
   INVITATION TO
   MATTHEW

The book known as Matthew is an account of the life and teaching of Jesus. While 
[YHKP[PVU�ZH`Z�[OL�KPZJPWSL�4H[[OL^�^YV[L�P[��[OL�H\[OVY�UL]LY�PKLU[PÄLZ�OPTZLSM��)\[�
OL�TH`�IL�NP]PUN�\Z�H�JS\L�[V�OPZ�PKLU[P[`�^OLU�OL�PUJS\KLZ��H[�H�Z[YH[LNPJ�WSHJL�PU�
the book, a saying of Jesus that isn’t recorded anywhere else: every teacher of the law 
who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who 
brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old. This clue, and the character 
VM�[OL�IVVR�P[ZLSM��Z\NNLZ[�[OH[�[OL�H\[OVY�^HZ�HJ[\HSS`�ZVTLVUL�OPNOS`�[YHPULK�PU�[OL�
Hebrew Scriptures, rather than a tax collector like Matthew. 
� 0[»Z�OHYK�[V�[LSS�L_HJ[S`�^OLYL�HUK�^OLU�[OPZ�IVVR�^HZ�^YP[[LU��)\[�T\JO�VM�^OH[�
P[�ZH`Z�JHU�IL�ILZ[�\UKLYZ[VVK�I`�[OVZL�^OV�HYL�MHTPSPHY�^P[O�0ZYHLS»Z�:JYPW[\YLZ��ZV�^L�
JHU�IL�YLHZVUHIS`�Z\YL�P[�^HZ�^YP[[LU�^P[OPU�H�JVTT\UP[`�VM�1L^Z�^OV�ILSPL]LK�PU�
1LZ\Z�HZ�[OLPY�4LZZPHO��0[Z�H\[OVY�^HZ�TVZ[�SPRLS �̀�PU�V[OLY�^VYKZ��H�teacher of the law 
who had been instructed about the kingdom of heaven that Jesus was now establishing 
VU�LHY[O��/L�^YV[L�[V�[LSS�OPZ�MLSSV^�1L^Z�OV^�1LZ\Z��[OL�WYVTPZLK�RPUN��^HZ�JYLH[PUN�
H�UL^�JVTT\UP[`�I`�IYPUNPUN�[OL�HUJPLU[�1L^PZO�Z[VY`�[V�P[Z�JSPTH_��;OPZ�IVVR�\ZLZ�H�
JVTIPUH[PVU�VM�SP[LYHY`�MVYTZ��HU�HUJLZ[VY�SPZ["�HJ[PVU�ZLX\LUJLZ"�JVSSLJ[LK�[LHJOPUNZ��
[V�ZOV^�[OH[�.VK�PZ�M\SÄSSPUN�OPZ�HUJPLU[�WYVTPZLZ�[V�0ZYHLS�[OYV\NO�[OL�SPML�HUK�TPUPZ[Y`�
of Jesus of Nazareth.
� ;V�WVY[YH`� 1LZ\Z�HZ� [OL�J\STPUH[PVU�VM� [OL�^VYR�.VK�ILNHU� [OYV\NO� 0ZYHLS�� [OL�
author starts the book with a list of Jesus’ ancestors. The list highlights how Jesus was 
the son� �KLZJLUKHU[��of David�� 0ZYHLS»Z�TVZ[� MHTV\Z�RPUN��HUK�[OL�son of Abraham, 
Israel’s founding patriarch. In other words, Jesus is the true Israelite and the long-
H^HP[LK�4LZZPHO��;OL�SPZ[� PZ�HYYHUNLK�[V�ZOV^�1LZ\Z�JVTPUN�H[� [OL�ILNPUUPUN�VM� [OL�
ZL]LU[O�NYV\W�VM�ZL]LU�NLULYH[PVUZ�ZPUJL�(IYHOHT��;OL�ZL]LU[O�ZL]LU�^HZ�� MVY� [OL�
1L^Z��H�[PTL�VM�ZWLJPHS�JLSLIYH[PVU��ZV�[OL�TLZZHNL�PZ�[OH[�1LZ\Z�JHTL�[V�IYPUN�H�ZWLJPHS�
[PTL�VM�.VK»Z�ISLZZPUN�[V�[OL�^VYSK�
 After this opening ancestor list, the author tells the story of Jesus’ life. He draws 
ZL]LYHS�WHYHSSLSZ�H[�[OL�ILNPUUPUN�VM�[OL�Z[VY`�IL[^LLU�1LZ\Z�HUK�4VZLZ��-VY�L_HTWSL��
SPRL�4VZLZ�� 1LZ\Z�UHYYV^S`�LZJHWLZ�KLH[O�^OLU�H� Y\SLY�H[[LTW[Z� [V�RPSS�HSS�/LIYL^�
baby boys. Just as Moses spent forty years in the desert, Jesus spends forty days in the 
KLZLY[�ILMVYL�ILNPUUPUN�OPZ�TPUPZ[Y �̀�(Z�[OLZL�WHYHSSLSZ�KL]LSVW��[OL`�ZOV^�[OH[�Q\Z[�HZ�
4VZLZ�^HZ�[OL�MV\UKLY�VM�[OL�VYPNPUHS�UH[PVU�VM�0ZYHLS��1LZ\Z�JHTL�HZ�[OL�MV\UKLY�VM�H�
renewed Israel.   
� 1LZ\Z� HSZV� LTIVKPLZ� [OPZ� YLUL^LK� 0ZYHLS� OPTZLSM�� /PZ� L_WLYPLUJL� LJOVLZ� [OL�
[OLTLZ� VM� 0ZYHLS»Z� L_WLYPLUJL� \UKLY�4VZLZ�� )\[�^OLYL� 0ZYHLS� MHPSLK� [V� MVSSV^�.VK��
1LZ\Z�VIL`Z��:VVU�HM[LY�.VK� YLZJ\LK� 0ZYHLS� MYVT�ZSH]LY`� PU�,N`W[�HUK� MVYTLK� [OLT�
PU[V�H�UH[PVU��[^V�RL`�L]LU[Z�OHWWLULK��9PNO[�HM[LY�H�JV]LUHU[�THRPUN�JLYLTVU`�PU�
[OL�KLZLY[��[OL�WLVWSL�MLSS�[V�[OL�[LTW[H[PVU�VM�^VYZOPWWPUN�V[OLY�NVKZ��3H[LY��0ZYHLS�
crossed the Jordan River and followed their leader Joshua into the land God had 
WYVTPZLK� [OLT��;OL� IVVR� VM�4H[[OL^� ZOV^Z� OV^� [^V� JVYYLZWVUKPUN� L]LU[Z� [VVR�
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WSHJL�H[�[OL�ILNPUUPUN�VM�1LZ\Z»�V^U�TPUPZ[Y �̀�1LZ\Z�NVLZ�KV^U�[V�[OL�1VYKHU�9P]LY�HUK�
PZ�IHW[PaLK��PU�H�JLYLTVU`�[OH[�KLTVUZ[YH[LZ�OPZ�SV`HS[`�[V�.VK»Z�JV]LUHU[�^P[O�0ZYHLS��
;OLU�1LZ\Z�NVLZ�PU[V�[OL�KLZLY[�HUK�PZ�HSZV�[LTW[LK��)\[�OL�YLZPZ[Z�[OL�LU[PJLTLU[�[V�
L]PS�HUK�[YP\TWOZ�V]LY�.VK»Z�HK]LYZHY �̀�0U�HSS�VM�[OPZ�4H[[OL^�YL]LHSZ�1LZ\Z�HZ�Z[HY[PUN�
H�TV]LTLU[�[V�YLUL^�0ZYHLS��PU]P[PUN�[OL�WLVWSL�[V�H�UL^�ILNPUUPUN�^P[O�[OLPY�.VK��
� )\[� [OL�H\[OVY�KYH^Z� [OL�TVZ[� PTWVY[HU[�WHYHSSLS�IL[^LLU� 1LZ\Z�HUK�4VZLZ�I`�
the way he organizes his work as a whole. Moses gave the people of Israel the Torah 
�VY� SH^��HUK� P[�^HZ� [YHKP[PVUHSS`�KP]PKLK� PU[V�Ä]L�IVVRZ�� 0U�4H[[OL^� [OL� [LHJOPUNZ�
VM� 1LZ\Z�HYL�VYNHUPaLK� PU[V�Ä]L� SVUN�ZWLLJOLZ��^OPJO�HYL� PUZLY[LK� PU[V� [OL�Z[VY`�H[�
intervals. Just as Moses went up Mount Sinai to receive the law, Jesus goes up on a 
TV\U[HPU�[V�NP]L�OPZ�ÄYZ[�ZWLLJO��0U�[OLZL�^H`Z�1LZ\Z�PZ�YL]LHSLK�HZ�[OL�UL^�4VZLZ��
HUK�OPZ�[LHJOPUN�ILJVTLZ�[OL�MV\UKH[PVU�VM�[OL�T\S[PUH[PVUHS�JVTT\UP[`�[OH[�UV^�
constitutes the people of God.
� ;V�ZOV^�\Z�OV^�PTWVY[HU[�[OLZL�Ä]L�ZWLLJOLZ�HYL��[OL�H\[OVY�THYRZ�[OLT�HSS�PU�
[OL�ZHTL�^H �̀�,HJO�VUL�ILNPUZ�^P[O�[OL�KPZJPWSLZ�JVTPUN�[V�1LZ\Z�MVY�[LHJOPUN��,HJO�
one ends with a variation of the phrase, >OLU�1LZ\Z�OHK�ÄUPZOLK�ZH`PUN�[OLZL�[OPUNZ������  
;OLZL�Ä]L�ZWLLJOLZ�L_WYLZZ�Ä]L�KPMMLYLU[�[OLTLZ��HUK�[OLZL�[OLTLZ�Y\U�[OYV\NO�[OL�
LWPZVKLZ�PU�[OL�Z[VY`�[OH[�SLHK�\W�[V�[OLT��(UK�ZV�[OL�JVYL�VM�[OL�IVVR�PZ�KP]PKLK�PU[V�
Ä]L�[OLTH[PJ�ZLJ[PVUZ�JVUZPZ[PUN�VM�Z[VY`�WS\Z�[LHJOPUN��;OLZL�ZLJ[PVUZ�HKKYLZZ�Ä]L�RL`�
HZWLJ[Z�VM�[OL�RPUNKVT�VM�OLH]LU!

