also to the world?’ The Judas who spoke those words 
was not Judas Iscariot.

23 Jesus replied, ‘Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father 
will love them. We will come to them and make our home with them. 
24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. The words 
you hear me say are not my own. They belong to the Father who sent me.

25 ‘I have spoken all these things while I am still with you. 26 But the 
Father will send the Friend in my name to help you. The Friend is the 
Holy Spirit. He will teach you all things. He will remind you of everything 
I have said to you. 27 I leave my peace with you. I give my peace to you. I do 
not give it to you as the world does. Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
And do not be afraid.

28 ‘You heard me say, “I am going away. And I am coming back to you.” 
If you loved me, you would be glad I am going to the Father. The Father 
is greater than I am. 29 I have told you now before it happens. Then when 
it does happen, you will believe. 30 I will not say much more to you. The 
prince of this world is coming. He has no power over me. 31 But he comes 
so that the world may learn that I love the Father. They must also learn 
that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me to do.

‘Come now. Let us leave.

The vine and the branches

15 1 ‘I am the true vine. My Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every 
branch joined to me that does not bear fruit. He trims every branch 

that does bear fruit. Then it will bear even more fruit. 3 You are already 
clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain joined to me, 
just as I also remain joined to you. No branch can bear fruit by itself. 
It must remain joined to the vine. In the same way, you can't bear fruit 
unless you remain joined to me.

5 ‘I am the vine. You are the branches. If you remain joined to me, and 
I to you, you will bear a lot of fruit. You can't do anything without me. 6 If 
you don't remain joined to me, you are like a branch that is thrown away 
and dries up. Branches like those are picked up. They are thrown into the 
fire and burned. 7 If you remain joined to me and my words remain in you, 
ask for anything you wish. And it will be done for you. 8 When you bear a 
lot of fruit, it brings glory to my Father. It shows that you are my disciples.

9 ‘Just as the Father has loved me, I have loved you. Now remain in my 
love. 10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love. In the same 
way, I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 11 I have 
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told you this so that you will have the same joy that I have. I also want your 
joy to be complete. 12 Here is my command. Love one another, just as I have 
loved you. 13 No-one has greater love than the one who gives their life for 
their friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I do not call 
you slaves any more. Slaves do not know their master's business. Instead, 
I have called you friends. I have told you everything I learned from my 
Father. 16 You did not choose me. Instead, I chose you. I appointed you so 
that you might go and bear fruit that will last. I also appointed you so that 
the Father will give you what you ask for. He will give you whatever you 
ask for in my name. 17 Here is my command. Love one another.

The world hates the disciples
18 ‘My disciples, does the world hate you? Remember that it hated me 

first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you like one of its own. 
But you do not belong to the world. I have chosen you out of the world. 
That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember what I told you. I said, “A 
slave is not more important than his master.” If people hated me and tried 
to hurt me, they will do the same to you. If they obeyed my teaching, they 
will obey yours also. 21 They will treat you like that because of my name. 
They do not know the one who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken 
to them, they would not be guilty of sin. But now they have no excuse for 
their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my Father also. 24 I did works among 
them that no-one else did. If I hadn't, they would not be guilty of sin. 
But now they have seen those works. And still they have hated both me 
and my Father. 25 This has happened so that what is written in their Law 
would come true. It says, “They hated me without any reason.”

The work of the Holy Spirit
26 ‘I will send the Friend to you from the Father. He is the Spirit of truth, 

who comes out from the Father. When the Friend comes to help you, he 
will be a witness about me. 27 You must also be witnesses about me. That's 
because you have been with me from the beginning.

