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With God, All Things Possible
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What a marvelous God we serve. As we look back over this 
last year of ministry, we are humbled by the stories of God 
doing only what He can do—eternally changing the lives 
of people across the globe. And what a joy it is to partner 
with you in this work.

Over my years serving in Kingdom work, I have come 
to know a few things that are true no matter what. One 
is this: without God nothing is possible. And with God, 
all things are possible. As we believe Him for big things, 
strategize with Him for those things, and stay Kingdom- 

focused, His Word and His Gospel will go forth with power. And the ripple impact of this goes 
exactly as far as God desires. 

When you read through this report, I hope you see just how important your partnership is for 
this immeasurable ripple impact to continue. For example, this year marks eight years of Biblica 
serving within the illumiNations Movement—an alliance of 10 Bible agencies working together 
to ensure that everyone on earth has access to God’s Word by 2033. These agencies represent 
over 90 percent of all Bible translations on the planet. 
Our role at Biblica is critical for the “start” of the 
ripple impact. As we translate the Gateway Languages, 
the world’s top 100 languages, we make a way for our 
partner agencies to translate the Word into the furthest 
reach of heart languages. 

It’s just one way in which your investment begins 
a global ripple impact, for the hope of God’s Word to 
transform lives all across the globe. 

And as we move into 2019, I want to thank you for your partnering in this mission. Together, 
we’re joining God where He is at work, honoring His desire that all the world has the opportunity to 
experience the life-transforming work of the Word through a relationship with Jesus Christ. It’s an 
awesome and humbling mission we work toward and an honor that I am eternally grateful for. 

Together for His Kingdom,

Dear Friends,

...your investment begins 
a global ripple impact, 
for the hope of God’s 
Word to transform lives 
all across the globe. 
“
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GEOF MORIN
PRESIDENT / CEO

Our Mission 
We provide the Bible in 
accurate, contemporary 
translations and formats 
so that more people 
around the world will 
have the opportunity 
to be transformed by 
Jesus Christ.

BIBLICA’S MINISTRY

Engagement AccessTranslation
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FROM THE COVER: Reverend Chukwuecheka 
David Uzoma is from the southeastern 
region of Nigeria where the Igbo language is 
spoken. This language group is considered 
one of the largest in the country. And yet, the 
only version of the Bible they have access to 
is one filled with such antiquated language 
that very few people, and virtually none of 
Nigeria’s younger population, can actually 
read it. When Reverend Uzoma preaches, 
he must essentially translate the Bible for 
his congregation before he can even begin 
his sermon. Biblica is in the process of 
completing a contemporary version of the 
Bible in Igbo, which would give 35 million 
people access to the Word in a language they 
can understand! 

To review the digital annual report, please visit:
biblica.com/annualreport



IN 2018 WE SAW AN encouraging acceleration in Bible translation. Working closely with partners across 
the illumiNations Movement, we helped advance 1,700 Bible translation projects. In 2018, Biblica 
launched the first modern language Bible in 100 years for our brothers and sisters in Serbia. We also 

launched major updates to translations in Luganda in Ghana, Yoruba in Nigeria, and Swahili in Central East 
Africa as well as a new edition for Farsi in the Middle East. We also expanded the reach of Bible translation 
for those with vision impairments and learning disabilities. We celebrate these opportunities for God’s Word, 
newly available for language communities across the globe. 

Translation
Translation

Projects:

45
Completed

Translations:

5
Translations in

Progress:

40

5 
A

N
N

U
A

L 
R

E
PO

R
T

 2
01

8

4 
B

IB
LI

C
A

.C
O

M

Biblica Team Review

External Team Review

Translation Identification 
& First Draft

Final Revision Completed

Publish 
& Celebrate

A QUICK LOOK

LANGUAGES IN THE TRANSLATION PROCESS

Bangladesh
Bengali OT

Congo
Lingala

Democratic 
Republic of Congo
Lingala 

Denmark
Danish 

Ethiopia
Amharic
Amharic Study Bible 
Oromo

France
French 

Ghana
Asante Twi 
Ewe
Akuapem

Global
English NIrV
English NIV

India
Hindi Simplification
Tamil New Testament
Telugu New Testament
Sinhala Bible Translation
Kannada New Testament 
Study Bible
Malayalam NT
Urdu