!�;OL�ÄYZ[�ZLJ[PVU�YL]LHSZ�[OH[�[OPZ�RPUNKVT�PZ�IHZLK�VU�H�^H`�VM�righteous living in 
^OPJO�V\[^HYK�HJ[PVU�L_WYLZZLZ�PU^HYK�JOHYHJ[LY��WW������¶������
!�;OL�ZLJVUK�ZLJ[PVU�KLTVUZ[YH[LZ�OV^�1LZ\Z�JOVZL�[^LS]L�KPZJPWSLZ�HZ�H�Z`TIVS�
VM�[OL�YLUL^LK�0ZYHLS�HUK�ZLU[�[OLT�V\[�VU�H�mission�[V�HUUV\UJL�[OL�JVTPUN�VM�
[OL�RPUNKVT�VM�OLH]LU��WW������¶������
: The third section explores the mystery�VM� [OL�RPUNKVT!� P[»Z�OHYK� [V� YLJVNUPaL�
HUK�LHZ`�[V�TPZ\UKLYZ[HUK��I\[�P[»Z�UL]LY[OLSLZZ�HJ[P]LS`�NYV^PUN�[OYV\NOV\[�[OL�
^VYSK��WW������¶������
!�;OL�MV\Y[O�ZLJ[PVU�ZOV^Z�OV^�[OL�RPUNKVT�VM�OLH]LU�JYLH[LZ�H�UL^�family, the 
JVTT\UP[`�VM�1LZ\Z»�MVSSV^LYZ��WW������¶�������
!�;OL�ÄM[O�ZLJ[PVU�ZOV^Z�[OH[�[OL�destiny�VM�[OPZ�RPUNKVT�PZ�MVY�P[Z�JP[PaLUZ�[V�IL�
ZJH[[LYLK�[OYV\NOV\[�[OL�^VYSK�I`�[OLPY�LULTPLZ��NP]PUN�[OLT�[OL�VWWVY[\UP[`�[V�
[LSS�WLVWSL�L]LY`^OLYL�HIV\[�1LZ\Z��WW������¶�������

 After this new Torah has been given, the book concludes with the story of how 
1LZ\Z�WLYMVYTLK�H�NYLH[�UL^�HJ[�VM�YLKLTW[PVU�MVY�OPZ�WLVWSL��0U�[OL�HUJPLU[�Z[VY`�VM�
0ZYHLS»Z�L_VK\Z��H�7HZZV]LY�TLHS�^HZ�JLSLIYH[LK�HUK�[OLU�[OL�KLSP]LYHUJL�JHTL��0U�[OPZ�
story, Jesus celebrates the Passover with his disciples and then gives his life for the sake 
VM�[OL�^VYSK��/L�PZ�[OLU�YHPZLK�MYVT�[OL�KLHK��[OL�KH^U�VM�H�KH`�VM�UL^�JYLH[PVU��1LZ\Z�
announces that he has been enthroned as king: All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. At the beginning of Matthew, Jesus’ birth was announced with 
[OL�UHTL�Immanuel��^OPJO�TLHUZ�¸.VK�^P[O�\Z�¹�([�[OL�LUK�VM�[OL�IVVR��1LZ\Z�ZLUKZ�
his closest followers to go and make disciples of all nations��WYVTPZPUN�[OLT��surely I 
HT�^P[O�`V\�HS^H`Z�
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T his is the ge ne al o gy  of  Jesus the Mes si ah  the son of Da vid, the son of Abra-
ham:

  Abra ham was the fa ther of Isaac,
  Isaac the fa ther of Ja cob,
  Ja cob the fa ther of Ju dah and his broth ers,
  Ju dah the fa ther of Pe rez and Ze rah,  whose moth er was Ta mar,
  Pe rez the fa ther of Hez ron,
  Hez ron the fa ther of Ram,
  Ram the fa ther of Am min a dab,
  Am min a dab the fa ther of Nah shon,
  Nah shon the fa ther of Sal mon,
  Sal mon the fa ther of Boaz,  whose moth er was Ra hab,
  Boaz the fa ther of Obed,  whose moth er was Ruth,
  Obed the fa ther of Jes se,
  and Jes se the fa ther of King Da vid.

  Da vid was the fa ther of Sol o mon,  whose moth er had been Uri ah’s wife,
  Sol o mon the fa ther of Re ho bo am,
  Re ho bo am the fa ther of Abi jah,
  Abi jah the fa ther of Asa,
  Asa the fa ther of Je hosh a phat,
  Je hosh a phat the fa ther of Je ho ram,
  Je ho ram the fa ther of Uz zi ah,
  Uz zi ah the fa ther of Jo tham,
  Jo tham the fa ther of Ahaz,
  Ahaz the fa ther of Hez e ki ah,
  Hez e ki ah the fa ther of Ma nas seh,
  Ma nas seh the fa ther of Amon,
  Amon the fa ther of Jo si ah,
  and Jo si ah the fa ther of Jec o ni ah  and his broth ers at the time of the ex ile 

to Bab ylon.

  Af ter the ex ile to Bab ylon:
  Jec o ni ah was the fa ther of She al ti el,
  She al ti el the fa ther of Ze rub ba bel,
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  Ze rub ba bel the fa ther of Abi hud,
  Abi hud the fa ther of Eli a kim,
  Eli a kim the fa ther of Azor,
  Azor the fa ther of Za dok,
  Za dok the fa ther of Akim,
  Akim the fa ther of Eli hud,
  Eli hud the fa ther of El e a zar,
  El e a zar the fa ther of Mat than,
  Mat than the fa ther of Ja cob,
  and Ja cob the fa ther of Jo seph, the hus band of Mary, and Mary was the 

moth er of  Jesus who is  called the Mes si ah.

Thus  there were four teen gen er a tions in all from Abra ham to Da vid, four teen 
from Da vid to the ex ile to Bab ylon, and four teen from the ex ile to the Mes si ah.

T his is how the  birth of  Jesus the Mes si ah came  about : His moth er Mary  
was  pledged to be mar ried to Jo seph, but be fore they came to geth er, she was 

 found to be preg nant  through the Holy Spir it. Be cause Jo seph her hus band was 
faith ful to the law, and yet  did not want to ex pose her to pub lic dis grace, he had 
in mind to di vorce her qui et ly.

But af ter he had con sid ered this, an an gel of the Lord ap peared to him in a 
 dream and said, “Jo seph son of Da vid, do not be  afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, be cause what is con ceived in her is from the Holy Spir it. She will give  birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name  Jesus,  be cause he will save his peo ple 
from  their sins.”

All this took  place to ful fill what the Lord had said  through the proph et: “The 
vir gin will con ceive and give  birth to a son, and they will call him Im man u el”  
(which  means “God with us”).

When Jo seph woke up, he did what the an gel of the Lord had com mand ed 
him and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not con sum mate their mar riage 
un til she gave  birth to a son. And he gave him the name  Jesus.

Af ter  Jesus was born in Beth le hem in Ju dea, dur ing the time of King Her od, Magi  
from the east came to Je ru sa lem and  asked, “Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to wor ship him.”

When King Her od  heard this he was dis turbed, and all Je ru sa lem with him. 
When he had  called to geth er all the peo ple’s  chief  priests and teach ers of the law, 
he  asked them  where the Mes si ah was to be born. “In Beth le hem in Ju dea,” they 
re plied, “for this is what the proph et has writ ten:

  “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
  for out of you will come a ruler
  who will shepherd my people Israel.’  ”

Then Her od  called the Magi se cret ly and  found out from them the ex act time 
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the star had ap peared. He sent them to Beth le hem and said, “Go and  search care-
ful ly for the  child. As soon as you find him, re port to me, so that I too may go and 
wor ship him.”

Af ter they had  heard the king, they went on  their way, and the star they had 
seen when it rose went  ahead of them un til it  stopped over the  place  where the 
 child was. When they saw the star, they were over joyed. On com ing to the  house, 
they saw the  child with his moth er Mary, and they  bowed down and wor shiped 
him. Then they  opened  their trea sures and pre sent ed him with  gifts of gold, 
frank in cense and  myrrh. And hav ing been  warned in a  dream not to go back to 
Her od, they re turned to  their coun try by an oth er route.

When they had gone, an an gel of the Lord ap peared to Jo seph in a  dream. 
“Get up,” he said, “take the  child and his moth er and es cape to  Egypt. Stay  there 
un til I tell you, for Her od is go ing to  search for the  child to kill him.”

So he got up, took the  child and his moth er dur ing the  night and left for  Egypt, 
where he  stayed un til the  death of Her od. And so was ful filled what the Lord had 
said  through the proph et: “Out of  Egypt I  called my son.”

When Her od re al ized that he had been out wit ted by the Magi, he was fu ri ous, 
and he gave or ders to kill all the boys in Beth le hem and its vi cin i ty who were two 
 years old and un der, in ac cor dance with the time he had  learned from the Magi. 
Then what was said  through the proph et Jer e mi ah was ful filled:

  “A voice is heard in Ramah,
  weeping and great mourning,
  Rachel weeping for her children
  and refusing to be comforted,
  because they are no more.”