16 1 ‘I have told you all this so that you will not turn away from the truth. 
2 You will be thrown out of the synagogue. In fact, the time is coming 

when someone may kill you. And they will think they are doing God a 
favour. 3 They will do things like that because they do not know the Father 
or me. 4 Why have I told you this? So that when their time comes, you will 
remember that I warned you about them. I didn't tell you this from the 
beginning because I was with you. 5 But now I am going to the one who 
sent me. None of you asks me, “Where are you going?” 6 Instead, you are 
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filled with sadness because I have said these things. 7 But what I'm about 
to tell you is true. It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go 
away, the Friend will not come to help you. But if I go, I will send him to 
you. 8 When he comes, he will prove that the world's people are guilty. 
He will prove their guilt concerning sin and godliness and judgment. 
9 The world is guilty as far as sin is concerned. That's because people do 
not believe in me. 10 The world is guilty as far as godliness is concerned. 
That's because I am going to the Father, where you can't see me any more. 
11 The world is guilty as far as judgment is concerned. That's because the 
devil, the prince of this world, has already been judged.

12 ‘I have much more to say to you. It is more than you can handle 
right now. 13 But when the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into 
all the truth. He will not speak on his own. He will speak only what he 
hears. And he will tell you what is still going to happen. 14 He will bring 
me glory. That's because what he receives from me he will show to you. 
15 Everything that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said what 
the Holy Spirit receives from me he will show to you.’

The disciples' sadness will turn into joy
16 Jesus continued, ‘In a little while, you will no longer see me. Then 

after a little while, you will see me.’
17 After they heard this, some of his disciples spoke to one another. 

They said, ‘What does he mean by saying, “In a little while, you will no 
longer see me. Then after a little while, you will see me”? And what does 
he mean by saying, “I am going to the Father”?’ 18 They kept asking, ‘What 
does he mean by “a little while”? We don't understand what he is saying.’

19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about these things. So he said to 
them, ‘Are you asking one another what I meant? Didn't you understand 
when I said, “In a little while, you will no longer see me. Then after a 
little while, you will see me”? 20 What I'm about to tell you is true. You 
will weep and mourn while the world is full of joy. You will be sad, but 
your sadness will turn into joy. 21 A woman giving birth to a baby has 
pain. That's because her time to give birth has come. But when her baby 
is born, she forgets the pain. She forgets because she is so happy that a 
baby has been born into the world. 22 That's the way it is with you. Now 
it's your time to be sad. But I will see you again. Then you will be full of 
joy. And no-one will take away your joy. 23 When that day comes, you 
will no longer ask me for anything. What I'm about to tell you is true. 
My Father will give you anything you ask for in my name. 24 Until now 
you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask, and you will receive 
what you ask for. Then your joy will be complete.
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25 ‘I have not been speaking to you plainly. But a time is coming when 
I will speak clearly. Then I will tell you plainly about my Father. 26 When 
that day comes, you will ask for things in my name. I am not saying I will 
ask the Father instead of you asking him. 27 No, the Father himself loves you 
because you have loved me. He also loves you because you have believed 
that I came from God. 28 I came from the Father and entered the world. 
Now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.’

29 Then Jesus' disciples said, ‘Now you are speaking plainly. You are 
using examples that are clear. 30 Now we can see that you know everything. 
You don't even need anyone to ask you questions. This makes us believe 
that you came from God.’

31 ‘Do you believe now?’ Jesus replied. 32 ‘A time is coming when you will 
be scattered and go to your own homes. In fact, that time is already here. 
You will leave me all alone. But I am not really alone. My Father is with me.

33 ‘I have told you these things, so that you can have peace because of 
me. In this world you will have trouble. But be encouraged! I have won 
the battle over the world.’

Jesus prays for himself

17 1 After Jesus said this, he looked towards heaven and prayed. He said,
‘Father, the time has come. Bring glory to your Son. Then your 

Son will bring glory to you. 2 You gave him authority over all people. 
He gives eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 And what is 
eternal life? It is knowing you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on earth. I have 
finished the work you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, give glory to 
me in heaven where your throne is. Give me the glory I had with 
you before the world began.

Jesus prays for his disciples
6 ‘I have shown you to the disciples you gave me out of the world. 