Indonesia
Contemporary Indonesian

Italy
Italian

Kenya
Dholuo
Swahili

Laos
Contemporary Lao

Latin America
Spanish Simplified (NVIS)

Middle East
Persian Farsi
Sorani Kurdish Central
Sorani Kurdish Central 
Study Bible

Mozambique
Swahili

Myanmar
Contemporary Burmese

Nepal
Nepali

Netherlands
Dutch

Niger
Hausa 

Nigeria
Hausa
Ibibio
Igbo
Yoruba 1st Edition

Pakistan
Urdu

Philippines
Cebuano
Tagalog LASB Notes

Portugal
Portuguese Study Bible

Romania
Romanian 
Romanian Study Bible 

Russia
Russian Study Bible Notes

Somalia
Swahili

Tanzania
Dholuo
Swahili

Uganda
Dholuo 

Ukraine
Ukrainian

Zimbabwe
Ndebele
Shona

Bible Translation 



Translation to
Transformation

EARLY IN THEIR MARRIAGE Nivedita and 
Prabhu moved from India to Oman where 
Prabhu was a successful mechanical engineer 

and their lives, by all outward appearances, seemed 
perfect. They had everything they needed and yet 
their marriage was filled with turmoil and strife.
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God’s Word has translated 
our hearts and minds.

Over time this constant stress took a significant toll on Nivedita’s 
health and she had to be prescribed medication. Eventually Prabhu’s 
contract was up with no opportunity to renew. It felt like their world 
was truly falling apart and there was nothing they could do. 

They moved back to India, but Prabhu still couldn’t find work 
and their conflicts got worse. Nivedita began to “despair of life.” She 
went on a spiritual search and yet nothing was filling her emptiness. 
Eventually she left Prabhu and they headed toward divorce. Unknown 
to Nivedita, Prabhu was on a search as well. Prabhu’s religious search 
led him to all kinds of religious places but left him emptier than before.

Prabhu wanted Nivedita back, so he pursued her. Nivedita refused him 
over and over, but just as our persistent Savior never gives up on us, Prabhu 
kept showing up. One day she gave in and moved back in with him. 

Looking for work, they moved to Bangalore. In God’s providence, 
they were introduced to the Biblica staff who needed native speakers to 
review the Kannada Bible translation. Part of Biblica’s process for every 
new translation is to have native speakers review the work to ensure 
it makes sense in common language. As they read the text, God’s word 
began to soften their hearts. They started asking a local pastor a lot of 
life questions. What began as temporary work turned into life transfor-
mation! They both made a decision to become disciples of Jesus.

The more they read the more they got to know their Savior, and 
as Nivedita put it, it was like “translation to transformation.” They 
discovered that Christ’s death was the penalty for their sins and they 
were never the same. 

In time Nivedita’s health dramatically improved to the point that 
she no longer needs medication. As a couple, they found community 
at a local church, and what was a two-week partnership with Biblica 
turned into a year. 

Their marriage has been transformed and in Nivedita’s words, 
“God’s Word has translated our hearts and minds.” All this, the immea-
surable ripple impact, has also occurred from reviewing God’s Word in 
their native language! Remember this couple in prayer as they are to be 
baptized later this year. •
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DIGITAL ENGAGEMENT

IN 2008, YOUVERSION WAS ONE 
of the first 100 apps available when 
the AppStore launched. Biblica was 

honored to freely offer the NIV transla-
tion on YouVersion’s first day. Fast forward to 2013, and Biblica opened all 30 of our translations for ministry 
partnership with YouVersion. Today, we celebrate access to 67 translations and 20 audio versions available 
through our partners at YouVersion! 

The unprecedented access and reach of Scripture through the YouVersion app, and all our other digital 
channels, continues to encourage us. Last year we had more than 5.6 billion chapter requests for 
Scripture. This equals about 180 chapter requests every second of every day! And that doesn’t include 
the 1.2 billion audio requests. 

In 2018, YouVersion’s chapter requests increased almost 52 percent from the previous year, and the audio 
requests nearly doubled! 

