
   INVITATION TO
   PHILIPPIANS

On his second journey to bring the good news about Jesus to the people of the Roman 
empire, the apostle Paul helped establish a community of Jesus-followers in the city 
of Philippi (see pp. 1549–1550). The people of that community became his friends 
and supporters for the rest of his life. When they heard he’d been taken to Rome as a 
prisoner, they collected money to assist him and sent it with one of their members, a 
man named Epaphroditus, who stayed in Rome to help take care of Paul.
 Unfortunately, Epaphroditus became very sick and nearly died. When he recovered, 
Paul decided to send him back to Philippi because he knew how concerned his friends 
were for him. Paul sent a letter with Epaphroditus to thank the Philippians for the 
friendship and support they’d always shown him, and particularly on this occasion. 
 In his letter, Paul also offers some challenges and encouragement. He knows that the 
Philippians are experiencing a lot of opposition, just as he is, so he appeals to his own 
life as an example of how they should respond. He reports that throughout the whole 
palace guard—that is, right in the center of Caesar’s realm—he’s been able to make the 
royal announcement boldly that Jesus is Lord. Paul’s desire is that the Philippians will be 
encouraged, like most of the brothers and sisters around him, to ILJVTL�JVUÄKLU[�PU�
the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear.
 Paul also knows that some people in the community at Philippi are having trouble 
getting along, so he urges them to Z[HUK�ÄYT�PU�[OL�VUL�:WPYP[��Z[YP]PUN�[VNL[OLY�HZ�VUL�
for the faith of the gospel without being frightened in any way by those who oppose 
you. Composing or quoting an amazing song of praise right in the middle of his letter, 
Paul urges the Philippians to have the same servant attitude that Jesus had. Jesus didn’t 
use his high position for his own advantage, but humbled himself even to the point of 
death—all for the sake of others. This is the new way of life in God’s kingdom.
 Paul reminds the Philippians that they don’t need to be circumcised, as some 
people were apparently teaching they did, and he warns them that they shouldn’t 
live like those who are controlled by their desires. All of these themes are interwoven 
throughout the letter, which doesn’t develop systematically the way some of Paul’s 
V[OLY�SL[[LYZ�KV��I\[�ÅV^Z�MYLLS �̀�HZ�VUL�MYPLUK�^YP[LZ�[V�HUV[OLY�
 The dominant note in this letter is joy. Even though Paul is a prisoner, and even 
though he and his friends are experiencing strong opposition, he’s rejoicing. So he 
urges the Philippians to rejoice, too, in the partnership they have in helping others 
TLL[� 1LZ\Z�HUK� PU� [OL�YL^HYK� [OL`�JHU�HU[PJPWH[L�^OLU� [OLPY�^VYR� PZ�ÄUPZOLK��6\Y�
citizenship is in God’s realm, Paul says, and so we eagerly await the Savior’s return to 
us. Then he will transform our lowly bodies to become like his glorious resurrected 
body.
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|  P H I L I P P I A N S  |

P aul and Tim o thy, ser vants of  Christ  Jesus,

To all  God’s holy peo ple in  Christ  Jesus at Phi lip pi, to geth er with the over seers 
and dea cons :

Grace and  peace to you from God our Fa ther and the Lord  Jesus Christ.

I   thank my God ev ery time I re mem ber you. In all my  prayers for all of you, I al-
ways pray with joy be cause of your part ner ship in the gos pel from the  first day 

un til now, be ing con fi dent of this, that he who be gan a good work in you will car ry 
it on to com ple tion un til the day of  Christ  Jesus.

It is  right for me to feel this way  about all of you,  since I have you in my  heart 
and, wheth er I am in  chains or de fend ing and con firm ing the gos pel, all of you 
 share in  God’s  grace with me. God can tes ti fy how I long for all of you with the 
af fec tion of  Christ  Jesus.

And this is my  prayer: that your love may  abound more and more in knowl-
edge and  depth of in sight, so that you may be able to dis cern what is best and may 
be pure and blame less for the day of  Christ, filled with the  fruit of righ teous ness 
that  comes  through  Jesus  Christ —  to the glo ry and  praise of God.