They were yours. You gave them to me. And they have obeyed your 
word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes 
from you. 8 I gave them the words you gave me. And they accepted 
them. They knew for certain that I came from you. They believed 
that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world. 
I am praying for those you have given me, because they are yours. 
10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. Glory has come to me 
because of my disciples. 11 I will not remain in the world any longer. 
But they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
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keep them safe by the power of your name. It is the name you gave me. 
Keep them safe so they can be one, just as you and I are one. 12 While 
I was with them, I guarded them. I kept them safe through the name 
you gave me. None of them has been lost, except the one who was 
headed for ruin. It happened so that Scripture would come true.

13 ‘I am coming to you now. But I say these things while I am still 
in the world. I say them so that those you gave me can have the same 
joy that I have. 14 I have given them your word. The world has hated 
them. That's because they are not part of the world any more than 
I am. 15 I do not pray that you will take them out of the world. I pray 
that you will keep them safe from the evil one. 16 They do not belong 
to the world, just as I do not belong to it. 17 Use the truth to make 
them holy. Your word is truth. 18 You sent me into the world. In the 
same way, I have sent them into the world. 19 I make myself holy for 
them so that they too can be made holy by the truth.

Jesus prays for all believers
20 ‘I do not pray only for them. I pray also for everyone who will 

believe in me because of their message. 21 Father, I pray they will be 
one, just as you are in me and I am in you. I want them also to be in 
us. Then the world will believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given 
them the glory you gave me. I did this so they would be one, just as 
we are one. 23 I will be in them, just as you are in me. This is so that 
they may be brought together perfectly as one. Then the world will 
know that you sent me. It will also show the world that you have 
loved those you gave me, just as you have loved me.

24 ‘Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where 
I am. I want them to see my glory, the glory you have given me. You 
gave it to me because you loved me before the world was created.

25 ‘Father, you are holy. The world does not know you, but I know 
you. Those you have given me know you have sent me. 26 I have 
shown you to them. And I will continue to show you to them. Then 
the love you have for me will be in them. I myself will be in them.’

Jesus is arrested

18 1 When Jesus had finished praying, he left with his disciples. They 
crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was a garden. 

Jesus and his disciples went into it.
2 Judas knew the place. He was going to hand Jesus over to his enemies. 

Jesus had often met in that place with his disciples. 3 So Judas came to the 
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garden. He was guiding a group of soldiers and some officials. The chief 
priests and the Pharisees had sent them. They were carrying torches, 
lanterns and weapons.

4 Jesus knew everything that was going to happen to him. So he went 
out and asked them, ‘Who do you want?’

5 ‘Jesus of Nazareth,’ they replied.
‘I am he,’ Jesus said. Judas, who was going to hand Jesus over, was 

standing there with them. 6 When Jesus said, ‘I am he,’ they moved back. 
Then they fell to the ground.

7 He asked them again, ‘Who do you want?’
‘Jesus of Nazareth,’ they said.
8 Jesus answered, ‘I told you I am he. If you are looking for me, then 

let these men go.’ 9 This happened so that the words Jesus had spoken 
would come true. He had said, ‘I have not lost anyone God has given me.’

10 Simon Peter had a sword and pulled it out. He struck the high priest's 
slave and cut off his right ear. The slave's name was Malchus.

11 Jesus commanded Peter, ‘Put your sword away! Shouldn't I drink the 
cup of suffering the Father has given me?’

12 Then the group of soldiers, their commander and the Jewish officials 
arrested Jesus. They tied him up 13 and brought him first to Annas. He 
was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest at that time. 14 Caiaphas 
had advised the Jewish leaders that it would be good if one man died 
for the people.

Peter says he is not Jesus' disciple
15 Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. The high 

priest knew the other disciple. So that disciple went with Jesus into the 
high priest's courtyard. 16 But Peter had to wait outside by the door. The 
other disciple came back. He was the one the high priest knew. He spoke 
to the servant woman who was on duty there. Then he brought Peter in.