We are grateful for the privilege of joining with partners like YouVersion, BibleGateway, LUMO, and Faith 
Comes by Hearing to bring the hope of God’s Word to millions. Even if half the requests and downloads we are 
able to measure meant transformed lives, that doesn’t include the lives those individuals impacted by their own 
transformed faith. It’s truly immeasurable! 

In addition to digital growth, we are committed to ensuring that no matter the obstacle, learning disability, 
poverty, or persecution, all the world will have access to the Word. That is why we have made the Accessible 
Bible, which caters specifically to those with learning disabilities and visual impairments. In 2018 we were 
thrilled to ensure it reached even more people. Additionally, we were able to reach more of our brothers and 
sisters in persecuted countries through creative and strategic avenues. •

2018 marked a milestone 
in global digital Bible 
access as we celebrated 
the gift of 10-years serving 
in Scripture ministry with 
the Bible app, YouVersion. 

Digital Scripture
Requests: 

5.6 Billion
Digital Audio

Requests:

1.2 Billion

Digital Bible Versions
Available:

67
Audio Bible Translations

Available:

20

Access Bible Access 
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Belonging
Found 

Jennifer was born with Down Syndrome 
and an astigmatism, a distortion in the eye’s 
interpretation of light which can affect vision. 
For those with visual impairments or learning 
disabilities, often the text in conventional Bibles 
is too small and written in too complex of a 
manner. This means that sentences run together, 
and it can be impossible to read and difficult to 
understand.

Over the years, Jennifer’s mother has spent 
much time and money trying to find a Bible 
that her daughter can read and engage with on 
her own. Unfortunately, her efforts came up 
short as there simply wasn’t one available that 
would work. 

For Jennifer this meant that as a grown 
woman, her mother had to read God’s Word to her. And while she watched her fellow 
believers sitting in the pews at church opening God’s Word to read along with the 
preacher, Jennifer sat there holding His Word but unable to read it. 

That is why Biblica created the Accessible Bible for those with learning disabilities, 
visual impairments, lower levels of literacy, and other reading challenges. By using a 
special color paper, a different font type and size, as well as writing it in a friendly format, 
many people who could not read the Bible before are now able. 

For Jennifer this means she now feels a deep sense of belonging and independence as 
she can read God’s Word on her own. She walks proudly into church carrying her Bible, 
reads along in her home with friends, and engages with the one true God who has made her 
in His image. •

I N BANGOR, NORTHERN IRELAND there is a woman with 
the gift of hospitality and a heart that desires to use 
that gift to serve and love on all those around her. She 

has an infectious smile and the gentlest of spirits, inviting 
anyone who crosses her path to a feeling of comfort and 
security. Her name is Jennifer. 
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IN 2018, WE CONTINUED to equip 
the global church to engage with 
God’s Word. One highlight includes 

surpassing 2 million children reached 
with the Gospel through our Reach4Life 
New Testament program. The first 
Reach4Life program was launched in 
2004 in South Africa, and now we have 
programs in 27 other countries, spanning 
five continents. 

We also helped inspire 16,000 
deployed U.S. Military members with 
the Greatest Warrior New Testament 
and 5,300 people with challenges and 
disabilities in the United Kingdom with 
the Accessible Bible. 

Through strategic partnerships across 
the world, our programs continue to 
reach children, young people, and adults 
with innovative Scripture resources—
Community Bible Experience, Reach4Life, 
Equipping Leaders, and Children for 
Christ, to name a few.

The ripple impact of these programs 
can be seen in this quote from Luyanda 
Majola, a 10-year-old boy in South 
Africa, “I would like to thank everyone 
who has given me my Reach4Life 
Bible. I really love it. I have learned 
that Christ is the only way to heaven 
and that God’s word gives life to me. 
I have shared what I learned with 
my grandma and now she has started 
coming to church and praying to Jesus 
when we are at home.”
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Engagement

EAST ASIA 
PACIFIC

Bible Programs: 6
Countries: 6 

Impact: 645,047

AFRICA 
Bible Programs: 9

Countries: 12 
Lives Impacted: 247,737 

EUROPE 
Bible Programs: 5

Countries: 19
Impact: 543,340

AMERICAS
Bible Programs: 12

Countries: 13
Impact: 70,689

MIDDLE EAST/ 
NORTH AFRICA 

Bible Programs: 4
Countries: Confidential 

Impact: 304,472 SOUTH ASIA
Bible Programs: 4

Countries: 1
Impact: 202,900

YOUTH IMPACTED:

485,386
TOTAL LIVES IMPACTED: 

2,014,185
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Bible Engagement 
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power; it’s working in our 
lives as young people. It has 
changed my life and I believe 
it can change more lives.