Af ter Her od died, an an gel of the Lord ap peared in a  dream to Jo seph in  Egypt 
and said, “Get up, take the  child and his moth er and go to the land of Is ra el, for 
 those who were try ing to take the  child’s life are dead.”

So he got up, took the  child and his moth er and went to the land of Is ra el. But 
when he  heard that Ar che la us was reign ing in Ju dea in  place of his fa ther Her od, 
he was  afraid to go  there. Hav ing been  warned in a  dream, he with drew to the dis-
trict of Gal i lee, and he went and  lived in a town  called Naz a reth. So was ful filled 
what was said  through the proph ets, that he would be  called a Naz a rene.

In  those days John the Bap tist came, preach ing in the wil der ness of Ju dea and 
say ing, “Re pent, for the king dom of heav en has come near.” This is he who was 
spo ken of  through the proph et Isa iah:

  “A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
  ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
  make straight paths for him.’ ”

John’s  clothes were made of cam el’s hair, and he had a leath er belt  around his 
 waist. His food was lo custs and wild hon ey. Peo ple went out to him from Je ru sa-
lem and all Ju dea and the  whole re gion of the Jor dan. Con fess ing  their sins, they 
were bap tized by him in the Jor dan Riv er.
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But when he saw many of the Phar i sees and Sad du cees com ing to  where he 
was bap tiz ing, he said to them: “You  brood of vi pers! Who  warned you to flee from 
the com ing  wrath? Pro duce  fruit in keep ing with re pen tance. And do not  think 
you can say to your selves, ‘We have Abra ham as our fa ther.’ I tell you that out of 
 these  stones God can  raise up chil dren for Abra ham. The ax is al ready at the root 
of the  trees, and ev ery tree that does not pro duce good  fruit will be cut down and 
 thrown into the fire.

“I bap tize you with  wa ter for re pen tance. But af ter me  comes one who is 
more pow er ful than I,  whose san dals I am not wor thy to car ry. He will bap tize you 
with  the Holy Spir it and fire. His win now ing fork is in his hand, and he will  clear 
his thresh ing  floor, gath er ing his  wheat into the barn and burn ing up the  chaff 
with un quench able fire.”

Then  Jesus came from Gal i lee to the Jor dan to be bap tized by John. But John  tried 
to de ter him, say ing, “I need to be bap tized by you, and do you come to me?”

Jesus re plied, “Let it be so now; it is prop er for us to do this to ful fill all righ-
teous ness.” Then John con sent ed.

As soon as  Jesus was bap tized, he went up out of the wa ter. At that mo ment 
heav en was  opened, and he saw the Spir it of God de scend ing like a dove and 
alight ing on him. And a  voice from heav en said, “This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased.”

Then  Jesus was led by the Spir it into the wil der ness to be tempt ed  by the dev il. 
Af ter fast ing for ty days and for ty  nights, he was hun gry. The tempt er came to him 
and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell  these  stones to be come bread.”

Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten: ‘Man shall not live on  bread  alone, but on ev ery 
word that  comes from the  mouth of God.’  ”

Then the dev il took him to the holy city and had him  stand on the high est 
 point of the tem ple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw your self down. 
For it is writ ten:

  “ ‘He will command his angels concerning you,
  and they will lift you up in their hands,
  so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’  ”

Jesus an swered him, “It is also writ ten: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’  ”

Again, the dev il took him to a very high moun tain and  showed him all the 
king doms of the  world and  their splen dor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you 
will bow down and wor ship me.”

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Sa tan! For it is writ ten: ‘Wor ship the Lord 
your God, and  serve him only.’  ”

Then the dev il left him, and an gels came and at tend ed him.

When  Jesus  heard that John had been put in pris on, he with drew to Gal i lee. Leav-
ing Naz a reth, he went and  lived in Ca per na um,  which was by the lake in the area 
of Zeb u lun and Naph ta li —  to ful fill what was said  through the proph et Isa iah:
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  “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
  the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,
  Galilee of the Gentiles —  
  the people living in darkness
  have seen a great light;
  on those living in the land of the shadow of death
  a light has dawned.”

From that time on  Jesus be gan to  preach, “Re pent, for the king dom of heav en 
has come near.”

As  Jesus was walk ing be side the Sea of Gal i lee, he saw two broth ers, Si mon  called 
Pe ter and his broth er An drew. They were cast ing a net into the lake, for they were 
fish er men. “Come, fol low me,”  Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for peo-
ple.” At once they left  their nets and fol lowed him.

Go ing on from  there, he saw two oth er broth ers,  James son of Zeb e dee and 
his broth er John. They were in a boat with  their fa ther Zeb e dee, pre par ing  their 
nets.  Jesus  called them, and im me di ate ly they left the boat and  their fa ther and 
fol lowed him.

Jesus went through out Gal i lee, teach ing in  their syn a gogues, pro claim ing the 
good news of the king dom, and heal ing ev ery dis ease and sick ness  among the 
peo ple. News  about him  spread all over Syr ia, and peo ple  brought to him all who 
were ill with var i ous dis eas es,  those suf fer ing se vere pain, the de mon-pos sessed, 
 those hav ing sei zures, and the par a lyzed; and he  healed them. Large  crowds from 
Gal i lee, the De cap o lis,  Je ru sa lem, Ju dea and the re gion  across the Jor dan fol-
lowed him.

Now when  Jesus saw the  crowds, he went up on a moun tain side and sat down. His 
dis ci ples came to him, and he be gan to  teach them.
He said:

  “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
  Blessed are those who mourn,
  for they will be comforted.
  Blessed are the meek,
  for they will inherit the earth.
  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
  for they will be filled.
  Blessed are the merciful,
  for they will be shown mercy.
  Blessed are the pure in heart,
  for they will see God.
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  Blessed are the peacemakers,
  for they will be called children of God.
  Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when peo ple in sult you, per se cute you and false ly say all 
 kinds of evil  against you be cause of me. Re joice and be glad, be cause  great is your 
re ward in heav en, for in the same way they per se cut ed the proph ets who were 
be fore you.

“You are the salt of the  earth. But if the salt los es its salt i ness, how can it be made 
 salty  again? It is no lon ger good for any thing, ex cept to be  thrown out and tram-
pled un der foot.