17 She asked Peter, ‘You aren't one of Jesus' disciples too, are you?’
‘I am not,’ he replied.
18 It was cold. The slaves and officials stood around a fire. They had made 

it to keep warm. Peter was also standing with them. He was warming himself.

The high priest questions Jesus
19 Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus. He asked him about 

his disciples and his teaching.
20 ‘I have spoken openly to the world,’ Jesus replied. ‘I always taught in 

synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I didn't 
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say anything in secret. 21 Why question me? Ask the people who heard 
me. They certainly know what I said.’

22 When Jesus said that, one of the officials nearby slapped him in the 
face. ‘Is this any way to answer the high priest?’ he asked.

23 ‘Have I said something wrong?’ Jesus replied. ‘If I have, then tell 
everyone what it was. But if I spoke the truth, why did you hit me?’ 
24 Annas sent him, tied up, to Caiaphas, the high priest.

Peter again says he is not Jesus' disciple
25 Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself by 

the fire. So they asked him, ‘You aren't one of Jesus' disciples too, are you?’
He said, ‘I am not.’
26 One of the high priest's slaves was a relative of the man whose ear Peter 

had cut off. He said to Peter, ‘Didn't I see you with Jesus in the garden?’ 
27 Again Peter said no. At that exact moment a cockerel began to crow.

Jesus is brought to Pilate
28 Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the 

Roman governor. By now it was early morning. The Jewish leaders did 
not want to be made ‘unclean’. They wanted to be able to eat the Passover 
meal. So they did not enter the palace. 29 Pilate came out to them. He 
asked, ‘What charges are you bringing against this man?’

30 ‘He has committed crimes,’ they replied. ‘If he hadn't, we would not 
have handed him over to you.’

31 Pilate said, ‘Take him yourselves. Judge him by your own law.’
‘But we don't have the right to put anyone to death,’ they complained. 

32 This happened so that what Jesus said about how he was going to die 
would come true.

33 Then Pilate went back inside the palace. He ordered Jesus to be 
brought to him. Pilate asked him, ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’

34 ‘Is that your own idea?’ Jesus asked. ‘Or did others talk to you about me?’
35 ‘Am I a Jew?’ Pilate replied. ‘Your own people and chief priests handed 

you over to me. What have you done?’
36 Jesus said, ‘My kingdom is not from this world. If it were, those who 

serve me would fight. They would try to keep the Jewish leaders from 
arresting me. My kingdom is from another place.’

37 ‘So you are a king, then!’ said Pilate.
Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. In fact, that's the reason I was 

born. I was born and came into the world to be a witness to the truth. 
Everyone who is on the side of truth listens to me.’

38 ‘What is truth?’ Pilate replied. Then Pilate went out again to the Jews 
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gathered there. He said, ‘I find no basis for any charge against him. 39 But 
you have a practice at Passover time. At that time, you ask me to set one 
prisoner free for you. Do you want me to set “the king of the Jews” free?’

40 They shouted back, ‘No! Not him! Give us Barabbas!’ Barabbas had 
taken part in an armed struggle against the country's rulers.

Jesus is sentenced to be crucified

19 1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him whipped. 2 The soldiers twisted 
thorns together to make a crown. They put it on Jesus' head. Then 

they put a purple robe on him. 3 They went up to him again and again. 
They kept saying, ‘We honour you, king of the Jews!’ And they slapped 
him in the face.

4 Once more Pilate came out. He said to the Jews gathered there, ‘Look, 
I am bringing Jesus out to you. I want to let you know that I find no basis 
for a charge against him.’ 5 Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns 
and the purple robe. Then Pilate said to them, ‘Here is the man!’

6 As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, 
‘Crucify him! Crucify him!’

But Pilate answered, ‘You take him and crucify him. I myself find no 
basis for a charge against him.’