Now I want you to know, broth ers and sis ters,  that what has hap pened to me has 
ac tu al ly  served to ad vance the gos pel. As a re sult, it has be come  clear through out 
the  whole pal ace  guard  and to ev ery one else that I am in  chains for  Christ. And 
be cause of my  chains, most of the broth ers and sis ters have be come con fi dent in 
the Lord and dare all the more to pro claim the gos pel with out fear.

It is true that some  preach  Christ out of envy and ri val ry, but oth ers out of 
good will. The lat ter do so out of love, know ing that I am put here for the de fense 
of the gos pel. The for mer  preach  Christ out of self ish am bi tion, not sin cere ly, sup-
pos ing that they can stir up trou ble for me  while I am in  chains. But what does it 
mat ter? The im por tant  thing is that in ev ery way, wheth er from  false mo tives or 
true,  Christ is  preached. And be cause of this I re joice.

Yes, and I will con tin ue to re joice, for I know that  through your  prayers and 
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 God’s pro vi sion of the Spir it of  Jesus  Christ what has hap pened to me will turn out 
for my de liv er ance.  I ea ger ly ex pect and hope that I will in no way be  ashamed, 
but will have suf fi cient cour age so that now as al ways  Christ will be ex alt ed in my 
body, wheth er by life or by  death. For to me, to live is  Christ and to die is gain. If I 
am to go on liv ing in the body, this will mean fruit ful la bor for me. Yet what  shall 
I  choose? I do not know! I am torn be tween the two: I de sire to de part and be with 
 Christ,  which is bet ter by far; but it is more nec es sary for you that I re main in the 
body. Con vinced of this, I know that I will re main, and I will con tin ue with all of 
you for your prog ress and joy in the  faith, so that  through my be ing with you  again 
your boast ing in  Christ  Jesus will  abound on ac count of me.

What ev er hap pens, con duct your selves in a man ner wor thy of the gos pel of 
 Christ. Then, wheth er I come and see you or only hear  about you in my ab sence, 
I will know that you  stand firm in the one Spir it,  striv ing to geth er as one for the 
 faith of the gos pel with out be ing fright ened in any way by  those who op pose you. 
This is a sign to them that they will be de stroyed, but that you will be  saved —  and 
that by God. For it has been grant ed to you on be half of  Christ not only to be lieve 
in him, but also to suf fer for him, since you are go ing  through the same strug gle 
you saw I had, and now hear that I  still have.

There fore if you have any en cour age ment from be ing unit ed with  Christ, if any 
com fort from his love, if any com mon shar ing in the Spir it, if any ten der ness and 
com pas sion, then make my joy com plete by be ing like-mind ed, hav ing the same 
love, be ing one in spir it and of one mind. Do noth ing out of self ish am bi tion or 
vain con ceit. Rath er, in hu mil i ty val ue oth ers  above your selves, not look ing to 
your own in ter ests but each of you to the in ter ests of the oth ers.

In your re la tion ships with one an oth er, have the same mind set as  Christ 
 Jesus:

  Who, being in very nature  God,
  did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 

advantage;
  rather, he made himself nothing
  by taking the very nature  of a servant,
  being made in human likeness.
  And being found in appearance as a man,
  he humbled himself
  by becoming obedient to death —  
  even death on a cross!

  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
  and gave him the name that is above every name,
  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
  and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
  to the glory of God the Father.
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There fore, my dear  friends, as you have al ways  obeyed —  not only in my pres-
ence, but now much more in my ab sence —  con tin ue to work out your sal va tion 
with fear and trem bling, for it is God who  works in you to will and to act in or der 
to ful fill his good pur pose.