Freely
Given 
Freely
Given 

N HLANHLA ‘LUCKY’ MBUYISA grew up in a very 
poor family. Sometimes sleeping on the streets 
and often going to bed hungry, not knowing 

where their next meal would come from. Dreaming 
about a future wasn’t even something for him to 
consider. All he and his family could think of was 
survival. In the morning, how will we make it to the 
afternoon? In the afternoon, how will we make it to 
the evening? In the evening, how will we get through 
the night? He couldn’t even think about the next day 
until the day was about to end—let alone his future. 
He didn’t have a future. 

His friends were dropping out of school and he felt pressure to do the same. After 
all, finding a way to make money seemed much more helpful than sitting behind a 
desk all day. Until one day a Reach4Life educator came to his school. She declared to 
him and his classmates, “You must reach for your life before your situation takes over 
your life!” 

It was in that moment that Lucky decided he needed God in his life. And that is 
when his life changed forever. He decided to stay in school and credits Reach4Life for 
that decision. 

His life was so radically changed by the Word through Reach4Life that he decided 
to stay in the community he grew up in. Believing the Bible verse that says, “Freely you 
have received; freely give” (Matthew 10:8b, NIV), he is devoted to give back, ensuring 
the next generation knows and experiences the power of God’s Word. Currently, Lucky 
works in South Africa as one of the Reach4Life Peer Educators, spending his days 
teaching the vulnerable youth in the townships of Johannesburg about the life-giving 
Hope in Christ.

Lucky says, “It’s God’s Word; it has power; it’s working in our lives as young people. 
It has changed my life and I believe it can change more lives.” •



T RANSLATING THE WORD, 
ensuring it is accessible, and 
transforming lives is a glob-

al-sized job that cannot be performed by 
Biblica alone. It is our privilege to join 
with strategic and Kingdom-minded 
partners to tackle Bible poverty across 
the globe. The Bible says the Church 
is the body of Christ—each a precious 
and essential part that makes up the 
whole. That is how we view the work 
we do. Every partner we serve with is 
critical in the make-up of the body and 
without them, Biblica couldn’t fulfill our 
God-given mission. 

In 2018, we saw some remarkable 
accomplishments that could have 
only been done by uniting our ministry 
efforts.

It takes a
Community in 
Partnership 

Biblica has been an effective 
strategic partner of Operation 

Christmas Child for many years. 
Through our partnership with 

Biblica in 2018, 1.7 million 
children from 50 countries were 

able to engage with scripture 
in 10 different languages. Biblica 

translations are respected 
around the world.

— Travis Critcher, Director-International Field
Support, Operation Christmas Child

Serving together for the great 
commission is a true blessing. 

Because of our partnership 
with Biblica, our vision to con-

textualize and mobilize the local 
church has become a reality. This 

partnership is not just another 
support to our ministry but one 
in which we journey together in 

seeing the nations come to Jesus.

– Silas Balraj, Vice President of the Asia Region, 
Compassion International 

We at FCBH are delighted to 
join in partnership with our 

colleagues at Biblica. In 2018, 
nearly 4 million Bible engage-

ments have taken place in 
countries on every continent 

through this partnership.

— Jonathan Huguenin, VP of Language 
Recording and Global Partnerships, 

Faith Comes By Hearing (FCBH)
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American Bible Society
Biblica

Deaf Bible Society
Lutheran Bible Translators
Pioneer Bible Translators

Seed Company 
SIL

The Word for the World
United Bible Societies 

Wycliffe Bible Translators 

The illumiNations Vision is to ensure 
every man, woman, and child on earth has access 

to God’s Word and its life-changing hope.

THERE ARE NEARLY 7,000 LANGUAGES spoken 
throughout our world, each representing individuals 
that God deeply loves. Not one does God want to be left 

outside the reach of His Gospel and His Word.
That is why Biblica has joined the illumiNations 

Movement, an alliance of 10 Bible agencies working together to 
do their strategic part in Bible translation to reach the last 2,889 
languages by 2033. 