“You are the  light of the  world. A town built on a hill can not be hid den. Nei-
ther do peo ple  light a lamp and put it un der a bowl. In stead they put it on its  stand, 
and it  gives  light to ev ery one in the  house. In the same way, let your  light  shine be-
fore oth ers, that they may see your good  deeds and glo ri fy your Fa ther in heav en.

“Do not  think that I have come to abol ish the Law or the Proph ets; I have not come 
to abol ish them but to ful fill them. For tru ly I tell you, un til heav en and  earth 
dis ap pear, not the small est let ter, not the  least  stroke of a pen, will by any  means 
dis ap pear from the Law un til ev ery thing is ac com plished. There fore any one who 
sets  aside one of the  least of  these com mands and teach es oth ers ac cord ing ly will 
be  called  least in the king dom of heav en, but who ev er prac tic es and teach es  these 
com mands will be  called  great in the king dom of heav en. For I tell you that un less 
your righ teous ness sur pass es that of the Phar i sees and the teach ers of the law, you 
will cer tain ly not en ter the king dom of heav en.

“You have  heard that it was said to the peo ple long ago, ‘You  shall not mur-
der,  and any one who mur ders will be sub ject to judg ment.’ But I tell you that 
any one who is an gry with a broth er or sis ter  will be sub ject to judg ment.  Again, 
any one who says to a broth er or sis ter, ‘Raca,’  is an swer able to the court. And any-
one who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in dan ger of the fire of hell.

“There fore, if you are of fer ing your gift at the al tar and  there re mem ber that 
your broth er or sis ter has some thing  against you, leave your gift  there in  front of 
the al tar.  First go and be rec on ciled to them; then come and of fer your gift.

“Set tle mat ters quick ly with your ad ver sary who is tak ing you to  court. Do it 
 while you are  still to geth er on the way, or your ad ver sary may hand you over to the 
 judge, and the  judge may hand you over to the of fi cer, and you may be  thrown into 
pris on. Tru ly I tell you, you will not get out un til you have paid the last pen ny.

“You have  heard that it was said, ‘You  shall not com mit adul tery.’  But I tell 
you that any one who  looks at a wom an lust ful ly has al ready com mit ted adul tery 
with her in his  heart. If your  right eye caus es you to stum ble,  gouge it out and 
 throw it away. It is bet ter for you to lose one part of your body than for your  whole 
body to be  thrown into hell. And if your  right hand caus es you to stum ble, cut it 
off and  throw it away. It is bet ter for you to lose one part of your body than for your 
 whole body to go into hell.

“It has been said, ‘Any one who di vorc es his wife must give her a cer tif i cate 
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of di vorce.’  But I tell you that any one who di vorc es his wife, ex cept for sex u al im-
mo ral i ty, makes her the vic tim of adul tery, and any one who mar ries a di vorced 
wom an com mits adul tery.

“Again, you have  heard that it was said to the peo ple long ago, ‘Do not  break 
your oath, but ful fill to the Lord the vows you have made.’ But I tell you, do not 
 swear an oath at all: ei ther by heav en, for it is  God’s  throne; or by the  earth, for it is 
his foot stool; or by Je ru sa lem, for it is the city of the  Great King. And do not  swear 
by your head, for you can not make even one hair  white or  black. All you need to 
say is sim ply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; any thing be yond this  comes from the evil one.

“You have  heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and  tooth for  tooth.’  But I tell 
you, do not re sist an evil per son. If any one  slaps you on the  right  cheek, turn to 
them the oth er  cheek also. And if any one  wants to sue you and take your  shirt, 
hand over your coat as well. If any one forc es you to go one mile, go with them two 
 miles. Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who  wants 
to bor row from you.

“You have  heard that it was said, ‘Love your neigh bor  and hate your en e my.’ 
But I tell you, love your en e mies and pray for  those who per se cute you, that you 
may be chil dren of your Fa ther in heav en. He caus es his sun to rise on the evil 
and the good, and  sends rain on the righ teous and the un righ teous. If you love 
 those who love you, what re ward will you get? Are not even the tax col lec tors do-
ing that? And if you  greet only your own peo ple, what are you do ing more than 
oth ers? Do not even pa gans do that? Be per fect, there fore, as your heav en ly Fa ther 
is per fect.

“Be care ful not to prac tice your righ teous ness in  front of oth ers to be seen by them. 
If you do, you will have no re ward from your Fa ther in heav en.

“So when you give to the  needy, do not an nounce it with trum pets, as the 
hyp o crites do in the syn a gogues and on the  streets, to be hon ored by oth ers. 
Tru ly I tell you, they have re ceived  their re ward in full. But when you give to the 
 needy, do not let your left hand know what your  right hand is do ing, so that your 
giv ing may be in se cret. Then your Fa ther, who sees what is done in se cret, will 
re ward you.

“And when you pray, do not be like the hyp o crites, for they love to pray stand-
ing in the syn a gogues and on the  street cor ners to be seen by oth ers. Tru ly I tell 
you, they have re ceived  their re ward in full. But when you pray, go into your room, 
 close the door and pray to your Fa ther, who is un seen. Then your Fa ther, who sees 
what is done in se cret, will re ward you. And when you pray, do not keep on bab-
bling like pa gans, for they  think they will be  heard be cause of  their many  words. 
Do not be like them, for your Fa ther  knows what you need be fore you ask him.

“This, then, is how you  should pray:

  “ ‘Our Father in heaven,
  hallowed be your name,
  your kingdom come,
  your will be done,
  on earth as it is in heaven.
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  Give us today our daily bread.
  And forgive us our debts,
  as we also have forgiven our debtors.
  And lead us not into temptation,
  but deliver us from the evil one.  ’

For if you for give oth er peo ple when they sin  against you, your heav en ly Fa ther 
will also for give you. But if you do not for give oth ers  their sins, your Fa ther will 
not for give your sins.

“When you fast, do not look som ber as the hyp o crites do, for they dis fig ure 
 their fac es to show oth ers they are fast ing. Tru ly I tell you, they have re ceived  their 
re ward in full. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that 
it will not be ob vi ous to oth ers that you are fast ing, but only to your Fa ther, who is 
un seen; and your Fa ther, who sees what is done in se cret, will re ward you.

“Do not  store up for your selves trea sures on  earth,  where moths and ver min de-
stroy, and  where  thieves  break in and  steal. But  store up for your selves trea sures in 
heav en,  where moths and ver min do not de stroy, and  where  thieves do not  break 
in and  steal. For  where your trea sure is,  there your  heart will be also.

“The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are  healthy,  your  whole body 
will be full of  light. But if your eyes are un healthy,  your  whole body will be full of 
dark ness. If then the  light with in you is dark ness, how  great is that dark ness!