7 The Jewish leaders replied, ‘We have a law. That law says he must die. 
He claimed to be the Son of God.’

8 When Pilate heard that, he was even more afraid. 9 He went back 
inside the palace. ‘Where do you come from?’ he asked Jesus. But Jesus 
did not answer him. 10 ‘Do you refuse to speak to me?’ Pilate said. ‘Don't 
you understand? I have the power to set you free or to nail you to a cross.’

11 Jesus answered, ‘You were given power from heaven. If you weren't, 
you would have no power over me. So the one who handed me over to 
you is guilty of a greater sin.’

12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free. But the Jewish leaders 
kept shouting, ‘If you let this man go, you are not Caesar's friend! Anyone 
who claims to be a king is against Caesar!’

13 When Pilate heard that, he brought Jesus out. Pilate sat down on the 
judge's seat. It was at a place called the Stone Walkway. In the Aramaic 
language it was called Gabbatha. 14 It was about noon on Preparation 
Day in Passover Week.

‘Here is your king,’ Pilate said to the Jews.
15 But they shouted, ‘Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!’
‘Should I crucify your king?’ Pilate asked.
‘We have no king but Caesar,’ the chief priests answered.
16 Finally, Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be nailed to a cross.
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Jesus is nailed to a cross
So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 He had to carry his own cross. He 

went out to a place called the Skull. In the Aramaic language it was called 
Golgotha. 18 There they nailed Jesus to the cross. Two other men were 
crucified with him. One was on each side of him. Jesus was in the middle.

19 Pilate had a notice prepared. It was fastened to the cross. It read,
jesus of nazareth, the king of the jews.

20 Many of the Jews read the sign. That's because the place where Jesus 
was crucified was near the city. And the sign was written in the Aramaic, 
Latin and Greek languages. 21 The chief priests of the Jews argued with 
Pilate. They said, ‘Do not write “The King of the Jews.” Write that this 
man claimed to be king of the Jews.’

22 Pilate answered, ‘I have written what I have written.’
23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes. They divided 

them into four parts. Each soldier got one part. All that was left was Jesus' 
long, inner robe. It did not have any seams. It was made out of one piece 
of cloth from top to bottom.

24 ‘Let's not tear it,’ they said to one another. ‘Let's cast lots to see who 
will get it.’

This happened so that Scripture would come true. It says,
  ‘They divided up my clothes among them.
  They cast lots for what I was wearing.’
So that is what the soldiers did.

25 Jesus' mother stood near his cross. So did his mother's sister, Mary 
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 Jesus saw his mother there. He 
also saw the disciple he loved standing nearby. Jesus said to his mother, 
‘Dear woman, here is your son.’ 27 He said to the disciple, ‘Here is your 
mother.’ From that time on, the disciple took her into his home.

Jesus dies
28 Later, Jesus knew that everything had now been finished. He also knew 

that what Scripture said must come true. So he said, ‘I am thirsty.’ 29 A jar of 
wine vinegar was there. So they soaked a sponge in it. They put the sponge 
on the stem of a hyssop plant. Then they lifted it up to Jesus' lips. 30 After 
Jesus drank he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then he bowed his head and died.

31 It was Preparation Day. The next day would be a special Sabbath day. 
The Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the 
Sabbath day. So they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies 
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taken down. 32 The soldiers came and broke the legs of the first man who 
had been crucified with Jesus. Then they broke the legs of the other man. 
33 But when they came to Jesus, they saw that he was already dead. So they 
did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers stuck his spear into 
Jesus' side. Right away, blood and water flowed out. 35 The man who saw 
it has been a witness about it. And what he has said is true. He knows that 
he tells the truth. He is a witness so that you also may believe. 36 These 
things happened in order that Scripture would come true. It says, ‘Not 
one of his bones will be broken.’ 37 Scripture also says, ‘They will look to 
the one they have pierced.’