At Biblica, we translate the world’s top 100 languages into 
contemporary and accurate Bible resources that people can 
understand. We call these the Gateway Languages. And from 
these translations, other Bible agencies can then translate 
the Word into other Bible-less languages—creating an eternal 
ripple impact. 

Without these Gateway Languages completed and shared 
with our sister agencies, hundreds of global Bible translation 
projects would be significantly slowed. This is a privilege that 
we want to steward well and cannot complete without you. 

Together, we are joining one of the most remarkable move-
ments in the history of the Church, a chance to see God’s Word 
for the first time in human history, available for every person on 
planet earth. •

All together, we 
are bringing the 

Word to the Nations! 
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YOUR GENEROSITY IN PARTNERSHIP with Biblica means the Word of God will reach the hearts of 
millions. As we welcomed our new President/CEO Geof Morin at the end of the fiscal year, we were 
grateful to begin a fresh season of ministry, strengthened by a firm financial footing. 

With all accounts now independently audited, we closed this last year celebrating evidence of God’s 
blessing as He provided resources and ministry investors while our ministry opportunities expanded. 

We know that you are a careful steward for all of your God-given resources, and we are grateful for your 
partnership. We see each dollar entrusted to Biblica as God’s resources, to be handled with integrity and 
transparency, meeting critical needs across the globe. And again this year, we are grateful to report that a 
majority of every gift went directly to ministry programs, as a large portion of Biblica’s administration costs 
were covered by licensing partnerships. 

God’s hand of favor has continued to be upon His work of Bible mission. Thank you for your partnership 
to see such a great eternal impact. 

BOB DINOLFO,  CPA
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Financial Summary
BIBLICA INC. & SUBSIDIARIES CONSOLIDATED

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR
Ended September 30, 2018

The Consolidated Statement of Activities of Biblica Inc. and Subsidiaries was audited by BKD, LLP. 
Copies of the complete audited financial statements of Biblica Inc. and Subsidiaries are available at 
www.Biblica.com/aboutBiblica/financials or upon request.

 Ministry Programs     9,565,000 
 Administration     2,082,000
 Fundraising    1,141,000

Total  $  12,788,000

HOW FUNDS WERE APPLIED

 Contributions     7,682,000
 Bible Sales / Royalties    5,399,000
 All Other Income       812,000

Total Ministry Resources   $ 13,893,000

MINISTRY RESOURCES

75%

55%

39%

6%

16%

9%



22
 

B
IB

LI
C

A
.C

O
M

WHAT BEGAN AS ONE MAN’S mission to support the Kingdom has turned into a legacy of generous 
service and giving. When Jim Herr started Herr Foods, Inc. in 1946, his goal wasn’t just to have a 
successful business but to ensure he could support the growth and the advancement of God’s work 

on earth. Three generations later his legacy continues and is even influencing the fourth generation. 
“Growing up we were immersed in a giving culture,” said Gene Herr, one of Jim and his wife Miriam’s 

children. “In particular, as our family could give more, we got to have a front row seat to witness the impact of 
those investments.” 

As the younger generation grew, they too benefitted from watching the generosity and service of their 
grandparents. Lauren Foley, one of Gene’s daughters said of her grandfather, Jim, “I wanted to be like him. He 
always emphasized the call to give and serve and the value of that.” 

At the heart of the Herr family’s heart for giving is the spread of 
God’s Word through evangelism—the reason Gene believes that a 
partnership with Biblica is right in line with the family’s core values. 
“You need current, up-to-date, reliable scriptures and resources to 
do that [evangelize],” said Gene recently. 

Recently the Herr family helped fund a Reach4Life program in 
Africa. Their investment will help reach the next generation with the 
Gospel, undoubtedly reaching hundreds of children that will now have the opportunity to choose the life God 
desires for them. 

Lauren, who also happens to serve with her husband at one of Biblica’s ministry partners said, “I think it’s 
amazing to think that we’re going to see the Kingdom of God exploding! To be able to give the Bible to people 
all around the world means more people in heaven to celebrate with.” 