Do ev ery thing with out grum bling or ar gu ing, so that you may be come 
blame less and pure, “chil dren of God with out  fault in a  warped and crook ed gen-
er a tion.”  Then you will  shine  among them like  stars in the sky as you hold firm ly 
to the word of life. And then I will be able to  boast on the day of  Christ that I did 
not run or la bor in vain. But even if I am be ing  poured out like a  drink of fer ing on 
the sac ri fice and ser vice com ing from your  faith, I am glad and re joice with all of 
you. So you too  should be glad and re joice with me.

I hope in the Lord  Jesus to send Tim o thy to you soon, that I also may be  cheered 
when I re ceive news  about you. I have no one else like him, who will show gen u ine 
con cern for your wel fare. For ev ery one  looks out for  their own in ter ests, not  those 
of  Jesus  Christ. But you know that Tim o thy has  proved him self, be cause as a son 
with his fa ther he has  served with me in the work of the gos pel. I hope, there fore, 
to send him as soon as I see how  things go with me. And I am con fi dent in the Lord 
that I my self will come soon.

But I  think it is nec es sary to send back to you Epaph ro di tus, my broth er, co-
work er and fel low sol dier, who is also your mes sen ger, whom you sent to take care 
of my  needs. For he  longs for all of you and is dis tressed be cause you  heard he was 
ill. In deed he was ill, and al most died. But God had mer cy on him, and not on him 
only but also on me, to  spare me sor row upon sor row. There fore I am all the more 
ea ger to send him, so that when you see him  again you may be glad and I may have 
less anx i ety. So then, wel come him in the Lord with  great joy, and hon or peo ple 
like him, be cause he al most died for the work of  Christ. He  risked his life to make 
up for the help you your selves  could not give me.

Fur ther, my broth ers and sis ters, re joice in the Lord! It is no trou ble for me to  write 
the same  things to you  again, and it is a safe guard for you. Watch out for  those 
dogs,  those evil do ers,  those mu ti la tors of the  flesh. For it is we who are the cir-
cum ci sion, we who  serve God by his Spir it, who  boast in  Christ  Jesus, and who put 
no con fi dence in the  flesh —  though I my self have rea sons for such con fi dence.

If some one else  thinks they have rea sons to put con fi dence in the  flesh, I have 
more: cir cum cised on the  eighth day, of the peo ple of Is ra el, of the  tribe of Ben ja-
min, a He brew of He brews; in re gard to the law, a Phar i see; as for zeal, per se cut ing 
the  church; as for righ teous ness  based on the law, fault less.

But what ev er were  gains to me I now con sid er loss for the sake of  Christ. What 
is more, I con sid er ev ery thing a loss be cause of the sur pass ing  worth of know ing 
 Christ  Jesus my Lord, for  whose sake I have lost all  things. I con sid er them gar-
bage, that I may gain  Christ and be  found in him, not hav ing a righ teous ness of 
my own that  comes from the law, but that  which is  through  faith in   Christ —  the 
righ teous ness that  comes from God on the ba sis of  faith. I want to know  Christ —  
yes, to know the pow er of his res ur rec tion and par tic i pa tion in his suf fer ings, be-
com ing like him in his  death, and so, some how, at tain ing to the res ur rec tion from 
the dead.
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Not that I have al ready ob tained all this, or have al ready ar rived at my goal, 
but I  press on to take hold of that for  which  Christ  Jesus took hold of me. Broth ers 
and sis ters, I do not con sid er my self yet to have tak en hold of it. But one  thing I 
do: For get ting what is be hind and strain ing to ward what is  ahead, I  press on to-
ward the goal to win the  prize for  which God has  called me heav en ward in  Christ 
 Jesus.

All of us, then, who are ma ture  should take such a view of  things. And if on 
some  point you  think dif fer ent ly, that too God will make  clear to you. Only let us 
live up to what we have al ready at tained.

Join to geth er in fol low ing my ex am ple, broth ers and sis ters, and just as you have 
us as a mod el, keep your eyes on  those who live as we do. For, as I have of ten told 
you be fore and now tell you  again even with  tears, many live as en e mies of the 
 cross of  Christ. Their des ti ny is de struc tion,  their god is  their stom ach, and  their 
glo ry is in  their  shame.  Their mind is set on earth ly  things. But our cit i zen ship is 
in heav en. And we ea ger ly  await a Sav ior from  there, the Lord  Jesus  Christ, who, by 
the pow er that en ables him to  bring ev ery thing un der his con trol, will trans form 
our low ly bod ies so that they will be like his glo ri ous body.