“No one can  serve two mas ters. Ei ther you will hate the one and love the oth-
er, or you will be de vot ed to the one and de spise the oth er. You can not  serve both 
God and mon ey.

“There fore I tell you, do not wor ry  about your life, what you will eat or 
 drink; or  about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and 
the body more than  clothes? Look at the  birds of the air; they do not sow or reap 
or  store away in  barns, and yet your heav en ly Fa ther  feeds them. Are you not 
much more valu able than they? Can any one of you by wor ry ing add a sin gle 
hour to your life  ?

“And why do you wor ry  about  clothes? See how the flow ers of the  field grow. 
They do not la bor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Sol o mon in all his splen dor 
was  dressed like one of  these. If that is how God  clothes the  grass of the  field, 
 which is here to day and to mor row is  thrown into the fire, will he not much more 
 clothe you —  you of lit tle  faith? So do not wor ry, say ing, ‘What  shall we eat?’ or 
‘What  shall we  drink?’ or ‘What  shall we wear?’ For the pa gans run af ter all  these 
 things, and your heav en ly Fa ther  knows that you need them. But seek  first his 
king dom and his righ teous ness, and all  these  things will be giv en to you as well. 
There fore do not wor ry  about to mor row, for to mor row will wor ry  about it self. 
Each day has  enough trou ble of its own.

“Do not  judge, or you too will be  judged. For in the same way you  judge oth ers, you 
will be  judged, and with the mea sure you use, it will be mea sured to you.

“Why do you look at the  speck of saw dust in your broth er’s eye and pay no 
at ten tion to the  plank in your own eye? How can you say to your broth er, ‘Let me 
take the  speck out of your eye,’ when all the time  there is a  plank in your own eye? 
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You hyp o crite,  first take the  plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clear-
ly to re move the  speck from your broth er’s eye.

“Do not give dogs what is sa cred; do not  throw your  pearls to pigs. If you do, 
they may tram ple them un der  their feet, and turn and tear you to piec es.

“Ask and it will be giv en to you; seek and you will find;  knock and the door will be 
 opened to you. For ev ery one who asks re ceives; the one who seeks finds; and to 
the one who  knocks, the door will be opened.

“Which of you, if your son asks for  bread, will give him a  stone? Or if he asks 
for a fish, will give him a  snake? If you, then,  though you are evil, know how to give 
good  gifts to your chil dren, how much more will your Fa ther in heav en give good 
 gifts to  those who ask him! So in ev ery thing, do to oth ers what you  would have 
them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Proph ets.

“En ter  through the nar row gate. For wide is the gate and  broad is the road that 
 leads to de struc tion, and many en ter  through it. But  small is the gate and nar row 
the road that  leads to life, and only a few find it.

“Watch out for  false proph ets. They come to you in  sheep’s cloth ing, but in-
ward ly they are fe ro cious  wolves. By  their  fruit you will rec og nize them. Do peo-
ple pick  grapes from thorn bush es, or figs from this tles? Like wise, ev ery good tree 
 bears good  fruit, but a bad tree  bears bad  fruit. A good tree can not bear bad  fruit, 
and a bad tree can not bear good  fruit. Ev ery tree that does not bear good  fruit is 
cut down and  thrown into the fire. Thus, by  their  fruit you will rec og nize them.

“Not ev ery one who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will en ter the king dom of heav en, 
but only the one who does the will of my Fa ther who is in heav en. Many will say to 
me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not proph e sy in your name and in your name 
 drive out de mons and in your name per form many mir a cles?’ Then I will tell them 
plain ly, ‘I nev er knew you. Away from me, you evil do ers!’

“There fore ev ery one who  hears  these  words of mine and puts them into prac-
tice is like a wise man who  built his  house on the rock. The rain came down, the 
 streams rose, and the  winds blew and beat  against that  house; yet it did not fall, 
be cause it had its foun da tion on the rock. But ev ery one who  hears  these  words of 
mine and does not put them into prac tice is like a fool ish man who  built his  house 
on sand. The rain came down, the  streams rose, and the  winds blew and beat 
 against that  house, and it fell with a  great crash.”

When  Jesus had fin ished say ing  these  things, the  crowds were  amazed at his 
teach ing, be cause he  taught as one who had au thor i ty, and not as  their teach ers 
of the law.

W hen  Jesus came down from the moun tain side,  large  crowds fol lowed him. 
A man with lep ro sy  came and  knelt be fore him and said, “Lord, if you are 

will ing, you can make me clean.”
Jesus  reached out his hand and  touched the man. “I am will ing,” he said. “Be 

 clean!” Im me di ate ly he was  cleansed of his lep ro sy. Then  Jesus said to him, “See 
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that you  don’t tell any one. But go, show your self to the  priest and of fer the gift Mo-
ses com mand ed, as a tes ti mo ny to them.”

When  Jesus had en tered Ca per na um, a cen tu ri on came to him, ask ing for help. 
“Lord,” he said, “my ser vant lies at home par a lyzed, suf fer ing ter ri bly.”

Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?”
The cen tu ri on re plied, “Lord, I do not de serve to have you come un der my 

roof. But just say the word, and my ser vant will be  healed. For I my self am a man 
un der au thor i ty, with sol diers un der me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that 
one, ‘Come,’ and he  comes. I say to my ser vant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

When  Jesus  heard this, he was  amazed and said to  those fol low ing him, “Tru-
ly I tell you, I have not  found any one in Is ra el with such  great  faith. I say to you that 
many will come from the east and the west, and will take  their plac es at the  feast 
with Abra ham,  Isaac and Ja cob in the king dom of heav en. But the sub jects of the 
king dom will be  thrown out side, into the dark ness,  where  there will be weep ing 
and gnash ing of teeth.”

Then  Jesus said to the cen tu ri on, “Go! Let it be done just as you be lieved it 
 would.” And his ser vant was  healed at that mo ment.

When  Jesus came into Pe ter’s  house, he saw Pe ter’s moth er-in-law ly ing in bed 
with a fe ver. He  touched her hand and the fe ver left her, and she got up and be gan 
to wait on him.

When eve ning came, many who were de mon-pos sessed were  brought to him, 
and he  drove out the spir its with a word and  healed all the sick. This was to ful fill 
what was spo ken  through the proph et Isa iah:

  “He took up our infirmities
  and bore our diseases.”