Jesus is buried
38 Later Joseph asked Pilate for Jesus' body. Joseph was from the 

town of Arimathea. He was a follower of Jesus. But he followed Jesus 
secretly because he was afraid of the Jewish leaders. After Pilate gave 
him permission, Joseph came and took the body away. 39 Nicodemus 
went with Joseph. He was the man who had earlier visited Jesus at night. 
Nicodemus brought some mixed spices that weighed about 75 pounds. 
40 The two men took Jesus' body. They wrapped it in strips of linen cloth, 
along with the spices. That was the way the Jews buried people. 41 At the 
place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden. A new tomb was 
there. No-one had ever been put in it before. 42 That day was the Jewish 
Preparation Day, and the tomb was nearby. So they placed Jesus there.

The tomb is empty

20 1 Early on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene went to the 
tomb. It was still dark. She saw that the stone had been moved away 

from the entrance. 2 So she ran to Simon Peter and another disciple, the 
one Jesus loved. She said, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb! We 
don't know where they have put him!’

3 So Peter and the other disciple started out for the tomb. 4 Both of them 
were running. The other disciple ran faster than Peter. He reached the 
tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there. 
But he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him. He went 
straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there. 7 He also saw 
the funeral cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus' head. The cloth 
was still lying in its place. It was separate from the linen. 8 The disciple 
who had reached the tomb first also went inside. He saw and believed. 
9 They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from 
the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.
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Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene
11 But Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she cried, she bent over 

to look into the tomb. 12 She saw two angels dressed in white. They were 
seated where Jesus' body had been. One of them was where Jesus' head 
had been laid. The other sat where his feet had been placed.

13 They asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying?’
‘They have taken my Lord away,’ she said. ‘I don't know where they 

have put him.’ 14 Then she turned round and saw Jesus standing there. 
But she didn't realise that it was Jesus.

15 He asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?’
She thought he was the gardener. So she said, ‘Sir, did you carry him 

away? Tell me where you put him. Then I will go and get him.’
16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary’.
She turned towards him. Then she cried out in the Aramaic language, 

‘Rabboni!’ Rabboni means Teacher.
17 Jesus said, ‘Do not hold on to me. I have not yet ascended to the Father. 

Instead, go to those who believe in me. Tell them, “I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’

18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news. She said, 
‘I have seen the Lord!’ And she told them that he had said these things 
to her.

Jesus appears to his disciples
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together. 

They had locked the doors because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. 
Jesus came in and stood among them. He said, ‘May peace be with you!’ 
20 Then he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were very 
happy when they saw the Lord.

21 Again Jesus said, ‘May peace be with you! The Father has sent me. 
So now I am sending you.’ 22 He then breathed on them. He said, ‘Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone's sins, their sins are forgiven. If 
you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.’

Jesus appears to Thomas
24 Thomas was one of the 12 disciples. He was also called Didymus. 

He was not with the other disciples when Jesus came. 25 So they told him, 
‘We have seen the Lord!’

But he said to them, ‘First I must see the nail marks in his hands. I must 
put my finger where the nails were. I must put my hand into his side. 
Only then will I believe.’
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26 A week later, Jesus' disciples were in the house again. Thomas was 
with them. Even though the doors were locked, Jesus came in and stood 
among them. He said, ‘May peace be with you!’ 27 Then he said to Thomas, 
‘Put your finger here. See my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into 
my side. Stop doubting and believe.’

28 Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’
29 Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have believed. 

Blessed are those who have not seen me but still have believed.’

The purpose of John's Gospel
30 Jesus performed many other signs in front of his disciples. They are 

not written down in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. If you believe this, you 
will have life because you belong to him.

Jesus and the miracle of many fish

21 1 After this, Jesus appeared to his disciples again. It was by the Sea of 
Galilee. Here is what happened. 2 Simon Peter and Thomas, who was 

also called Didymus, were there together. Nathanael from Cana in Galilee 
and the sons of Zebedee were with them. So were two other disciples. 3 ‘I'm 
going out to fish,’ Simon Peter told them. They said, ‘We'll go with you.’ So 
they went out and got into the boat. That night they didn't catch anything.