There fore, my broth ers and sis ters, you whom I love and long for, my joy and 
 crown,  stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends!

I  plead with Eu o dia and I  plead with Syn ty che to be of the same mind in the 
Lord. Yes, and I ask you, my true com pan ion, help  these wom en  since they have 
con tend ed at my side in the  cause of the gos pel,  along with Clem ent and the rest 
of my co-work ers,  whose  names are in the book of life.

Re joice in the Lord al ways. I will say it  again: Re joice! Let your gen tle ness 
be ev i dent to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anx ious  about any thing, but in ev-
ery sit u a tion, by  prayer and pe ti tion, with thanks giv ing, pre sent your re quests to 
God. And the  peace of God,  which tran scends all un der stand ing, will  guard your 
 hearts and your  minds in  Christ  Jesus.

Fi nal ly, broth ers and sis ters, what ev er is true, what ev er is no ble, what ev er is 
 right, what ev er is pure, what ev er is love ly, what ev er is ad mi ra ble —  if any thing is 
ex cel lent or praise wor thy —   think  about such  things. What ev er you have  learned 
or re ceived or  heard from me, or seen in me —  put it into prac tice. And the God of 
 peace will be with you.

I re joiced great ly in the Lord that at last you re newed your con cern for me. In-
deed, you were con cerned, but you had no op por tu ni ty to show it. I am not say ing 
this be cause I am in need, for I have  learned to be con tent what ev er the cir cum-
stanc es. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plen ty. I have 
 learned the se cret of be ing con tent in any and ev ery sit u a tion, wheth er well fed 
or hun gry, wheth er liv ing in plen ty or in want. I can do all this  through him who 
 gives me strength.

Yet it was good of you to  share in my trou bles. More over, as you Phi lip pi ans 
know, in the ear ly days of your ac quain tance with the gos pel, when I set out from 
Mac e do nia, not one  church  shared with me in the mat ter of giv ing and re ceiv ing, 
ex cept you only; for even when I was in Thes sa lo ni ca, you sent me aid more than 
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once when I was in need. Not that I de sire your  gifts; what I de sire is that more 
be cred it ed to your ac count. I have re ceived full pay ment and have more than 
 enough. I am am ply sup plied, now that I have re ceived from Epaph ro di tus the 
 gifts you sent. They are a fra grant of fer ing, an ac cept able sac ri fice, pleas ing to 
God. And my God will meet all your  needs ac cord ing to the rich es of his glo ry in 
 Christ  Jesus.

To our God and Fa ther be glo ry for ever and ever. Amen.

G reet all  God’s peo ple in  Christ  Jesus. The broth ers and sis ters who are with 
me send greet ings. All God’s peo ple here send you greet ings, es pe cial ly  those 

who be long to Cae sar’s house hold.
The  grace of the Lord  Jesus  Christ be with your spir it. Amen.

Philippians Endnotes

Page 1671  deacons: The word deacons refers 
here to Christians designated to serve with 
the overseers/elders of the church in a 
variety of ways; similarly on pages 1645 and 
1680.

Page 1671  brothers and sisters: The Greek word 
for brothers and sisters (adelphoi) refers here 
to believers, both men and women, as part 
of God’s family; also throughout the rest of 
the letter.

Page 1671  whole palace guard: Or whole palace

Page 1672  deliverance: Or vindication; or 
salvation

Page 1672  in the one Spirit: Or in one spirit
Page 1672  in very nature: Or in the form of
Page 1672  the very nature: Or the form
Page 1673  “children ... generation.”: page 271
Page 1673  through faith in: Or through the 

faithfulness of
Page 1675  Amen: Some manuscripts do not 

have Amen.
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