When  Jesus saw the  crowd  around him, he gave or ders to  cross to the oth er side 
of the lake. Then a teach er of the law came to him and said, “Teach er, I will fol low 
you wher ev er you go.”

Jesus re plied, “Fox es have  dens and  birds have  nests, but the Son of Man has 
no  place to lay his head.”

An oth er dis ci ple said to him, “Lord,  first let me go and bury my fa ther.”
But  Jesus told him, “Fol low me, and let the dead bury  their own dead.”

Then he got into the boat and his dis ci ples fol lowed him. Sud den ly a fu ri ous  storm 
came up on the lake, so that the  waves  swept over the boat. But  Jesus was sleep ing. 
The dis ci ples went and woke him, say ing, “Lord, save us!  We’re go ing to drown!”

He re plied, “You of lit tle  faith, why are you so  afraid?” Then he got up and 
re buked the  winds and the  waves, and it was com plete ly calm.

The men were  amazed and  asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the  winds 
and the  waves obey him!”

When he ar rived at the oth er side in the re gion of the Gad a renes,  two de mon-
pos sessed men com ing from the  tombs met him. They were so vi o lent that no one 
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 could pass that way. “What do you want with us, Son of God?” they shout ed. “Have 
you come here to tor ture us be fore the ap point ed time?”

Some dis tance from them a  large herd of pigs was feed ing. The de mons 
 begged  Jesus, “If you  drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs.”

He said to them, “Go!” So they came out and went into the pigs, and the  whole 
herd  rushed down the  steep bank into the lake and died in the wa ter. Those tend-
ing the pigs ran off, went into the town and re port ed all this, in clud ing what had 
hap pened to the de mon-pos sessed men. Then the  whole town went out to meet 
 Jesus. And when they saw him, they plead ed with him to  leave  their re gion.

Jesus  stepped into a boat,  crossed over and came to his own town. Some men 
 brought to him a par a lyzed man, ly ing on a mat. When  Jesus saw  their  faith, he 
said to the man, “Take  heart, son; your sins are for giv en.”

At this, some of the teach ers of the law said to them selves, “This fel low is 
blas phem ing!”

Know ing  their  thoughts,  Jesus said, “Why do you en ter tain evil  thoughts in 
your  hearts? Which is eas i er: to say, ‘Your sins are for giv en,’ or to say, ‘Get up and 
walk’? But I want you to know that the Son of Man has au thor i ty on  earth to for-
give sins.” So he said to the par a lyzed man, “Get up, take your mat and go home.” 
Then the man got up and went home. When the  crowd saw this, they were  filled 
with awe; and they  praised God, who had giv en such au thor i ty to man.

As  Jesus went on from  there, he saw a man  named Mat thew sit ting at the tax col-
lec tor’s  booth. “Fol low me,” he told him, and Mat thew got up and fol lowed him.

While  Jesus was hav ing din ner at Mat thew’s  house, many tax col lec tors and 
sin ners came and ate with him and his dis ci ples. When the Phar i sees saw this, 
they  asked his dis ci ples, “Why does your teach er eat with tax col lec tors and sin-
ners?”

On hear ing this,  Jesus said, “It is not the  healthy who need a doc tor, but the 
sick. But go and  learn what this  means: ‘I de sire mer cy, not sac ri fice.’  For I have 
not come to call the righ teous, but sin ners.”

Then  John’s dis ci ples came and  asked him, “How is it that we and the Phar i sees 
fast of ten, but your dis ci ples do not fast?”

Jesus an swered, “How can the  guests of the bride groom  mourn  while he is 
with them? The time will come when the bride groom will be tak en from them; 
then they will fast.

“No one sews a  patch of un shrunk  cloth on an old gar ment, for the  patch will 
pull away from the gar ment, mak ing the tear  worse. Nei ther do peo ple pour new 
wine into old wine skins. If they do, the  skins will  burst; the wine will run out and 
the wine skins will be ru ined. No, they pour new wine into new wine skins, and 
both are pre served.”

While he was say ing this, a syn a gogue lead er came and  knelt be fore him and said, 
“My daugh ter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.” 
Jesus got up and went with him, and so did his dis ci ples.

Just then a wom an who had been sub ject to bleed ing for  twelve  years came 
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up be hind him and  touched the edge of his  cloak. She said to her self, “If I only 
 touch his  cloak, I will be healed.”

Jesus  turned and saw her. “Take  heart, daugh ter,” he said, “your  faith has 
 healed you.” And the wom an was  healed at that mo ment.

When  Jesus en tered the syn a gogue lead er’s  house and saw the  noisy  crowd 
and peo ple play ing  pipes, he said, “Go away. The girl is not dead but  asleep.” But 
they  laughed at him. Af ter the  crowd had been put out side, he went in and took the 
girl by the hand, and she got up. News of this  spread  through all that re gion.

As  Jesus went on from  there, two  blind men fol lowed him, call ing out, “Have mer-
cy on us, Son of Da vid!”

When he had gone in doors, the  blind men came to him, and he  asked them, 
“Do you be lieve that I am able to do this?”

“Yes, Lord,” they re plied.
Then he  touched  their eyes and said, “Ac cord ing to your  faith let it be done 

to you”; and  their  sight was re stored.  Jesus  warned them stern ly, “See that no one 
 knows  about this.” But they went out and  spread the news  about him all over that 
re gion.

While they were go ing out, a man who was de mon-pos sessed and  could not talk 
was  brought to  Jesus. And when the de mon was driv en out, the man who had 
been mute  spoke. The  crowd was  amazed and said, “Noth ing like this has ever 
been seen in Is ra el.”

But the Phar i sees said, “It is by the  prince of de mons that he  drives out de-
mons.”

Jesus went  through all the  towns and vil lag es, teach ing in  their syn a gogues, pro-
claim ing the good news of the king dom and heal ing ev ery dis ease and sick ness. 
When he saw the  crowds, he had com pas sion on them, be cause they were ha-
rassed and help less, like  sheep with out a shep herd. Then he said to his dis ci ples, 
“The har vest is plen ti ful but the work ers are few. Ask the Lord of the har vest, 
there fore, to send out work ers into his har vest field.”

Jesus  called his  twelve dis ci ples to him and gave them au thor i ty to  drive out im-
pure spir its and to heal ev ery dis ease and sick ness.

These are the  names of the  twelve apos tles:  first, Si mon (who is  called Pe ter) 
and his broth er An drew;  James son of Zeb e dee, and his broth er John; Phil ip and 
Bar thol o mew; Thom as and Mat thew the tax col lec tor;  James son of Al phae us, and 
Thad dae us; Si mon the Zeal ot and Ju das Is car i ot, who be trayed him.