The effect of one couple’s desire to steward well and give generously has rippled through three gener-
ations of their own family, producing undeniable fruit. And yet, that effect didn’t stop at their family. Now, 
through the generosity of the generations that followed, lives are being reached with the Gospel across 
the globe, undoubtedly producing fruit in hundreds of people who have the opportunity to influence those 
around them. 

We are so very grateful for the Herr family and the impact they desire to have on the Kingdom. It is an 
honor to partner with them and the many other ministry investors that have come alongside us. •

I will give thanks to you, LORD, 
with all my heart; 

I will tell of all your wonderful deeds. 
I will be glad and rejoice in you; 

I will sing the praises of your name, 
O Most High. 

—Psalm 9:1-2 NIV

Generational Impact:
The Herr Family

Thank You! 

TO VIEW THE HERR FAMILY’S 
DONOR STORY, GO TO:

Biblica.com/annualreport/#Herr
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I wanted to be like him. 
He always emphasized the 
call to give and serve and 
the value of that.
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Onward in
Expectation 
Therefore, God exalted him to 

the highest place and gave him the name 
that is above every name, that 

at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, and every tongue 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
– Philippians 2:9-12, NIV
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Our Leadership

Rob Gluskin 
Board Chair 
Managing Partner 
Gluskin Investment 
Management Partners 
Dallas, TX

Jim Bridges 
Vice Chair 
President, CEO 
SuccessEd, LLC 
Prosper, TX

Alem Bazezew 
President 
Hope College of 
Business, Science 
and Technology 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Dr. Pablo Deiros 
Professor 
Fuller Theological 
Seminary 
Buenos Aires, 
Argentina

Gene Dewhurst 
Partner 
Falcon Seaboard 
Investment Co, L.P. 
Houston, TX

Bishop Joseph 
D’Souza 
International 
President 
Dignity Freedom 
Network 
Andhra Pradesh, India

Michael Fitch 
Managing Partner 
UHY Hacker Young 
Fitch Limited 
Belfast, United 
Kingdom

Barry Flynn 
Partner 
Gordon Rees Scully 
Mansukhani, LLP 
Houston, TX

Vicki Garza 
CEO  
Garza Creative 
Group, Inc. 
Dallas, TX

Andy Goodwin 
Vice Chairman 
Optimum 
Investment Partners 
Atlanta, GA

Craig Hovda 
Senior Advisor 
CAH Advisors  
East Sandwich, MA

Ramses Khalil 
Business Manager 
Cairo, Egypt

Steve Manz 
Senior Vice President, 
CFO 
QMax, Inc.  
Sugar Land, TX

Bruce McKenzie 
Senior Vice President 
and Fiduciary 
Group Manager 
Northern Trust 
Chicago, IL

Nestor Moreno, 
PhD Theology 
Cathedratic Professor 
Faculty of Economics, 
University of Panama 

Roger Quy 
General Partner 
Technology Partners 
Kentfield, CA

William Scott 
President, CEO  
PetroLog 
International, Inc. 
Sugar Land, TX

Hank Smith 
CEO, Retired 
IMCO Technologies 
Highwood, IL

GLOBAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

GLOBAL MINISTRY TEAM

BIBLICA SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM

Geof Morin 
President & 
Chief Executive Officer

Bob Dinolfo 
Chief Financial Officer

Stephen Cave 
Chief Ministry Officer

Laura Fisher 
Chief Strategy Officer

Tracy Thomas 
Chief Advancement Officer

Stan Black 
Counsel, Retired 
Hutchinson, Black & Cook 
Greeley, CO

BOARD MEMBERS EMERITUS

Mike Richards, Sr. 
Partner 
Bethesda Capital, LLC 
Sugar Land, TX

Aldrin Bogi 
Area Executive Director 
South Asia

Esteban Fernández 
Latin Ministry Director 
Latin America 

Hans Combrink 
Vice President 
Global Translation

Richard Loh 
Area Executive Director 
East Asia Pacific

Koos Fouché 
Vice President 
Global Publishing

Lydia Munene 
Area Executive Director 
Africa

Mark Finzel 
Vice President 
Digital Innovation and IT

Identity withheld 
Area Executive Director 
Middle East and 
North Africa
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