4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore. But the disciples did 
not realise that it was Jesus.

5 He called out to them, ‘Friends, don't you have any fish?’
‘No’, they answered.
6 He said, ‘Throw your net on the right side of the boat. There you will 

find some fish.’ When they did, they could not pull the net into the boat. 
There were too many fish in it.

7 Then the disciple Jesus loved said to Simon Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ As 
soon as Peter heard that, he put his coat on. He had taken it off earlier. 
Then he jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat. 
They were towing the net full of fish. The shore was only about 100 yards 
away. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals. There were 
fish on it. There was also some bread.

10 Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish you have just caught.’ 11 So 
Simon Peter climbed back into the boat. He dragged the net to shore. It 
was full of large fish. There were 153 of them. But even with that many 
fish the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ 
None of the disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ They knew it was 
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the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them. He did the 
same thing with the fish. 14 This was the third time Jesus appeared to his 
disciples after he was raised from the dead.

Jesus gives Peter his task
15 When Jesus and the disciples had finished eating, Jesus spoke to 

Simon Peter. He asked, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love me more than 
these others do?’

‘Yes, Lord,’ he answered. ‘You know that I love you.’
Jesus said, ‘Feed my lambs.’
16 Again Jesus asked, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love me?’
He answered, ‘Yes, Lord. You know that I love you.’
Jesus said, ‘Take care of my sheep.’
17 Jesus spoke to him a third time. He asked, ‘Simon, son of John, do 

you love me?’
Peter felt bad because Jesus asked him the third time, ‘Do you love 

me?’ He answered, ‘Lord, you know all things. You know that I love you.’
Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep. 18 What I'm about to tell you is true. When 

you were younger, you dressed yourself. You went wherever you wanted 
to go. But when you are old, you will stretch out your hands. Someone 
else will dress you. Someone else will lead you where you do not want to 
go.’ 19 Jesus said this to point out how Peter would die. His death would 
bring glory to God. Then Jesus said to him, ‘Follow me!’

20 Peter turned round. He saw that the disciple Jesus loved was following 
them. He was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper. 
He had said, ‘Lord, who is going to hand you over to your enemies?’ 
21 When Peter saw that disciple, he asked, ‘Lord, what will happen to him?’

22 Jesus answered, ‘Suppose I want him to remain alive until I return. 
What does that matter to you? You must follow me.’ 23 Because of what 
Jesus said, a false report spread among the believers. The story was told 
that the disciple Jesus loved wouldn't die. But Jesus did not say he would 
not die. He only said, ‘Suppose I want him to remain alive until I return. 
What does that matter to you?’

24 This is the disciple who is a witness about these things. He also wrote 
them down. We know that what he says is true.

25 Jesus also did many other things. What if every one of them were 
written down? I suppose that even the whole world would not have room 
for the books that would be written.
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ONE MONTH  
READING PLAN

Day 1  John 1:1-28
Day 2  John 1:29-51
Day 3  John 2:1-25
Day 4  John 3:1-21
Day 5  John 3:22-36
Day 6  John 4:1-26
Day 7  John 4:27-54
Day 8  John 5:1-30
Day 9  John 5:31-6:14
Day 10  John 6:15-50
Day 11  John 6:60-7:9
Day 12  John 7:10-44
Day 13  John 7:45-8:20
Day 14  John 8:21-47
Day 15  John 8:48-9:12
Day 16  John 9:13-41

Day 17  John 10:1-21
Day 18  John 10:22-11:16
Day 19  John 11:17-44
Day 20  John 11:45-12:19
Day 21  John 12:20-50
Day 22  John 13:1-30
Day 23  John 13:31-14:18
Day 24  John 14:19-15:17
Day 25  John 15:18-16:24
Day 26  John 16:25-17:19
Day 27  John 17:20-18:11
Day 28  John 18:12-40
Day 29  John 19:1-30
Day 30  John 19:31-20:18
Day 31  John 20:19-21:25
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