These  twelve  Jesus sent out with the fol low ing in struc tions: “Do not go  among 
the Gen tiles or en ter any town of the Sa mar i tans. Go rath er to the lost  sheep of 
Is ra el. As you go, pro claim this mes sage: ‘The king dom of heav en has come near.’ 
Heal the sick,  raise the dead,  cleanse  those who have lep ro sy,   drive out de mons. 
Free ly you have re ceived; free ly give.

“Do not get any gold or sil ver or cop per to take with you in your  belts —  no bag 
for the jour ney or ex tra  shirt or san dals or a  staff, for the work er is  worth his keep. 
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What ev er town or vil lage you en ter,  search there for some wor thy per son and stay 
at their  house un til you  leave. As you en ter the home, give it your greet ing. If the 
home is de serv ing, let your  peace rest on it; if it is not, let your  peace re turn to you. 
If any one will not wel come you or lis ten to your  words,  leave that home or town 
and  shake the dust off your feet. Tru ly I tell you, it will be more bear able for Sod om 
and Go mor rah on the day of judg ment than for that town.

“I am send ing you out like  sheep  among  wolves. There fore be as  shrewd as 
 snakes and as in no cent as doves. Be on your  guard; you will be hand ed over to 
the lo cal coun cils and be  flogged in the syn a gogues. On my ac count you will be 
 brought be fore gov er nors and  kings as wit ness es to them and to the Gen tiles. But 
when they ar rest you, do not wor ry  about what to say or how to say it. At that time 
you will be giv en what to say, for it will not be you speak ing, but the Spir it of your 
Fa ther speak ing  through you.

“Broth er will be tray broth er to  death, and a fa ther his  child; chil dren will 
re bel  against  their par ents and have them put to  death. You will be  hated by ev-
ery one be cause of me, but the one who  stands firm to the end will be  saved. When 
you are per se cut ed in one  place, flee to an oth er. Tru ly I tell you, you will not fin ish 
go ing  through the  towns of Is ra el be fore the Son of Man comes.

“The stu dent is not  above  the teach er, nor a ser vant  above his mas ter. It is 
 enough for stu dents to be like  their teach ers, and ser vants like  their mas ters. If 
the head of the  house has been  called Be el ze bul, how much more the mem bers 
of his house hold!

“So do not be  afraid of them, for there is noth ing con cealed that will not be 
dis closed, or hid den that will not be made  known. What I tell you in the dark, 
 speak in the day light; what is whis pered in your ear, pro claim from the  roofs. Do 
not be  afraid of  those who kill the body but can not kill the soul. Rath er, be  afraid 
of the One who can de stroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two spar rows sold 
for a pen ny? Yet not one of them will fall to the  ground out side your Fa ther’s care.  
And even the very  hairs of your head are all num bered. So  don’t be  afraid; you are 
 worth more than many spar rows.

“Who ev er ac knowl edg es me be fore others, I will also ac knowl edge be fore my 
Fa ther in heav en. But who ev er dis owns me be fore others, I will dis own be fore my 
Fa ther in heav en.

“Do not sup pose that I have come to  bring  peace to the  earth. I did not come 
to  bring  peace, but a  sword. For I have come to turn

  “ ‘a man against his father,
  a daughter against her mother,
  a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law —  
  a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’

“Any one who  loves  their fa ther or moth er more than me is not wor thy of me; 
any one who  loves their son or daugh ter more than me is not wor thy of me. Who-
ev er does not take up  their  cross and fol low me is not wor thy of me. Who ev er  finds 
 their life will lose it, and who ev er los es  their life for my sake will find it.

“Any one who wel comes you wel comes me, and any one who wel comes me 
wel comes the one who sent me. Who ev er wel comes a proph et as a proph et will 
re ceive a proph et’s re ward, and who ev er wel comes a righ teous per son as a righ-
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teous per son will re ceive a righ teous per son’s re ward. And if any one  gives even a 
cup of cold wa ter to one of  these lit tle ones who is my dis ci ple, tru ly I tell you, that 
per son will cer tain ly not lose their re ward.”

A f ter  Jesus had fin ished in struct ing his  twelve dis ci ples, he went on from  there 
to  teach and  preach in the  towns of Gal i lee.
When John, who was in pris on, heard about the deeds of the Mes si ah, he sent 

his dis ci ples to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or  should we ex pect 
some one else?”

Jesus re plied, “Go back and re port to John what you hear and see: The  blind 
re ceive  sight, the lame walk,  those who have lep ro sy  are  cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are  raised, and the good news is pro claimed to the poor. Blessed is any-
one who does not stum ble on ac count of me.”

As  John’s dis ci ples were leav ing,  Jesus be gan to  speak to the  crowd  about 
John: “What did you go out into the wil der ness to see? A reed  swayed by the 
wind? If not, what did you go out to see? A man  dressed in fine  clothes? No,  those 
who wear fine  clothes are in  kings’ pal ac es. Then what did you go out to see? A 
proph et? Yes, I tell you, and more than a proph et. This is the one  about whom it is  
writ ten:

  “ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,
  who will prepare your way before you.’

Tru ly I tell you,  among  those born of wom en  there has not ris en any one great er 
than John the Bap tist; yet who ev er is  least in the king dom of heav en is great er 
than he. From the days of John the Bap tist un til now, the king dom of heav en has 
been sub ject ed to vi o lence,  and vi o lent peo ple have been raid ing it. For all the 
Proph ets and the Law proph e sied un til John. And if you are will ing to ac cept it, he 
is the Eli jah who was to come. Who ev er has ears, let them hear.

“To what can I com pare this gen er a tion? They are like chil dren sit ting in the 
mar ket plac es and call ing out to oth ers:

  “ ‘We played the pipe for you,
  and you did not dance;
  we sang a dirge,
  and you did not mourn.’

For John came nei ther eat ing nor drink ing, and they say, ‘He has a de mon.’ The 
Son of Man came eat ing and drink ing, and they say, ‘Here is a glut ton and a 
drunk ard, a  friend of tax col lec tors and sin ners.’ But wis dom is  proved  right by 
her deeds.”

Then  Jesus be gan to de nounce the  towns in  which most of his mir a cles had been 
per formed, be cause they did not re pent. “Woe to you, Cho ra zin! Woe to you, Beth-
sa i da! For if the mir a cles that were per formed in you had been per formed in Tyre 
and Si don, they  would have re pent ed long ago in sack cloth and ash es. But I tell 
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